
Feb. 1, I'^eo 



y 



F. B. I. 
Washington, D. C. 

DeRr Sir: 



I would like to know v/hy Dan Smoot left the service 
of the F. B. I? His followers claim that he was so 
dedicated to America that he felt he must resign from 
the seryice so that he could out on these Dan Smoot 
reports. 
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Also, I would like to know the truth about the author/ c>^va 
of this hook who wrote about the ^'Strange Death of FDR?" ^ Vp\ 
with false death certificates etc? 

1 will certainly ar^nreciete a straight forwp.rd answer on 
these two questions • 
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Dear 



Receipt is acknovledged of your/letter 

dated February I, I860, regarding Hr, Dasu^sioot 

and the aathor of '^Strange Death of Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt*" 



lfr« asoot vas ^ployed in the Federal 
Bureau of Investi^tion as a Special Agent from 
March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951, when he vol- 
untarily resigned. 

Ibis Bureau is not in a position to make 
an appraisal or evaluation of the author of the 
publication you mentioned. 

Sincerely yours. 
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CQMM^BI 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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tar\his resignation, SBK>ot was censured, placed 
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Shortly 

oiL^<^aiaL6n *Uhd transferred due to several unfounded charges 
maUe by him against his SAC, and due to his dereliction in not 
apprising rthe Bureau of certain matt^^rsa His attitude before 
and afte*-*Asl^^ wasf^xtreSeiyl>ifft&gonistic and he was 

not (y0!bfioB6ttded for reini^tatement . 






^7i-T ^ J^?^**^^ Bureau LlbriijrjL advised that Emanuel 

J /^^osepnsen Is ±he author of th^ above-mentioned book. 
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Director, .m.^^ -^ 

Federal Bureau of Investii^tioni 

Washington, D.C* 

Mr. Hoover, 

Th.re is currently a telc^sion oonBuentary each Sunday here in H..^^^^^ 
which h.s created an ^^^^^^^T^l^^M^^^^^^^ 

. odnions of his ovjn. . • 

Tier viewing this telecast occasionally, i^^ i^ om- opinion tlie main 
Coect^rirSSIpoa^cers. ...d is.to te.r do«n or ^--^^^^^^^ J-™ f^ 

orrioisls, some vMch :at^'de-erve iL, hov/ever, -JI :.3....n l-^.-l ..o^c.,. 

l.;- C(;rs fire not crii!±rR?isi 

It is believed the truth should not be tv.dsled or distorted, to en.ble 
. o-r^on to St across their poiiit of view; wiien peoiie do th.xs yitn true 
kcis the? usually have ulterior motives. Some of the statements he.rd 
Se n^t sSficient for libei action, houever, they tend to dxrect peoples 
thinking into prescribed chaimels, .levels and dxrections. 

Our question to you is about whether or not y°^ °^^^J%%*^!;;^f?^,^ 
information concerning such person as mentioned above, that is "^^^ilc^ble 
J'o the TObliC It is understood you haye certain restrictions that maJce it 
necessa?^^ refrain from releasing d^ta on file and a negative reply .hould 
not be taken in a derogatory sense. / "7^^ /. / 

Your comments would be appreciated. Thank ^. 
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Mai^r T'P.a-np.C.tfullY. 
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March 11, I860 



Honolulu 18,^Ha2^^, _^ 

Dear Mr. Everett: 

Your letter dated February 25, 1960, has 
been received. 

AlthouKh I would like to be of service, it is not 

Ple^elo not infer ii this connection either that we do or do 
not have the related daU In our fUeB. 
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Sincerely yours, 



- --'i-- 







John Edgar Hoover 
director 






ante had 7-18-55 with 



who 18 j|Pi9«enUy identical ^^"/-"j^ !";*~. r^.-.pptor could not comment on a 

delinquency material and was f^^^^^^\^^ll^^^^^ made no 

matter of legielafelite i^e. (62-26225-8-1019) Loxrea^^^ 

inqul/y aa 1^ j^modf* |tf ibr Bureau employment ana uiia la^t ^ ^^ 

menUonea." 
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MAIL POOM [ZU TLLKTYPh: UNIT □ 



STANDARD FORM MO. 64 



.> - ^- 



Office NLemofandupi • ^ united states GovERNMBff 




TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



Mrector, FBI 



Portland 

^ 



DATE: 3/30/60 




(62-2048) 









rrciTCEENiNG 




Enclosed herewith is a copy fitf a letter dated 
llfA^^H-4 . Ma^^Qti 28. 1Q60. addressed to l _^ I 

^^4g^V 4^^ -. . p repared W{ 

V 'w'l p lft Which he again raaices rererence 



be 
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to DAN SMOOT. 



Atten tfion Is ca lled to paragraph nine, page one, 
^has asked the Agent in Charge to 



which indicates 

get SMOOT off tri e back "of Qreg onians. As the Bureau knows. 



I have never raet[ 



and in the one telephone 



conversation which I had wit n him on March 29, I960, he 
was advised he was in error in his statement to the effect 
DAN/^MOOT had worked in the Portland FBI Division from 
I9ft2 to 1955. Although[ 



does not definitely state he has personally talked with rae, 
I think one might well obtain this impression. This letter 
is not being acknowledged as it does not appear one is 
required. 



By way of additional background, [ 



]is 



believed to have resided most of his life at Eugene, Oregon. 
He attended the University nf Orftgnn, and his father is a 

respected local realtor, | |is about 45 years of age 

and some people in Etigene who have known him for many years be 
Srometiraes refer to him as a "screwball" and others refer tob7c 
him as a "plain damn fool." He is a prolific letter writer, 
makes long distance phone calls without hesitation and 
undoubtedly will continue to call and write the Portland 
Division and perhaps other FBI Offices or the Bureau. 

The Bureau will he kept_adiLiaed_of any pertinent 



The Bureau will he kepj 
information obtained Gonce27ning|_ 



2 Portland ^ ^^ . tt7~^^3 ^F?^-/^ 

^/OBTcl- 
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ftigaiifty Oregon 



he 
hic 



^^^^i@t«r 



?«SJ**f »^*««» <»« a»it«4 Air Unes-mited imima behind m l dooH: 
intend to tama» operatioBa la ttm pvdbMi of Bltfiop Walsh and the othar 
K'^J!!^''^^f *!l!r^5 ^"T^ poMibU protection a«>mid efforts herl 
in Oregon, iliis protection Is priaartly against one miaber of the 0. s. 
Houie of B^reaentativee and against one fonaer employe of the Federal 
Bureau of Inveatifiatioi^ ifc-« D«a Suoot^ -^-^v ««• r«asira* 

!*• *»ot la the hair shirt of the state of Or««oa and by virtwe of his 
T^.if'^^f teac«*ledge of this state (1 learned last week that he wecfced 
^J^*!?^^"^^"^*" ftw ma to 19S3) he is in a position to ^T^ 
wwything «e (teegonians do into a-easmmist conspirarar.'* lie has a a»t. 
wca* of agaats and stooges here in Oregon as «eU as around the eoimttr 
tH. I'^.T^ ***??'* *^ '*^* P83r<*el«gieal warfare on our enaodLes frS^ 
i^ il2^ T*?' *^*^ ^**' eotitting the air traasport^SSir 

h^jy^ ^^^*^'^f*!* ^^ «***^^ «^^ i-efi «* of tftttCpriaons h^ 
has uiiat it takes to bloak us and himtitat* us* y»- •««»«» »» 

I liaaglne mi is as miserable about hio as the rest of us. 

By not staepring agl he has probably httrt th<si uorae thm u^cm else. 

You know how mueh t^> to their seeks the ttiinersity of Waahlnffton i« f« 
the cold war. ataoot staaarod then two weeka^o «L r I-TtT^ ^^" 
Mtva of unprintable language JHoilS iS'oSuSti^n'^ ^^^ "^ 

Yesterd^ he smaared tt^e Anglican, Uethodist and Ptesbytorian dmrchas. 

rot in Cina U^^^rS?s1r:S.t^L^4l SlpHr^tX "^^'^ 
He went int* 



-/I 



o«n seiiool district in Sale* and wr^^ksd it. 

«.a I ha™ acted ttrsp^clal *g^^ SJ^ 5^^^ r' ''^^ 
avary poooUjU »» I know to Mt »<i^t^!f»IiJ k ■ ""''"^ »<»roM in 

«» public s.^... ^ !«,,, s a»'sf.'tX''u.^sr?s«i2['t.'" 
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ttie P»cl£le OoMMt and ^m^H ba getting hslp fitoia fiallb rs lik* Alan »atte 
OcnoMsi OaoBS/it T^qrlor) «ad wtuit you miibt C4ai th« 0X4 isregttl«r8» people 
like fflSTMlf, private oltUaaa, vbo di^iNaad cm £«itb, wit and laaml^ £<nr 
survival* If Saoot hates CIA he«ll bratfc thie xxp and tuin it Into aam 
kind o£ oexsaunlat oooaplraQgr* 

wa*ra sitting <» a {tovder keg* IWo «(«^£S a@Ot bow@vftr« I decida4 inwot 
or no Oangft Ifto and Ghou «iee« ffoias to get a taste of tt)& state Of 
Oraeott itt lAttn ^lerica aal iiia*Zl give iiiai ^ aiaaa; treatsteat in latin 
'^^iaericea that ue did in India and Southaasft A«ifi« 

Bwwcy faejily in Or^«» is eloaing ranks In this probleta and ^ this mmmr 
mm o€ those birds ta feiptng wiix bo teaming vU Latin iloarlcA that 
ttey aade a £atift anoe puiAing T>i«k J^lagsA^ around. 

Class w is an i^palltt^ thing, ^mot, wboee descendants may at amm ffutura 
tjm avolvft to the tsetaphjrsioal and psyofeologieal cosapiaad-ties of Ptltdown 
astt sii^ly cm»t st«nd ai^^one «^ emea £em a daoaat family, ims a tradition. 
and worics within it* m is waging elasa war on ti» Bstablislmjant aaS I 
sa w^nxng you of tUis sickly becauoa I want the soae route witli United 
All? Unea mai Jenow tliafc g^jr's style* 

Watdli otU; for bio* 

in tha aoaa tim uaybe mi can figure bow to daal witU the rw- in sostt 
1»ry deoent, delicate way. Very Sraii^ coves* ^^ 
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Itours fatthjetaiy. 
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■ State of Washington 



COUNTIES; 
ADAMS GRANT 

ASOTIN 
BENTON 
COLUMBIA 
FRANKLIN 
GARFIELD 



KITTITAS 
KLICKITAT 
WALLA WALLA 
WHITMAN 
YAKIMA 
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Congres;^! of tf)e tBniteb ^tate£( 



Mgtmber op 
committee: on agriculture 

SUSCOMMfTTEfiSt 

Forests 

FAMILY Farms 

Domestic MARKETiNa 

Research and Extension 

Livestock and Fceo Grains 
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April 8, 'i960 



Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 25, D. C. 



Dear ViX. Hoover; 









tfi' 



/ 



Enclosed heref/riLth is a letter from mr constit-uent, Mr. 
Claude Hart^ of Sunnyside^ Washington^ concerriing tele- 
vision reports on Communist infiltration^ vhich is 
s elf - explanat ory . 

Will you be good enough to send me a report on the , 
questions raised in the enclosed corimrunication^ which 
may he f or\*rarded to my constituent? 

he 
Mary thariks and kind regards ♦ , hlc 
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Sincerely . 
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-bMft'yside, VVashington 

_^.^.^|,Y;-s'-i96o.v^.^^ Send to Mr, Hoover 



Honorable Catherine May, M. C, 
House Office Building 
V/ashington 285 D, C. 



Dear Jladam: 



Dan^Smoot over TV and thru his publication is saying 
many things about Communist infiltration in our country 
which are shocking to me» Tly first reaction is to make 
an effort to determine the validity of his statements. 
This leads me to consult you, being on the scene so to 
speako 

Perhaps I should introduce myself by saying that you were 
so kind as to call on me at my bank: my job is Ilanager of 
the Sunnyside Branch of the Seattle-First National Banko 
1 am also a Lto Colo in the U;So Army Reserve attending 
training twice monthly at the Reserve Building in Yakima. 
My community activities include the Chamber of Commerce, 
the Yakima Valley Association of Chambers of Commerce, Lions 
Club(Dist« Gov. in 1957), and the Methodist Church. 

I have attended the Armed Forces Industrial College (some- 
times called National Resources Conference) which deals with 
Communism, and have read J. Edgar Hoover's book blasters of 
Deceit; and to me Communism is our No, 1 enemy in every way. 
Also I am pledged to fight it in every way. Consequently 
I*ra deeply concerned when I read that the Jlethodist Church 
is involved; and if it is involved we should clean house. 

People here are hesitant to act on the information we have, 
as there is doubt as to its authenticity, validity or truth. 
Cur confidence in you has lead us to ask your opinion as to 
the correctness of such reports as those of Dan Smoot and 
the publication "Tlie Defender." Some of our fine church members, 
including our mutual friend Mrs. Camillus Flower, feel we should 
act soon. Y/e feel action should be based on fact. Perhaps 
you would assist us by determining for us through consulta- 
tion with Mr. Hoover, etCo, just how seriously we may be justi- 
fied in regarding Dan Sraoots reports etc regarding for example 
Methodist leaders either unknowingly or otherwise bolstering 

Communist aims. 

T? e<;nert.f n 11 v vmi rs . 

/s/ 
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1 - Mto Parsons 

1 - MTo DeLoach 

1 - MTc Belmont 

1 - Mto Baumgardner 

1 - flr» Shaw 



i.pril 15, 1960 
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KoBorable Catherine May 
House of Representatives 
Washington 25, D. C. 

% dear I^Irsw' ^^y: 



I have received your letter dated Aoril S, 1960, 
coclosinp: a letter addressed to you from Vk. tl^nCiO Hart, 
Sairayside, V/ashinr^ton* 

As yoo raay kno^v, the FBI is strictly a fact- 
gathering agency and, as such, its jurisdiction and 
responsibilities do not extend to furnishing clearances, 
evaluations or coniments concerning the character or 
integrity of any individual, publication or orf;anization. 
I am precluded, therefore, frbn consenting on the piibli- 
cations as requested by your constituent* 



— n 
=6 



'inoot 



I can advise you, hov;ever, that Howard D, (Dan) rn ^- -^ 

v;as cnployed in the FBI as a Special Agent from " ^' ie ^ 



March 23, 1942, until June 15, 19Sl,'v/hen he^Volimtarily 
res ignedo Since Sptoot has* no present connection v;ith the 
FBI, the viev;s e:?;pressed by him are his own and do not 
represent those of this Biireatu 

I trust that the above infomation will be of 
a::ii:)xaxa£ice to you, and I ara returning the enclosure 
submitted with your letter. 
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Sincerely j^oiirs. 




/over 




u 



"\ 



a 



',-.« 







F-Eiclosiirc 

1 - Seattle (enclosures - 2) (SEE NOTE TO SEATTp, PAGE T^YO) 
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SEE NOTE ON YELLOW, PAGE TIVO 
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Honorable Catherine Blay 



ATTENTION: SAC, SEATTLE 



Enclosed for your information is one copy each 
of the Congressv?oman»s letter and the letter from her 
constituent. 

Hart T7rote the Bureau on 4-20-52 requesting 
information concerning an individual v/ho ^^^ involved in 
a controversy pertaining to the public schools in Sunnyside, 
Washington, "^iSe receipt of Hart ^s letter ^^^ acknoTvled|ed . 
by Bulet-April 29, 1952, and he was advised of the confidential 
nature of our files, (65-10492-961) 

Howard D. Smoot served as a Special Agent from 
JIarch 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily 
resigned Prior to his resignation he was censured placed 
on probation and transferred due to several unfounded 
charges made by him against his SAC, Ke is.tlie author of 
"Dan^SmoSfReport," a^eekly Publication which deals with 
hi<-hly controversial topics. Refer to ^AC Letter 59-17, 
Section F, dated Jiarch 24, 1959. (62-107576) 

"The Defender" is a monthly publication oj.the 

Defenders of the Christian F?i*^»^^^^^^''''SS«^?S.; fs 
are in Wichita, Kansas. Bufiles disclose that this is 
an anti-Semitic and anti-Catholic organization which was 
founded by the late Gerald B. Wmrod, who ^as one of 30 
defendants indicted for sedition in,1944. This "mass 
sedition trial" resulted in a mistrial on the, death of the 
judge and the indictments were subsequently dismissed, 

(65-4832-811) information, the Bureau has had limited 
bit cordial relations with Congresswoman Ilay. (94-51919) 

NOTE a^^mJMi 

Copy of Congresswoman Ilay^s enclosure to her 
letter made for retention in Bufiles. See memo Baumgardner 
to Belmont, 4-13-60, "Catherine J!ay, United States Congresswoman 
(WashingtoA) , Information Concerning, (Internal Security) , 

WGS:pw<, 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 5A9/60 

SAC, DALLAS (62-0-10432) 



JOHN BIRCH S0CIET7 
'^ INFORMATION CONCERNING 



^ 

V On 5/13/60 J «-» » - . — .- - , 1 

Dallas, Texas, telejihone EH 1-2646, advised SA JAlffiS P. BOOTY, JR., 
>- she had attended a meeting <tf the JOHN BIRgfi SOCIE TY on 5A0/60. 
\^ This meeting was presided over bvl jwho resided on be 

^ Abrams Road in Dallas. This meeting consisted of the showing b7c 
"^ of three thirty-minute films on this organization which_ia. 
reputed to be a secret anti-CommuniSt organization. 



<* advised this nrcranigation publishes a publication known as 
^ "American Qpini^v'* | H advised he had eigo*^o£f 25^.^^ 



\ in the State of Texas, and that former Bureau Agent DAMJcMOOT 

r^ was backing this organization. 

"^^ The above is being furnished to the Bureau for their 

information. 



Ja'- Bureau 

1 - Dallas 

JPH:jeg '4^^_ (■ _■ 
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TO 



: D* J. Parsons 
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FROM \A. H. Belmon 
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suBjECT:.(7QM/£Wr5T FAHTY OF MEXICO 
INTERi/AL SECMlTY ""MBXICO 



date: June y7, 
2 - Parsons 
1 - Belmont 
t - Little 



K 



i960 




Trotter . 

W.C. Sullivan i 

Tele. Room n'' 
Ingram . 
Gandy _ 




. On 6/2/60 Andre e ^Mf^Gonzale S3 nee Mildred ^Blanton,' also'known as 
Mireni^Tanguren, was re:terred to San Francisco Of J" ice by confidential 
sourde, SF 24^S. [Mrs. Gonzales stated she has commitment\J^q^ furnish ]^^i 
series of articles on communist activity in./Iexico to Dar^mppt, Dallas, 




^/charges against his SAO. His attitude before and after resignation was 
>/ extremely antagonistic, and he was not recommended for reinstatement. He 
^ now publishes ''The Dan Smoot Report. "* (67-263689-120, 184, 188) (62^102$7f' 
13) Castro Delgado, a Span^ish communist, fled to Russia after Civil War, 
was later expelled by Party and went to Mexico. In 195^ ^^ published 
book, ''I Have Lost Faith in Moscow.'' (40^84417-1) (100-3087^8-2570) In 
1955 OIA advised Garcia Trevino was head of a Socialist and Trotskyist 
youth group in Mexico. (105-40263) jQlsJL 

Sj^" According to Gonzales, a new polit ical party known as the 

>fPartidp_Spcialista de Mexico wtU^belpmeS'ih^^^M^ by fprrner^. 

^Jdexicgji Pflss^^^^ Party will be modeled after socialist 

parties in Cuba and Colombia, and source stated close accord exists ie- 
tween Cardenas and Fidel Castro in Cuba. Mrs. Gonzales expressed opinion 
trouble is brewing in Spain as $0 communist leaders from different 
countries have been in and out of Spain during past two years, but she 
had no specific inform<xtion as to trouble. She added that one of her 
sources is a LeonatdACooper with the British Embassy in Mexico City and 
stated he gave her a^copy of a~^do6imeht''^trt^pan^sh entitl^^ 
Sobre las Organizaciones Comunistas de Camoflaje for May, 1909." Mrs. Gonr, 
zales stated she has misgivings concerning personnel in U.S. ^mbassy, 
Mexico City, but could furnish no specific data. She expressed a willing^ 
ness'to cooperate with the Bureau. 

OBSERVATIONS : \J^^^^^ r 

Bufiles contain no references on Mrs. Gonzales,] and since she 
was unknown to San Francisco Office, she was not closely interrogated. fy\ 
It is felt she should be thoroughly interviewed for all information she 
might have on the communist situation in Mexico since what she has fur-^ 
nished is of a very sketchy and general nature. It is also felt that 
Legate Mexico City, should be requested to comment on her information 






■B3 JUN 14 
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Memorandum J'rom Mr* Belmont to Mr. Parsons 
Re: COMMUNIST PARTY OF MEXICO 
64^200^221 

as well as to make checks on Mrs. Gonzales, Castro Delgado, Garcia 
Trevino and Leonard Cooper in order to determine their reliability. 
Dissemination will be mxde when additional information is received 
from the San Francisco Office and Legat, Mexico. 

ACTION : 

There is attached for your approval a letter to the San 
Francisco Office with copies to Legat, Mexico City, along the lines 
indicated above. ^ 

' ' am 
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FBI 
Date: 8/9/60 



Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 



PLAIN TEXT 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIRMAIL 



Via 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 




TO: 



:^ 



J^" 



^^r'l'ROM: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, PORTLAND (62-0) 



j% 



Tt"// 



^' 



RE: 



/, 



DAN ?gMOOT 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 

MISCELLANEOUS 




I 




^ ^^ 



P^^JiAjx^i^^^ 



TheJ Oregon lanj Pory^jand daily newspaper, on 
^'age Cl, contained axT article under the by-line 



of DOUGjMC CO NNELL , staflLMritj&r^ the.jQgeEePlan., captioned 



8/9/60,, 

"Smoot "^ays Both Tartles ^Tied to Conmunist IdeaU' 
AoGprding to the article, ^j on Monday night, August 8, I960, 
SMOOT/told a crowd of morfe than 1,000 persons at a 
Public Auditorium rally in Portland that "A vote for either 
party this November is a vote for the Communist manifesto."] 
SMOOT was further quoted as having stated that "Liberalism 
is exactly the same as Communism." He was further quoted 
as having gone on to state "To the communist and liberal 
alike anything is Justified if it advances the general 
welfare." 

. SMOOT, identified as a former Bureau agent, was 
reported (to have stated that the objectives of communism 
were specifically to destroy the Walter-McCarran Immigra- 
tion Law, which is now being advocated in Congress and to 
destroy the Internal Security Law and the Smith Act, 
"which the Supreme Court to a large degree has succeeded 



'^;>^>-s^^yp»*tirt^i,^^. 



3^Bureau (RM) (AM) 
1 -Portland 



JAB:jrb 



(4) 




/ -^ ^.: .r ^ f \ 

- -- --/.-....-. f 

— -^^^j^ 



Approved: 



^j^ 



Sent 



-M Per 



Agent in Charge 



% 



PD 62-9 



in doiaag, " ) In referring to his investigations as an FBI 
agent, SMOOT was quoted as having stated "Whenever I made 
a report on a communist in our Government, I got 
promoted, I assembled indisputable evidence of perjury in 
many cases. In the cases of three labor leaders, the 
BBI had enough evidence to send them to prison, but the 
Department of Justice sent a note back to the Bureau stating 
'prosecutipn now is not in the national interest at this 
" \«MOOT charged, adeording to the article. 
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time ' 



that 



bur tne 



Mother two^"and possibly more" are still operating.^ 

The article referred to "The ©alias TV speaker" 
as having indicated that no caseS- had been brought to court 
after passage of the Smith Act in 1940 until 1950, and 
that to get the people's mind off comunism, "a few 
sacrificial lambs were sent to the slaughter, SHOOT said, 
under the guise of bating tried af leaders of coaimunism 
here und*terthe Smit|(i Act." He vdas reported as having 
furthpr stated that' "the next step was ti get the decoys 
of f V the hook/' which, according to him, tbe Supreme Court - 
did by freeiilg STEVE NELSON in 1956 and J,a 1957, in effect>. 
declaring the Smith Act unconstitutional .N 

The article continues, "in 1959, we experienced 
total moral capitulation to communism, by inviting 
KHRUSHCHEV here. In 196O KHRUSHCHEV returned the compliment 
by humiliating EISENHOWER," To prevent all this, according 
to SMOOT, all that wuld have had to have been done was "to 
quarantine communism in 19^5."^ 

/The article concluded by reporting that in 
"blasting the two major parties," SMOOT had stated "both 
party planks support the principles of international 
communism. They are running against KHRUSHCHEV and yet 
stand on the communist manifesto platform."] 



PorWjn^jJT'Tea]r"e^ 

"opposition to communism and one who periodically volunteers 
information to the Portland Office on security matters. 
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some of whicii is pertineat and fconfirmed through other 

sources, ^4^1sed on B/^^f^ that SMOOT had been misquoted 

by the p||i«fe article eoticeming the alleged promotion for 

report!^' upo commuriiBts in the Government. Rather, he 

had staled that wheii|Ver a report was made on a cosjmunist 

in the Gove rament , hi (the c ommunist ) was promoted,) ■ -^^ 

According to | ~~\ she contacted the Oregonian j^^^ 

reporter responsible for tt^ article, who indicated that 

thei unknown employee responsible for re -writing the 

material had introduced the error,, nnrt thf^t p\ nnyrection 



would be published. According to | | some 

2,506 persons were estimated by her to have been in 
attendance rather than the figure cited in the article. 
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TULANE UNIVERSITY 

College of Arts and Sciences 

NEW ORLEANS 18 

Department of History AugUSt 19, 1960 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. G. 

Gentlemen: 

A local organization^ Discussions Ur^imited, recently sent an 
announcement to its members that one "Dan Smoot, former professor 
of history at Harvard U., former F.B.I, executive ass't to J, Edgar 
Hoover" would address the group. Another group, the "Ass'n. 
Patriotic Women, " has advertised Mr, Smoot as a "former F.B.I^ 
Ass't to J. Edgar Hoover. " 

Since I have been familiar with the personnel of the Harvard 
History Department and I had never heard of a Harvard professor named 
Smoot, my suspicions were aroused and I wrote a letter of inquiry to 
Harvard. The Secretary to the Corporation of Harvard University an- 
swered that the statement about Mr. Smoot 's connection with Harvard 
was not of the nature stated. Dan Smoot (then known as Howard Drummon 
Smoot), had been a part-time teaching fellow as a graduate student in 
English at Harvard until he withdrew as a student from the Harvard Grad- 
uate School on March 31, 1942, having "received a one-half course 
credit toward a graduate degree." 

It i^ consequently, a bit difficult for me to believe that, if Mr. 
Smoot was employed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation soon after 
his departure from Harvard with "one-half course credit toward a 
graduate degree" in English^ he became an "F.B.I, executive assistant 
to J. Edgar Hoover" within the immediate future. If not within the 
immediate future, did he ever become such an "executive assistant"? 
If the nature of Mr. Smoot 's subsequent employment with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation is classified information, this letter requires no 
acknowledgment. If the nature of his employment is Information that 
can be furnished to an interested citizen, I would be very appreciative 
if you will send it to me. 
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Department of History 

Tulane University 

New Orleans 18 ^ Louisiaaa 
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Dear 



Keceipt is acknowledged of your letter 
dated August 19, 1960, regarding Mr* Howard DruiaflK>nd 
Saoot, also known as Dan Smooth 
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Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons — 
Belmont _ 
Callahan ^ 
DeLoach ^ 
Ma lone ._- 
McGuire ^ 

Rosen . 

Tamm , 

Trotter 



W.C. Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Ingram , 

Gandy 



Mr. Smoot entered on duty in the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation on March 23, 1942, as a 
Special Agent. Following a period of training, he 
performed investigative and supervisory duties* He ^ 
voluntarily resigned effective June 15, 1951, for CO 5 
personal reasons. 
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Sincerely yours, 

*^ Bdgap Hoove:r 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Shortly before Smoot 's resignation, he was censured, placed on 
probation and transferred due to several unfounded charges 
against his SAC, His attitude before and after resignation was 
extremely antagonistic, and he was not recommended for rein- 
statement. He is the author of the *'Dan Smoot Report'^ a weekly 
publication which deals with highly controver^l topics. 
Numerous IncLuIrJbes have been received regarding Smooths 
activities since his separation. By SAC Letter dated ^-24- 59, it 
is noted that inquiries as to his former employment in this 
Bureau should be handled in a most circumspect manner and should 
be answered by merely giving the dates of his employment and no 
additional comment should be made. 
Bureau files contain no identifiable information oi 
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SALtN/.S, CALIFORNIA 



Mr. T.'Uo.n- 
Mr. Mohr- 
Mr. Parions,, 

Mr. r.eln>ont \ 

Mi;. Ciill:ihan_yf 
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Mr. J, Ed^er :I cover 
I^'edorpl Burcru of Investigation 
Washington, D,C, 

Ys^ dear Mr. Hoover t 



October 5; Mf^,uioao..l_ 

t Mr. McGuirc. 
j Mr, Rosen-, 




Mr. Tamm.. 



be 
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J Mr. Trotter 

'- Mr. W.C.Sullivan 
Tele. Room 



V/e firmly believe thot without you, your very effid 
eind.„the„„UnyAmQr.i.can^-atiyXtle.a-^Qominittee, our counlj 



Mr. Ingram 

{ Miss Gandy„ 




have been taken over by the communists years ago. Our^couniry 
would not be in such dire peril now, if it werehfit for our 
apathy. 

Many Americans, onco awakened, would fight communism if they knew 
how. We need expert guidance - and believe there should be some- 
one in every town who could tell us how to. fight effectively. 

A few of us, here in Salinas, have been trying to fight, but we 
can only grope in the dark, with an ever-present fear that, un- 
knowingly, we will become involved with a subversive group. V/e 
amateurs, not knowing what else to do, have been trying to a- 
waken people, to stir them into fighting. 

We have been following Mr. Dan Smoot ( because of his having been 
an FBI man), using hie reports, and using items from magazines 
and newspapers. This, of course, is not enough. Now, however, we 
are going to get some expert help from Mr. Karl Prussion (another 
ex-FBI man) If enough people will sign up to fight. But - it 
should be possible for even a few to fight, too. Ian*t there some 
way that the patriots of every town could have a trusted person to 
turn to for guidance? We feel that even a few enlightened fighters 
are better than none in this effort to save our country. 

If only you were our Prea^sititr oTrHttoTOe^UenB^i, 
have to worry, nor wouldj we be in this condition. 
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Sincerely yours. 
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Dear 



October 13, 1960 



/ 



be 

:b7C 



I have receive d your latter of October 8, 
1960, aa well as the tologra-t: from your husbind and yoa 
of October 5, and I apipreciauj the tioughtfalnoss which 
prompted you to write. 

Your f^eneroa j remarks concerning this 



Bureau are xuost encc iraj 



lubiic indilfe;rence to the 



menace of conrnvaiilsi;! lias aluays been of cor.cern to me, 
and I am pleased to leu-n of y 3ur desire to become bettei^ 
inforxied on Uie subjeat. In view oi: tiiis, I am enclocmg :;: 
some material which iiiay be of assistance to you. - ^ 



OCTt 3 1960 

CQMM'EBr 



Sincerely yours," 
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W.C. Sullivan 
Tele- Room „ 
Inqratf 
Gandy 



Director's Speech 10-3-60 be lore lACP 

3-60 LEB Introduction & 17th Convention 

One Nation's Response To Communism 

Communist Illu?|on,-& Democratic Heallty 

E#6s;e'.oftfe(!>^i6t'E'#ioiiage . 

Communist Target-,- Youth 
•";Cl ''' .-,-■- ■'• ■" '■■ ' 
" NOTa;' Btiiites -contain n^ ick-ntlfiable information concerning . ct^^^fW 

: I ' p arfemoot EOD 3-23-4:J and resigned 6.15-51. Shortly 

- ..-.-before Smoot's resignation, l;e was censured, placed on PJotaft^<^,,^^J. . , 
l^cb transferred due to several unfounded charges; against his SAC. HliS attitude 
3C--^efore and after resis 
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resi^naation was extremely antagonistic, ana ne 
(NOTE continued next page) 
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Mrs. John A. Edmonds 



NOTE continued: was not recommended for reinstatement. He is 
the author of the "Dan Smoot Report" a weekly publication which deals 
with highly controver^al topics. Numerous inquiries have been 
received regarding Smoot' s activities since his separation. By SAC 
Letter dated 3-24-59, it is noted that inquiries as to his former 
employment in this Bureau should be handled in a most circumspect 
manner and should -be answered by merely giving the dates of his 
employment and no additional comment should be made.// Karl Prussian 
was active in the Communist Party and the Young Communist League 
from 1933 until approximately 1938 in the Detroit, Michigan, area. At 
one time he rose to the position of organizer and was considered _as a 
candidate of the Lenin School in Moscow and according to his own 
statements he dropped out of the Communist Party in 1938 due to 
personal reasons. He was a security informant of the Bureau from 
1949 to 1958 when he was discontinued after he disclosed his informant 
status to newspapermen. In view of the background of Smoot and 
Prussian, no comment was made relative to a person to whom a town 
could turn to for guidance because of the possible implication of ' : 
endorsing these two individuals. 
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Riverside, California 



Dec 7, 1960 
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Dear Mr Hoover, 

Li recent months we have become very 
interested in Dan Smoot and his fight against communisam. 
We have a chance to discuss this subject often, as my husband 
and I are both in groups, service and church, and meet quite 
a lot of people. 

Recently in the middle of a good discussion 
where some uninformed new comers were being informed, one 
member spoke up and said - "Well it's clear you did not know 
that DairSmoot was kicked out of the F.B. !• and he has 
started%s paper to get even with the government and Mr, Hoover. " 

Mr. Hoover, we realize that the F. B,L cannot 
recommend or condem a person outright - But would it be 
possible for you to tell us if this is so- and we would apprecia^ 
anything else that you might feel free to add about Dan Smoot - 

One short note from you would save weeks of 
argument with this so called 'informed person". He is doing 
untold damage. 

Thank you sincerely, 
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December 20, 1980 



BUvefside, California 



m 
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Dear 



be 

;b7C 



Your lettei' postmai-ked Docomber 10, 1930, 
has been received, and the interest v/hich prompted you to 
v;rite is appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry, I can infoina 
you that Mr. Smoot was enmloyed by the FBI as a Special 
Agent from March 23, 19(12, until June 15, 1951, when he 
voluntarily resigned for p arsenal reasons. As you can 
readily appreciate, I a-n not in a position to express an 
opinion concernins Mr. Smoot since it has always been my 
policy as Director of this Bureau to refrain from maldng any 
aopraisals or evaluations of Individuals, pubUcations or 

67-NOT RECORr^-3 



appraisal; 
organization 



MAILED. 8.11 

DEC 2 01960 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours, ., .. 

! 

y* Edenr Hoover ^^ '' 

John Edgar Hoover 
Dir rector ' 
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NOTE: Howard D/^moot, former SA, resigned following censure, 
probation' and tranMer due to several unfounded charges made by . 
him against his SAC, and due to his dereliction in not apprising the 
Bureau of certain matters. He was not recommended for reinstatement. 
Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. ' 
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olnmnt 



Mr. I\I:Guire \r 

Mr. Rosen & 

Mr. TroHer ;....[l 

Mr. Kv«Tii3 ■■:l 

Mr. V//'.Suniv;rii:i^ 



TolG. K'jom. ..i;;- 

Mr. Inf^rnin...! — .": 



Miss (timti 
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HR«. JOHN KDGAR HOOVER 

DIHE20TOR 

JEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON 25fD.O*. 

D«ar Mr#.Hoov9rt 

Although I am aura that you and your dopartmant have c 

great many pi*oblems of your o>m, there Is a matter that is 

oaualng myself and many of my fellow citizens a oertaln 

amount of anxiety and concern*. Q^ 

f' ] 
That of which I apeak concerns a Mr# Dari^Smoot, host 

of ••The r^'^oot Report", a weekly television grogram 
presanted-lccally-and undoubtedly nationally • He deals 
with many touchy problems facing the public, the government, 
and the United States as a whole • Bbr example, he recently 
discussed the gold reserve problem, the ^ited States and- ^./ 
its loss of gold resources, the American "monetary backbone"^ 
to foreign interests*^ \Vh^^^3 ^^O^^-^^iTl I 

In--his literature provideilS%o%^'%firi^^^^^ fi*eely,J ^ 
other at a small cost, he states iii-part-ttiltt, "In 1942, he 
(Smoot) took leave of absence from Harvard to Join the FBI", / 
and, "after nine and one half years in the FBI, Smoot resigned 

to help start the Jfecta Fbrum movement in Dallas." 
«.' ^ 

In view of this governmental and institutional background,-^ 
3/ ' //. 

th^re tends to prevail an air of sincerity and respectability/; >/ 

OTihla part. But n«v«rtholea8 In relation to tho topics he ff' hi 

x-.'" ■ ■ ",' if ' 

oov«ra, tho views which he quite readily expresses and the »' » 
action he strongly advocates, I am concerned, and would like -■^ 

r , REC- 60 C^-^A-^-^k^^^ - 
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i-lvormore, Oallf* 
to know If h« or hia organization Is taintod with subversive 
ideas and material or is in any way unAlD^rican# In this I an 
not attempting to initiate a **witch hunt*** as interest in 
publio information and public action groups has recently 
provoked* Rather we all realize that the basis of our 
deiDooratio American system of government is that of an inform**, 
ed public* TbxxQ to remain (or become) informed* we wish to 
select among the information which is being presented to us 
with full knowledge of the source and ideas behind that 
information* so that we may add to our own knowledge of our 
country and its problems and situations* 

If Mr* Smoot is "dean**, and we feel he more than likely 
is* we can then proceed to recognize his views and to take 
appropriate action wherever necessary. To do this, we want 
to know Just what he is* where he stands and for what* 

Since he was once associated with your organization* we 
feel that our question may be moat adequately answered by you 
than by any other source# Your cooperation in this matter 
will be greatly appreciated* Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 



be 
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PSSS.FILKS 
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February 8, 1961 
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Deal 
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Your letter of January 30, 1981, has been 

received, and the Interest which prompted you to write is 

indeed appreciated. 

r /rjlti response to your inquiry, I can Inform 
you that Mr.'^moot was employed by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942, until 
June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily resigned for personal 
reasons. I am not In a position to express any opinion con- 
cerning Mr. Smoot since It has always been my policy as 
Director of this Bureau to refrain from making any 
appraisals or evaluations of Individuals, publications or 
organizations. 
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I am encloslns: some literature which you 
may like to read. 
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ncerely yours^^ r^scOBDElX 
JL Edgar Hoovor 
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Enclosures (5) Director's speeches 10-3-60 and 10-*l>8-60 jV 
What you can do to fight Communism . "V .^S 

Expose of Soviet Espionage xjlt^ 

Communist Target— Youth ~ '^ — ^ 
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TTP. NOTE: BufUes contain no Information identifiable with correspondent. 
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NOTE: continued 

Howard D. Smoot, former SA, resigned following censure, probation 
and transfer due to several unfounded charges made by him against his 
SAC, and due to his dereliction in not apprising the Bureau of certain 
matters. He was not recommended for reinstatement. 
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No. 10 Medical Arts Building 

2232 North Seventh St 

Grend Junction, Colorado 



January 31, 1961 



J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investif;ation 
Washington, D. C# 

Dear Mr, Hoover: 



/ /r/^J 
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Mr, BclmontJ- 
fCallaha|- 
"Mr. Conrad,^ 
Mr. DoLoac!^;; 
Mr. Malonc;/?,' 
Mr. McGuirJ; 
Mr. Rosen. J': 
Mr. TrottorJ^ 
Mr. EvansJ;: 
Mr. W.C.SuS 
Tele. RoomjD 
"Mt-. ingram^.J. 
Miss GandyJ: 




You may be interested in reception by our public to presentation of 
•"Operation Abolition" • It has had excellent response. The TV broadcast 
v/as followed by a panel of'-Lions ''members discussing the implications and 
with a request that comments be called and written. Over two hundred 
responded, all highly favorable except one. Most feel the power of the 
HUAC should be extended. 



w 



The 



commented 



that these insults even in J. P. court would have seen the offender in 
jail for contempt. emphasized to me- 

his feeling that much greater care should be exercised in. selection of 



< 



M 



^//personnel to represent us en this committee, that at times some members 
/had been chosen who were more interested in personal publicity for the 
next campaign than' in doing a real job for Uncle Sam. Da'!Si7oodward, head 
^^ ^^A.Americ.^A Legion here believes that a policy of 'setting up grand 
juries af leading citizens in each area of investigation would be best. 
Everyone seems to realize the danger of the wrong people conducting the 
investigations as a definite hazzard. This could backfire if disguised 
Communist sympathizers happened to be appointed and too much authority 
extended. The need for good central leadership in opposing the Communist 
infiltration was repeatedly emphasized; to separate propaganda from truth, 
to fearlessly expose Communists in high office, to separate those iliiXMX^ 
Ccglmunists who have seen the light and now strongly oppose ^.ommu-nism^ :^pm 
those s-t ill sympathetic to the cause. 
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'om witmn as th:ese i^ITnitedTStkfc^^ 



is still sympathetic.:;^ 
\/ ,^kn:f nation so threatened from wi'fni.n" as thfese :.irnite4.:STafci^^.J^hpulc 
hav^^ a strong resistance program with strong I'eadersh^ip. l ^Pepplon^^ocm to -^ 
.;•. '^^^lii^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ right thing but do not know just how "to go "aboufxt." ■ 
^ Appointive offices are net within their area of- influence. V/e doctors fe"&£!:■^:( 



the Conference on Aging was rigged against us by Cohen and that he is 



X'lV.<^r 
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J. Edgar Hoover 



dangerous man with entirely too much power. This is the feeling of the 
State Medical Society and as Speaker of the House of Delegates this year, 
I am in a position to know the reaction on return of our men from Washington- 
If it is possible for you to indicate any advisable course of action or 
person to whom we might look for advise and leadership, it would be more 
\ than appreciated. Personally, I like Dan Smoot and read him each week. 
I doubt that we can return to Constitutional Government at this stage as 
Social Security and income tax have gone too far, I think we may need a 
new party in government very soon. 









Sincerely, 



HRB/am 
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February 8, 1961 
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N uiaber 1 Ivledical Arts Buiiamg 

2232.^orl:h.Sexe.athlst.reeT. 
Grand Jurictiorij, Colorado 
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Dear 



Your letter of January Si, 12 Gl, was 
received in Ifiv. Hoover' a abGonce froin the city, I Iciiov; 
he v/ill appreciate your tiiou^htfulnoss in sending him youc' 



ci^servations on the subjects you njcntionad. 
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F£B -0 1961 



L. mia<>^ 



CPm.^PSL 






HeleaW. Gandy 
Secretary 
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Lvas Y/ritten on i 1-23-60 and was 



NOTE: Bufiles reflect that 
furnished communist literature, Ke had requested the Director's opinion 
of the film, "Operation Abolition. '' He wrote again on December 6 and 7 
and requested 500 copies of "An Analysis of the 17th National Convention o: 
the Communist Party, USA" as well as 500 copies of "One Nation's 
Response to Communism, " He also mentioned various controversial 
individuals and publications at which time it was explained tq^him^'ithat the 
FBI did not furnish evaluations and that our files are confidential. His 
current letter asks for the Director to indicate any advisable course of 
action or person to whom he could look for advice and leadership-injo^^' 
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b7C 
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Next page. 
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NOTE: continued 

connection with a matter dealing with the State Medical Society. As it 

appears his correspondence is approaching chronic proportions and our 

policy has already been explained to him regarding endorsements etc* , 

it is felt the above reply is appropriate and his question is being purposely 

ignored. 



be 

b7C 



Dan Smoot EOD 3-23-42 and resigned 6-15-51. Shortly before 
Smooth's resignation, he was censured, placed on probation and transferred 
due to several unfounded charges against his SAC. His attitude before and 
after resignation was extremely antagonistic, and he was not recommended 
for reinstatement. He is the author of the ''Dan Smoot Report, " a weekly 
publication which deals with highly controversial topics. 



B ufiles contain no i dentifiable information regarding 
and|_ I There is no df^rngatnry information m 



Bufiles regarding 

derogatory information regarding W. J. Cohen. 



There also is no 
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Sheridan, Wyo. 
Jan. 30-61 



V 
IT 






J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I. 

Dear Sir, 






As one American I would like to say, I think 
that you and your men are doing and have done a wonderful 
service to our country and that I for one really appreciates 
it very much. 

One thing I would like to know if you are at 
liberty to tell me is what is this socalled 1313 60th 
St, Chicago also, what —they-call-Metro-^overment . Also 
how true are these Dan Smoot reports. 

You know you hear so many reports that this is conmy & that 
is commy you really don't know what to believe. I want to say 
I don't like them or anything they stand for. 

Hear is for all the success in the world for you and your 
men I am sincerely 



/s/ 



be 

:b7C 



Sheridan, 
Wyo. 
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I have received your letter dated January 30, 
1961, and I have noted your kind cor.ments. 



^.ihile I v;ould like to be of 
you, I must advise that the jurisdict 
bilities of the r3X do not e>:tend to 
evaluations or coiiHzsnts concerning th 
integrity of any individual, publicat 
The FBI is strictly an investigative 
Governnent and, as such, does not iss 
nonclearances. I am precluded, ther 
upon the individual and organisation 



assistance to 
ion and resnonsi- 
furnishing 
e character or 
ion or organization. 
a^rency of the Federal 
ue clearances or 
fore, from commenting 
you mentioned. 



I am enclosing some literature available for 
general distribution by this Bureau which you may like 
to read. 
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Sincerely yours, 

_^IL £dgar Hoover 



Tolson 
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Enclosures (5) 
NOTE ON YELLOW: 






Jo]i4;-'Edg:ar Hoover:,^ >'" 
^^^^ Director 







Correspondent' states that he would like to say 
that he thinks the Director and his men have done a 
wonderful serv:3.ce to th^s country. He then states /he 
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NOTE ON YELLOW, ^ CONTINUED, PAGE TWO 
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NOTE ON YELLOW, CONTINUED 

would like to know if we can tell him anything about the 
so-called 1313 60th Street, Chicago, also known as Metro 
Government. He asked as to the truth of the Dan Smoot 
Reports . 

1313 East 60th Street, Chicago, Illinois, is 
the headquarters for a group of municipal government 
organizations, such as the International City Managers 
Association. There is nothing in Bufiles to indicate 
that these are other than legitimate organizations 
advocating a metropolitan form of government, 

Dan Smoot is a former Special Agent who voluntarily 
resigned from the Bureau after being censured and placed on 
probation because of unfounded charges against his SAC. 
^He-Tiow writes a newssheet which deals with various current 
and frequently controversial topics. We receive numerous 
inquiries concerning it. ^(62-10576) 

^,? ..A -^v-/ yd ^ 

The following items of literature were sent 
to the correspondent: 



1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 



"Communist Target - Youth." 

"What You Can do to Fight Communism and 

Preserve America." 

"One Nation's Response to Communism." 

"America - Freedom's Champion." 

"How to Beat Communism." 



Bufiles contain no identifiable information 
concerning the correspondent. 
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SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY 

PCRKirt<« SCHOOL OP THEOLOOY 

DALLAS 5. TEXAS 

February 20, 1961 






Mr. 



Mr. Belmont.J; 
Mr, GRllnlinti.| 
Mr, Cotirftd I 

>i>. Evans .-^1 
Mr. Malono 4 
Mr. Rosen. -.^1 
Mr. T«vcl..-4 
Mr. Trottor..^ 
Mr. 'W.CSinil 
Telo. Room ..| 
Mr. In)tcram4 
Miss Gandv/;; 



Mr. J, Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 25, D. C, 



Dear Mr. Hoover: /^^^^ U -^ rOOOT^ 

In the February 1961 i^sue of Christian Crusade , page 4 
Mr. Dan^moot is identified as "former assistant of J. Edgar 
Hoover*" I am well avjare that Mr. Smoot has been an agent in 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation in previous times, but was 
unaware that he held such an exalted position as assistant to 
you. Is this a correct description of his duties at any time? 
If not, will you please vnrite to the Christian Crusade , 9 East 
Fourth Building, Tulsa, Oklahoma, indicating their misrepresenta- 
tion? 

■Sinrprnlv. 




DJ:dl 



Professor 



be ■ 
:b7c 
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Perkins School ot Theology 
Southern Methodist University 
Dallas 5, Texas 



'^10'^ "' 



Deal 



^^^/S'/fc/ ^ 






/■ 



I have received your letter of February 20, 1961, 
and I appreciate the interest which pronnpted you to bring this 
information to my attention, 

Mr. Smoot v;ns, of course, employed by the 
Federal Bureau of Invei;tigatioa a^ a Special Agent ironi March .23, , 
1942, until June 15, 19 51, when he voi-jiitarily resigned for 
periS^l reasons. In response to your inquiry, he was at one ^ 

tlm%as6igned to Bureau Ileadquarters along with many other Agente 
Who are from time to time so assignedo = ;nt' 



.3:: 



Sincerely yours, i,; 
Urn Edgar Hoover ^^" 
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John Edgar Hoover: 

Director ^^^.r<!$y^' ^Y . 
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ToUon . 
Parsons . 
Moht 



^? 



Belmont * 
Callahan . 
Conrad _ 
. DtLoach . 
Evans 



U.^M 



NOTE: Buflles reflect nothing don^gatory on correspondent and no. 
prior correspondence. HowaH p^^ja^^^ Former SA, Resigned -^ 
following censure, probanbn"and transfer due to several unfounded', 
charges made by him against his SAC, and due to his dereliction liv 
not apprising the Bureau olcertairiinatters.^ He was not recommerideol 
for vreinstatement . \M 
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\ Mr. T^lHon-^— 
' Mr. Prir^^>n§^.-" 




AR to Honor 




The man behdnd 'the Texas 
Children's Hospital, J. S. Aber 
cromibie, ^-ill be honored by the 
Sons of the American Revolution 
Wednesday at the Sliaimxock Hil- 
ton Hotel, 

. Mr. Abercrombie vM. receive 
tile gold medal 

Mr. Abercroimibe will receive 
the good citizenship gold medal, 
presented annuaJdy by the Paul 
Carrington Chapter of the S>ns 
of the American Revolution, in 
the Emerald Room at 7 pjn. 

principal speaker will be D 
^Sbnoot, noted author, conune 
i iter and editor of "The 04n 

imoot Report." More than IC 
ersons are expected to atteni 

Mr. Abercromibie helped organ- 
ize the Texas Chdldren's Hospital 



In 1954, prtomrny through fuiwte 
supplied by his Hoiaston Pin Oaks 
Horse B3iow. 

Prooeeds of the famous dhajiil^^ 
show stm go enth-ely to tihe Texsfs 
Children's Hospital. 

Previous winners of the awai i 
include the late Governor Rosri 
Sterling, and philanthropists 
Hugh Roy Cullen and Jesse H. 
Jones. 
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^ck of UN Sideshow,' 
oot Tells SAR Group 




By ISABEL BROWN 

he impeachment of Supreme 
Chief Justice Earl War- 
iilfti, «m amendment to the Con- 
eiStution to abolish personal in- 
^astoe taxes, withdrawal from the 
tTnited Nations, the repeal of 
leifleral welfare iaws and a re 
tfium to the system of federalism 
i^jESre advocated Wednesday night 
TO^ja Sc«\s of tt^e American Rev- 
jMtidti dinner. \ 
i *|fe «idvocator was Daft Smoot, 
^j fonner Federal Bureau of In- 
stigation agent and the main 
ker at the Paul Carrington 



Chapter dinner at the Shamrock 
Hilton. 

SMOOT HELPED organize the 
Facts Forum radio and televi- 
sion programs, which were fi- 
nanced principally by H. L. 
Hunt, Dallas oilman. 

The dinner honored J. S- Aber- 
crombie, Houston oilman and 
one of the organizers and prin- 
cipal supporters of the Texas 
Children's Hospital. 

Abercrombie was presented 
with the gold Good Citizenship 
Medal, given ' annually by the 
SAP. chapter since 1944, Mrs 



Abercrombie pinned the award 
on her husband. 

Loren D. Stark, president of 
the Paul Carrington chapter; in- 
troduced Smoot as "one of our 
greatest freedom fighters" and 
described him as an author, edi- 
tor and commentator. 

' "SOME SAY THAT I depress 
them because I am against 
everything," Smoot said. *'But 
I will tell you a few things I 
am for. 

"I'm for the impeachment of 
Earl Warren, which could be 
done if we had a Congress cour- 
ageous enough to do it. 

'I'm for the proposed amend- 
ment to the Constitution to do 
away with a personal income 
tax. 

'I'm sick of the sideshow 'in 
the United Nations — the most 
effective Instrument for promot- 
ing Soviet sabotage in this coun- 
try. 

*I WOULD LIKE to solve our 



UN problem by gjving 6<St s 
in the UN to Communist Ch 
and simultaneously evicting 
whole spider web of Soviet 
pionage from the ^res of th 
country. 

''And I'm agai^t the federal 
government entering into the 
welfare business. If B unconstitu- 
tional. And it never solves the 
problems; it just makes them 
worse." 

Smoot also said that he was 
in favor of impeaching any gov- 
ernment official who amends the 
Constitution by stretching its 
meaning. 

NOTHING SHOUI<D be pp 

posed by the Presidiwit or Coi 
gress that is ndt^ epecilicar 
authorized in th§*CdMfittition/ 1 
said, ' ; 

Smoot also said jShit many rJ 
spectable Amerie^ wi^e leac 
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linig Ametica toward Socialism 

nd Communism. 

"Government officials are 
sensitive to criticism of Com- 
[munism because New Dealism 
and New Frontierism are so 
similar to Communism that it 
is difficult to condemn the one 
without condemning the others," 
Smoot said. 

He urged a program to edu- 
cate Americans to respect and 
understand the Constitution. 

"It does no good to tell of the 
evils of Communism without 
pointing out that respected and 
powerful leaders" of our country 
are doing the real work of so- 
Jializing pur country, which is 
Ixactly what the Communists 
l^ant," Smoot said. 
I "WE MUST ultimately get a 
Congress, a president and a Su- 
preme 0)urt which will uphold 
the Constitution/' he said. 




J. S. ABERGBOMBIE, LEFT, IS HONORED 

Award Prei^ented by L. D. Stork 



—Post Photrt 
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WALT£E R06£RS 
IKFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 

On 2-23-61, E«n^er mw Coogressisan l^i'iidter Rogers (D-Teats) 
in coanectlon with tb« atUbdied as^monuidiun, Baomgardnor to Behnont, dated 
2-20-61. 





M 



Kenoper pointed oat to CtMigressmaii Rogers we liad never investigated 
the CoiBmunications Workers of Asieriea and lor his confidential infornmtion there were 
V no indications of communist infiltration of this nnUm. 

W^ Congressman Rogers was very appreciative and stated thaCpis 

\ ccmstitaents are becoming almtMit hysterical over the commiiaist situation and that' 
<;;^ franhiy he does not know how to eofitrol them. Be said tlttt the Jebn Bireh Socli^ 
<^ have the people in his district greatly stirred np as well as former Social Ai^MK^gim 
NpSmoot. Congressman Rogers said he tiioaght **3raoot should be arrested Uat soi^ 
1^ of the statements he makes. ^ Kemper pointed out to the CoDgiessmaa thal^Hilis 
.::1 Sraoot is a former Special Agent, we, ol course, cannot coatrplc his writingsii. 
Kemper further noted to the Omgressraaa that Smoot is Oiie of those rait i^d^tances 
where a former Ag«&t had traded on his relationship with the Bar^ii. Bbgers stated 
(hat this was indeed unfortunate bid: he understood oar p(»itlon. 
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«TAt« XMD rORM NO. M 



Office NLemorandupi • united states gover nment 




DIRECTOR, FBI (63-4296-19) datb: 

SAC, HOUSTON (94-197) 

t^RIMDELj- CRS \ ^ ,.^^_. 

^^j-r^t\L /e^stfw.^//'RE: DAN SMOOT -Hii 

.6<52 7>a^ FORMER SPECIAL AGENT ^^ 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 

CONCERNING 



On 3/1/61 










Defamation League (ADL), Houston, Texas, furnished the 
follovJing information he obtained from ADL informant that 
date. /This source of ADL held conversation on 3/1/61 wlttt 
G. BAm ROWLAND, owner of the Monarch Laundry, Houston',^ 
(fathear-of ROBERT W. ROWLAND.) ROWLAND reportedly stated 
that D7® SMOOT, former FBI agent, radio commentator, and 
pulslisher of "The Dan Smoot Report", Dallas, Texas, would 
shortly file as a candidate for the U. S, Senate seat 
vacated by Vice-President LYNDON JOHNSON. This is to be a 
-spedial election in Texas in which over thirty candidates 
havfi::already announced. ROWLAND indicated he (ROWLAND): 
woul^ serve as campaign manager for SICOT and would assist 
SMJOT" financially . ) 



be 

:b7C 
b7D 



On 2/28/61 



reported on a conversation^ 



between the same source "and^G J JBAKS|l,J^WLAND held on 2/27/61 
:»-• .-i-jL u ^>/^t.TT AXTTk «4-a«-A/4 Vyo. ar\A others were forming! a new 



AC 
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in which ROWLAND stated he and others were forming a new 
organisiation designed to rid America of communists and 

isociaj^i'sts, referring to this- as , a, "new freedom Pfr^ • _ 
RbWLAlfe allegedly stated he was a former member of ithe ^^Klux 

iKlan-'-that his drive would be based on the KK^ charter ^d 



/V- Bureau 

(1 - Crime Records Division) 

- Dallas (info) *C£-/ C ^ 
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HO 94-197 



would expose the President of the United States as a dupe, 
the supreme court as traitors, and the United Nations as a 
Russian military tool. ROWLAND commented he was proud to be 
sponsoring DAN SMOOT locally on radio station KX5fZ, Houston, 
Texas, and he hopes to set up his own radio station in order 
to expose "the lies that are selling our country to the 
commies, niggers and New York Jews," This sotirce considered 
ROWLAND to be a dangerous fanatic, ] 

EVALUATION 



| Ls a confidential Bourse of this office 
who has furnished reliable information in the past. The 
information above, consisting of statements made by ROWLAND 
hiiDself, have not been substantiated through other sources. 

OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 

There has been no public announcement that SMDOT 
plans to enter the United States Senate race. If he should 
do so, it might be expected that he and/or his supporters 
would seek to capitalize on his former Bureau service to 
establish SbCOT as an anti-communist expert. 
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April 4, 1961 



be 

:b7C 



I 

N 

\ 



9-/ 






Mr, J. Ed^r Hoover^ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. " 



Dear Sir: 



/Vr) /^c.^ /] .e o D/\ '^. 




In biographical material about DaJgjgSmoot 
of Dallas « Tex, , it is stated that he served 
nine years with the F. B# I. 

I believe this information to be correct but 
some people have questioned its accuracy. 

V/ill appreciate -very much having you advise me 
of the number of years that Dan Smoot served with the 
F.B.I* 

I'm glad that our nation is blessed with 
dedicated men like you and with an organization that 
does so much to protect our freedom. 

All good fort\xne to you and thanks for 
information I'm seeking* 




.REC.02 



<^ 



# 



4 APR 12 1961 ^ 



"Z)^ 

V 






^ajS. FILES 



be 

b7C 



•^ 



\ 



0< 

) 



v^ 



An 

I 
Nil 

\ 






S3 
n 



^ a - / -- '5 '^ 



--J^ 



April 10, 1961 
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Tolson 

Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont . 
Callahan . 
Conrad 
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Cvans __,........^ 

Malon« ^ 

Rosen ^^— 

Tavel 

Trotter . 
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Your letter of April 4, 1961, has been received, aig 
the Interest v/hich prompted you to write Is appreciated. I want t(? 
thank you for your kind comnents. 

In response to your inquiry, Howard Dan Srjoot was 
employed by the FBI as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942/0 
June 15, 1951, I would like to point out in this connection that any 
opinion^-or comments Mr. Smoot might be currently miaking through ^ 
his DantSmiOpj^R^^pprt^^^ lectures^ and radio programs are strictly his 
owh"ana^c(o"not represent the FBI In any manner. g^.^sioT RECORD^ 

Enclosed Is som;e literature dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of Interest. 

Sincerely yours, 

I. Ed^ar Hoover 






i 



MAILER 31 

APR 11 1951 

COMM-FBI 



Enclosures (5) 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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4-61 LEB Introduction 
Director's speech of 10-18- 
Communist Target— Youth 
Expose of Soviet .Espionage f, pj 
47th National Convention &'3-60 
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W.C. Sullivan . 

Tele. Room 

Ingram „„.„.,. 
Gandy 



^ ^^OTE: No record could be located in Buflles Identifiable with 
^^P'correspondent. !'The l!)'^CSmo6t; Reppety iai2ffl3fe^ffiiffi^:^.a5i;^ the 
^complete' title^is^TrQ| being used, 
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GROVE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

GAMBIER. OHIO 



Mr. Tolsol 



Mr. Pardons */_- j 

-i:/^/ Belmont [ 

I Mx-^Conrad .-A i 



Aoril 6, 3.961 
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Mr. V\'.C.Sullivan 
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Director, J. EcSgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washin^i:ton , 1^^ Q.. 

Re: THE D/^mpMOOT RPPORT 



V 



Dear Sir: 

Thank ycu for the job your department is doing 
to keep America strong;, 

I am planning to v^rite my senator concerning 
some very important matters that have come to 
my attention' in the r)p,c,x v/eeks. Some of the . 
thinss'vvere revealed in a publication written 
bv DaiV^'Smoot in the DAN S^OOT REPORT. My quest- 
i o n'^'^ts^^^^Tiovr far can I truet the statements 
made by Dan Smoot in the Dan Smoot Report?" 

I will be deeoly indebted to you for your effort 
in ansv/erlng this letter. 

Sincerely, 



fd 



Frank Dawson, Pastor 
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UNITED STATES GOVERN wiENT 

Memorandum 



\ \ Tolsoi 

i J Parsoi 

^ ^ Mohr 

y^' Belmont 
y>5^^r Callahan 
'* -/^^ Conrad . 



na f^ >^ 



TO 



U 



Mr. D^toach 



date: 4-17-61 



FROM 



M. 





/ ^ 

5ubjec;k. DA^MOOT" "to ADDRESS 

^ ^DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 4-18-61 

The 4-16-61 edition of "The Sunday Star" contained an article 
concerning the activites of the'VOth Continental Congress of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution which will open its convention with an address by 
Senatory Barry Goldwater on the evening" of 4-17-61. The article . notes that 
Dan Smoot of Dallas, Texas, will discuss "I Will Not Sin by Silence" on 
Tuesday night, National Defense Night. 

Dan Smoot is a former Special Agent of the FBI who entered 
on duty 3-23-42 and resigned 6-15-51. ShorUy before his resignation he was 
censured, placed on probation and transferred due to several unfoimded charges 
\ against his SAC. His attitude before and after resignation was extremely 
antagonistic, and he was not recommended for reinstatement. He is the author 
Ipf the "Dan Smoot Report, " a weekly publication which deals with highly 
\controversial topics. This Bureau has received numerous inquiries regarding 
pile activities of Smoot since leaving the FBI. A March 7, 1961, "Los Angeles 
V Times" article entitled "Birch Program in Los Angeles Outlined-Thousands 
g^Reportedly Belong to Chapters in Southland, " reveals "In line with Welch's Blue 
>NBook instructions, the society is working to broaden the audience of such 
commentators as Manion, Dan Smoot and, locally, Ed Delaney.'^ A January 30, 
1961, "Smoot Report" discusses possibilities of impeaching Chief Justice 
[Earl Warren from the Supreme Coxirt stating, " there are ample grounds for, 
J[ impeachment not only of Warren but of all nine Supreme Court Justices. "^„ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT . 

Memorandum n/ 



FROM 



Mr. DeLoach 
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date: April 20, 1961 




subject: dan SMOOT'S SPEECH AT DAUGHTERS OF^ 

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION CONGRESS ( D.A.R.) 
(FORMER FBI AGENT) 



A 



3 



On the evening of April 18, 1961, Dari-Smoot, former Special Agent 
assigned to the Crime Records Division, was the speaker of the evening at the Daughters 
of the American Revolution's (D. A. R, ) Continental Congress/Llieinghejd this week at 
Constitution HaU in Washington,. D^C. Suttler's mother-in-law, Mrs. Henry G.Goodloe, 
is a representative at the Congress from her chapter in Mississippi. Suttler had an 
opportunity last night to discuss with her Smoot's speech. Mrs. Goodloe stated Smoot 
spoke for 50 minutes; that his speech was interspersed with wit and subtle stabs at the 
Administration, ". . . but he was so witty. . . " it was difficult to pinpoint any one thing he 
said against various branches of the Government. Mrs. Goodloe stated he seemed to be 
•gainst everything" and one woman asked him if he was "for" anything. He answered thi 
by stating he was 100% for the Constitution of the United States as written by the Founding 
Fathers, but would like to see it interpreted, properly, or words to that effect. 

Mrs. Goodloe further stated that in meditating on Smoot's remarks, she 

felt he was "very brazen"; that he criticized the President of the United States, which she 

felt was improper; that he condemned the Supreme Court and stated the Chief Justice and 

ail the Justices of the Supreme Court should be impeached. A D. A.R. representative 

from Vermont yesterday told Mrs. Goodloe that regardless of the standing ovation ^which 

Smoot received at the conclusion of his talk, she did not like his talkj£jh[e_sgemfid^:«^ 

d^mn everything in the country, but had no suggestions as tOtlKTwlHIn^s mightJbe i^ 

[BEC-140: 61f ,51^:$^^ W-.. ---,.- . 
Suttler asked Mrs. Goodloe if any mention was made of Mr. Hboyer or4l;fe 

FBI by Smoot. She stated Smoot meticulously evaded making any dero|IA(^ry>rebiarks_J 

a|out the Director or the FBI as he was smart enough to know how the D. A. R. "admires 

liilr. Hoover and Smoot would not dare say anything against the Director or the FBI befor< 

a body of D. A. R. representatives. She stated the only mention made of the FBI was 

during the course of Smoot's introduction by eomeone who mentioned he had formerly 

worked for the FBI. 



/ X 



Suttler is trying to obtain a transcript of Dan Smoot's complete speech^ O 
as a matter of information to the Bureau. 

RECOMMENDATION; "^f ^,> 
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date: 4-17-61 
FROM : C. R. Davidson 

subject: HOWARD D, SMOOT 

Former Special Agent 

Resigned 6-15-51 - On Probation at time of resignation 

The following is a brief summary of former Special Agent Smooths 
record for the Director's use. 

Mr. Smoot entered on duty on 3-23-42, served in various field 
offices and also in a supervisory capacity in the Investigative Division 
and the Records and Communications Division. In 1951 while he was assigned 
to the Dallas Division, during the course of aniaspection he submitted a 
memorandum to the Inspector, Mr, G, C. Gearty, setting out various criticisms 
of the then SAC, Mr. Hawkins. In brief, he made allegations that the SAC 
had mishandled an investigative matter and submitted inaccurate information 
to the Bureau. The Inspector conducted a detailed inquiry into those 
allegations and found that they were unsubstantiated except for one instance 
of delay on the part of the SAC and an unintentional error in supplying 
information. In substance they were not true. It was recommended and 
approved that he be censured, placed on probation and transferred to the 
Savannah Office. 

By letter dated 6-8-51 he submitted his resignation which was 
accepted by Bureau letter of 6-18-51. He was not recommended favorably 
for reinstatement. On his cease duty performance rating SAC Hawkins rated 
him SATISFACTORY with a minus rating in attitude inasmuch as his attitude 
had been extremely antagonistic. 

In June, 1951, Smoot went to work for the *'Facts Forum" a group 
financed and backed by the Texas millionaire oil man, H. L. Hunt. He 
resigned from 'Tacts Forum" in July, 1955, and since that time has been 
engaged privately as a commentator and as publisher of a news sheet entitled 
''The Dan Smoot Report.'' In response to a request made by SAC, Salt Lake 
City in October, 1957, the Bureau advised him of former SA Smoot 's record 
while in the Bureau. , He was instructed to be most circumspect in answering 
any inquiries concerning him or in any contacts the SAC may have with him. 
In March, 1959, a SAC Letter was prepared setting forth this same infoarmation 
in view of the many inquiries the Bureau had received concerning "The Dan 

smoot Beporf. . m-fH lol'Jf^ 3<i>S>9 -^0? 

By letter of 2-14-58, former SA Smoot requested a br^ef/ Jitter 
from the Director setting out the bare facts that he served as a Sp^ijal 
Agent of the FBI and served honorably until h^ voluntarily resigned in 
June, 1951. He commented that in his radio and television work he dealt 
with controversial issues and individuals who disagreed with his anti- 
communist, antisocialist view point and attempted to discredit him by 
spreading npiors that he was fired from the FBI. He added that if such a 
lette^wa3.f^i^jW«|^ed by the Director, he would make no other use of it 
tha,n fl||8^^"^i§^ and copies sent to anyone questioning that he^ 

FDH:s^ (2) PERMANENT BRIEF ATTACHED (OVER) ^^^ 
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was in the Bureau and left under honorable circumstances. By memorandum 
2-19-58 it was recommended and approved that a letter be sent to him setting 
forth his dates of duty with the Bureau and the fact that he voluntarily 
resigned* This was sent on 2-20-58. 

On 6-2-60 the San Francisco Office received information from a 
Confidential Sourne tha.tl I also 



known a j | had stated she had a coxmtiitment to furnish a ^^ 
series of articles on communist agtiyitY in M^xj^qq tQ Dan ISroPQtt P^Al^ig. b7c 
'^r t v^n — ip collaboration with] | 



Memorandum dated 2-28-61 reflected that Mr. Kemper saw Congress- 
man Walter Rogers, Democrat from Texas, at which time Congressman Rogers 
stated that his constituents were becoming almost hysterical over the 
communist situation and that frankly he did not know how to control them. 
He said that the John Birch Society have the people in his district greatly 
stirred up as well as former Special Agent Dan Smoot, Congressman Rogers 
said he thought "Smoot should be arrested for some of the statements he 
makes.'' Kemper pointed out to the Congressman that while Smoot is a former 
Special Agent, we, of course, cannot control his writings. Kemper further 
noted to the Congressman that Smoot is one of those rare instances where 
a former agent had traded on his relationship with the Bureau. 

It is noted that since leaving the Bureau, he has apparently 
capitalized on his former emplojrment with the Bureau and the newssheet 
entitled "The Dan Smoot Report" of which he is commentator and publisher 
deals with such topics as communism, desegregation, etc, and is frequently 
highly controversial. 

The January, 1961, Membership Directory of the Society of Former 
Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Incorporated, 
reflects he is a Publisher, Radio and TV Broadcasting, and his business 
address is: The Dan Smoot Report, 6441 Gaston Avenue, I^llas 14, Texas. His 
residence is 1430 San Rafael Drive, Dallas 18, Texas. 
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4 April 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau" of Invest igat ion , 
The Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C« 




HoU'^t/n I 



,V/K 







Dear Mr# Hoover: 

You and I have exchanged letters over many years now, but I'm ..[ ]l 

sure -you-wii ll agx^ ee— that I have-n-ever bothered you with- -any- \/r7Jr:T^r 

matters that I didn't consider should come to, your attention k^ ^ ^' 

0*- sive you somothing to ^"^^^^^^ j,^^ ^^,„^ ' ' 

Presently, I'm quite aware, you've got all you can handle in 
the area of "subversion" by the Communist apparatus without 
having to look ijp(bo the matter of this growing tendency of 
"dgij^gooders" who think they are helping to fight Communism 
by Jaking matters into their own un-skilled hands. If they 
continue, I'm afrai'd they are going to cause you some head- 
aches and thus deprive you of the time you need for keeping 
paae^with the Coimnunist movements. . 

':This^John Burch Society, I'm sure, has been called Vo your 
attention. It may mean well but it worries a lot oft^us since 
i^it claims one thing and acts peculiarly, iispecially [when it 
comej^to character assasination, it is frighteaing. The way 
they'd have the public believing, practi cally every one in our 
Pedersd government is a Communist |S®ftfe» ' 

On top of this appears a man by the name 
his claims, you must know very weU^ He 

we.ekly from Dallas. -He also maj^VoT:.. ^ — . 

A^rined of mine got hold of ti^ concerning our Ch^^f -Justice, 
Eaxl Warren, which was, 
a:'- loyal American. This 

copy of .— ^t^. , .^ /— — 

]i'enclose/a letter which I have written Mr. Smoot,r^opiirg=^he 

will mend his ways, also a page torn from a recent ?^.sue of The^ ,. 

j^^ Angeles Times regarding the John Burch Society. b-Ai^d-7«rtuol| 

if these Kroups really wanted to help you, they should kfeTS^jctheir .Si; 
mouths shut' Saisten, gather evidence, and forward it to you- for .V: 

yottr f iags-\5%hich/ as the proper place -fOj?. it. Maybe you ought .^i,- 
||to ma^eii3feie^7k#d' of public statm^nt,' hot naming any of them, but ;f 
n_^ — -.^r-jt^l&iV)^ them know the harm" they .are doing -by- their acts. ^ } 



___ has aut^%fy'^^^%^'^- 
Jut phm phlets- to^^ siaDscribers. 



s, iftf-my opinion, U disgracefujij^atttack oo. 

•; />V T Vioira wr^^-hh^n H'ln . ftmriOt: . llH-nT rrf?«^>lft ■^^•v.i.w*! 
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, 'aijLcO^ 2»y very best wishes and kind regards, 



iRlS§V.'>-V 



Sincerely, 
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4 April 1961 



LIr>, Dan Smoot 
Dallas 14, ^ • 
(Texas, 

1 
Dear Mr. Smoot: 

I havG on occasions listened to your t.v, "broadcasts. Much of 
v/hat you liad to say made sense, much of it cave reasons for a 
more serious study of situations, much of it controversial, and 
much of it directly contradictory to your prof uM3aod aims and 
purpOGOs, Ac I understand it, your basic aim and purpose is to 
arouse the citizens to a point of action vrherehy they v/ill ask 
for a ret\irn to our constitutional form of govornmont, a govern- 
nent "based upon Republican principles. This is understandable, 
I oven acroe that wo have by public sufferance allov/ed the feder- 
al sovernmenfc to take on certain powers which vxere not allowed it 
under our Constitution. 

However, if you UT^hold our form of e;ovcrniaonb , surely then you 
must agree that in order to correct any defects, or to rectify 
public grievances, the people have a pM^kS to peacefully assemble, 
come to^some orderly unders banding, and address those Grievances 
to the public office involved, or to The President if that be 
noceasary. This is our right and o\ir duby. 

-/ihat •DU37.1es me, and I*m sure it must be puzzslins a groat many 
OGhor" serious-minded citizens, is how you can make some of your 
public attacks and accusations upon parties, simply because you 
die up evidence which leads- you to suspect but not to prove tlirougi 
neliable, positive, documented evidence. 

Gone one mailed me your t\70 pam|>hlets in v;hich you make direct 
accusations and ask for tho impeachment. of the Chief Justice of 
The Supreme Court, The Hon. Barl Warren. I have carefully read 
all that you have to say. The evidenco you produced certainly 
can not malce Justice \7arron the most popular of men, but is it 
based xroon absolute facts or simply on your analysis of his acts 
in office? The late philosopher, I Ir. Elbert Hubbard once said, 
"It is better not to know so much than to know so much that isn't 
so!" 

I will not Qo back and pick out all of your statoMents in your 
case against Justice Warren, but I will give you a few things on 
which to ponder, and you will not be an^ry with me for so doing 
ix you truly believe in justice, in our American liberties, and 
•in our Constitutions 
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Pi est, in the hinfcory of our SupremG Court;, it 
nado dGcisionsT uiiich nany individuals, nany sc 



^b has occasionally 

ia^iuu uuii J.OJ.U1JLS1 uiixv^ii iitiiv -i-j.iu.4.v j.u,u..*jk.»i., jiic*ixjr SOCtiionG OX OUX* SOGlCCyj 

many of our local govorn-nenbs did nob like and resented, Yol; they 
vwrQ the honest opinions of able men, non. of absolute loyalby to 
tlioir country. Of ben, too, if you will look into some of the re- 
narks of those men, you will discover bhat of ben they reluctantly 
handed down a decision which did not satisfy bhem for the simple 
reason bhat our basic laws arc so sot up that it allocs many of 
th.^ Cuilty to slip throueh loopholes which v/ere mcanb to protect 
the innocent. I have, on a nuriber of occasions* , hefxrd jurors say 
bhat many of our laws, in| State as well as Federal courts, v/ere so 
\/ide as to allow a clevei-tLav/yer to clear a client. They felt some 
of our laws should bo more specific, more clearly defined, more 
accurate in definition, :^b since the lav/s were as they are, they 
could do no more bhan to respect and support them, 

Therefore, I would like to suceest that if you wish to he fair in 
the matter, you should not atback Justice V/arron, but call atbennti< 
to the laws by \7hich he is obliged to hand dovm his decisions. And 
you will find the proper place to put the blame. Aad this area can 
be corrected by proper, parliamentary procedure. 

It stands to reason that over the years, many of our lav/s have be- 
come outmoded and need to be replaced by ones more practical for 
the changes in our society. But to openly abtaok a man v;ho is only 
doine his duty, no, natter ho\7 much you may disapprove of what he 
does, is not compatible \/ibh oxir American way. And bo ask for the 
impeachment of a Supreme Courb Jusbice, especially on such evidence 
as you produce, is disc-caceful in my opinion. 

A man who publicly expresses hiranelf , it seems to me, must be doubl; 
careful of what he says, and must be absolutely certain of his evid 
ence. Irresponsible reportin:-: and opinionated conclusions are not 
Y/elcomo to the sane mass of .-liiericans, .\nd to dtimage a man's reput- 
ation by a smear campaign is stoopinc to the methods used by the 
Communists in their v;ar against organized society, 

I do not claim to knov/ as much aboub bhe CoFimunist conspiracy in 
/im^^rica as you do, bub I do happen to know a great deal cibout it 
since I cans face to face wibh ib, back in 195^, when one of its 
aTiparatus infiltrated our Screenwriters Guild in Ilolly./ood and 
succeeded in gaining control of our board of directors. It was 
some birae later bhat the whole bhing was exposed. The FBI and 
the House Un-toorican Activitios Commit bee brou-hb it out inao 
the oncn. Those few of us inside 'She Guild \;ho openly fought 
from the beginning, got "blaOaisted-'-by the Commy group who had 
dominntod the writers group and spread their "sphere of influence" 
into the Tiroducers section, thus by "smear mechods" and clover 
libble tricks, keeping us out of work while havinrj bheir supporters 
succeed. They knew if v;e kept stron^^ we'd have licked them. But 
in GTj it e of all bhe evidence we had (and still have) of this 
"blacklist" (which is recognized by The House Un*amv?rican Act- 
ivties Committee to exist, v/e have not yet been able to pinpoint 
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l-c a-\v ij\di\ri."\i \1 o- ,v'o\\n an tho inotircatoro. V/e belicvG that 
i-;jill» u.iviv\iv:--' •"^'•:"^^' i^.Mr<.'liarv>, aro hard-core Comnunists registorinG 
a cr^iiorc, Ox influonco on oaploymenfc in Holl^vood, .\nd yet we do 
not' have CTifficiont documentary proof, only certain evidence, 'Je 
oven suspect certain persons, and yet, since there is no definite 
•oroof , MQ do not name them or even \7j:;iisper their names about. \1Q 
have tried to do it the American v/ay. It is not pleasant and it 
has not "boon easy, but wo, have manaced to Rurvive in eritJ® o£ all 
bhey have done against us, 

llr. J. Kdf';ar Hoover is v;ell av;aro of all of this, Hs and his men 
ace alert 'and careful - but patient. "The House irn-.\norican Actxv- 
itics Committee is also av;are and alert. This is where such a 
situation belongs, so that the innocenb do not get hurt by bexng 
wrongly accused, sinply by questionable evidence. 

Unless you Imov; the underlying facts, often direct evidence can be 
mislead i.ng, For instance, although I suspected many of ny fcllov; 
writers, back in those days before vJorld V/ar II of being Coimunists 
not a one of then ever aslcod ne to doin, and I never asked them it 
"they v;ore party menbors, but naturally I was curious. I wanted to 
meet Harry Bridges because he was causing some great amount of trou 
oust then, and I practically pushed ny -/ay into getbing i^ivited to 
a "rather In^" at someone's hone in Beverly Hills, At that gatherini 
I was surprised to discover certain people \Tho I would never suspec- 
would have anythin;^ '''o <^o '-^^^^^ Coronunism, But by tho same toKen, I 
an sure they wore^siirprised to find ne there. And so, I can only^ 
conclude, they may have cone for tho s;ame reason I did, -'^s f or thi 
Harry Bridges, I had a very long talk with him, about condibions in 
the doclavorkers \inions, etc, and I only poked nuestions which he 
certainly went into great lengths to ansv/er. I could see that here 
\7as a slick operator, carefully schooled, always on the alert, and 
a brain - even if I did not approve of his kind of mind. And that 
is what the Communists have, very clever, strong-minded, dedicated 
follovre^sa who guide the works, Md I feel bhe more v/e know bhw 
they talkT bhe easier they are to detect, O^hey use certain phrases 
words, expressions that are drilled into them, I tell you all this 
because, under the circumstances, someone could have soon ne at thi 
"^-atherinp-" and sent lay name into the PBI or even spread it around 
that! was a party member. And how /rong they'd bo. That is why 
we must be careful calling names simply- by a certain a^iount of 
evidence. 

llr. Snoot, as a T>ublic figiire, you can do a lot of goo^ by being 
caroful and vou can do a lot of harm by being careless. I trust 
you are nob offended by what I have had to say. This is my opmior 
and I am not bashful about saying v/hat I, think, but directly to the 
person involv.)d, not in a smear campaign. 

Cordially » 
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Dear 



I Save received your letter of April 4, with enclo- 
sures, and I appreciate the concern which prompted you to write. 

Tho FBI, Z3 an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government, docs not furnish comments or evaluations with 
respect to any individual, publication or organization. I firmly 
believe, however, that it behooves every one of us to make a 
cj^certed effort to gain a broad knowledge of the objectives and 
Pgerations of the communist menace. A lack of understanding is 
dangerous in that it is often responsible for the reprehensible and-i 
Indiscriminate labeling as communists those who merely dissent 'j 
or advocate unpopular or unorthodox views. t ] _^ 

m 

In view of your interest in the subject of your let™r| 
I am enclosing a copy of a statement I recently made which you^-^ ^ 
may like to read. ,^ ~ 
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APR 141961 

COMM-FBI 



Sincarely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoovet 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no derogatory information concerning the correspondai 
In the past he has furnished information to the Bureau by letter which he 
believed to be of interest, ^ ' ,t 

^V7 iV^v 1 ^ (continued on next page) Y\ ^ 
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NOTE: The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, by Robert H. Welch, Jr. , oi Belmont, Massachusetts, It 
is incorporated under laws of State of .Massachusetts; Is allegedly anti- 
communistj has chapters throughout the country; and has not been 
investigated by the Bureau. Welch and the Society in the past have 
been extremely crttical of former President Eisenhower. 
(62-104401) 



Dan Smoot to whon| refers is Howard Dan Smoot, 



:b6 
:b7C 



former Special Agent from 3-23-42 to 6-15-51 at which time he 
voluntarily resigned, SAC Letter 59-17F instructed all field offices 
to be most circumspect in handling inquiries concerning Smoot. This 
Letter instructed that inquiries should be answered indicating that 
any opinions and comments he might currently be making in connection 
with his Dan Smoot Report, lectures or radio programs are strictly 
his own and do not represent the FBI, 
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TRUE COPY 



Tuesday, May 16, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation ^ / q 

Washington, D. C. 






To whom it may concern; 

I understand that DaiL^moot, a Texas T. V. commentator, 
and author of Jthe Dan Smoot Report, was a member of the F. B. I. from 
1942 unUl 1951. ' 

Since Mr. Smoot has expressed such strong views for 
Americanism; against communism, pseudo liberalism, collectivism in 
general; he has left himself open to all sorts of charges. One of which 
is that he was never an F. B. I. agent, or that he was kicked out of the 
F.B.I. . 

If it is not against your policy, I would greatly appreciate 
getting facts on Mr. Smoot from a source that I can trust to be objectively 
honest. If this is not possible, could you at least verify that he was a 
member of your organization. Thank you. 
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* I have received your letter of May 16, and the interest 
prompting you to communicate is appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry, I can inform you that 
Mr. Smoot was employed in the Federal Bureau of Investigation as 
a Special Agent from March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951, when 
he voluntarily resigned for personal reasons. As you can readily 
understand, I am not in a position to express any opinion concerning 
Mr. Smooths activities subsequent to his resignation. 
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COWiM-FBl 



Sincerely yours, 

EL Edgar HddveK 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 






NOTE: No information could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. Howard D^^Smoot, former SA, resigned following 
censure, probationaiid transfer due to several unfounded charges 
made by him against his SAC, and due to his dereliction in not apprising 
the Bureau of certain matters. He was not recommended for reinstatement. 
(67-263(689) 
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Fec'sral Bureau of Inveetl.^atlon 
V/asbiorton , D.C. 

Gentle-^iiGn: 

In January of this year, I was elGOtecS t,v ths Samsota Qounty 
Board of Public Instruction of Sarasotu County, Floriaa, to be 
the Gbairaan of this board for ci two year period. One of my 
'tik.ln concr^rne ie the keeplno; out of our gq'oooI system tatiQceira 
and/or influences that -iiay tend to be cooi^nunistic. Just recent- 
ly soiie inforiiatl.n wa?. i^iven to me by a person in our e:nploy, 
whicb raises sooie ouerrtions in my ^ind as to that person's loyal- 
ty and also to' the "reliability of the infor'aation which was jiven 
to Tie. >Iay I request soue answers to my questions? 

Question 1. If there is a doubt in a person's naind as to the 
loyalty of another pc-rnon or of that other person's tendency 
toward ccnuuni soi , what proce.ure should be 11x7: erT~tro""c hie c'rv^'l^ ~ 

this second person? 

^aestion 2, Cne of the articles ,^iven to ue was called "The,/jan 
&npoXiHeport,;'. It is published in Dallas, Texas, by Dan ;jrr[66l ," " 

"who suppo^^edly \^or'^ed^'ir^v:^:r'T7n^''lx'^etit startin'r"''In 1942. Can you 

/7ive ii€ soTie loyalty d6t::;ils on this person and do you have- any 
infornation on bis publicat i :.ns.? 

Question 3. Another oablication was -a. brochure advertising: the, 
book '*Bendincr the Twi^" written by Auc^ustin G-. Rudd , In readinr 
coTi'nents on the book, I notice such people as the followin.c;; writ- 
in^r these co'Uiients: 

Z. Merrill Root, Profess:or of ^njlish, Sarlhan College 

Dr. J.B. Matthews, ^^uthor and Lecturer 

• National Econoaic Council, New York 

, Ail-Aiie rican Books, America's Future, Inc., i\ew York 

• ilrs. v;alter Fer^'uson, coluinnist, Tulsa Tribune . 

• 7.'ill ford I. Kin-, ? ro f e s :- o r E^n c r 1 1 u s . . Sc a.Qj^idjLLa^'-Ie w / /-"t/ 
York adversity j 6?:r^£t^/7j:.-^/^ / /' ^'' 

There are also iiany others who wro^e''''c'3uriient"V. ^_'"C:a!n 'you^^'^^iTv^ ine 
unj Iniorziution re^^rdirv^ c.oy of tie above ,an;5Uft^hl.6au.t^h*or. | I-Iy 

reason fjr requesting trl^, is t '-Jt- ■a.t . one t-i'ng. our, sc-hoo"l"'"^starf 

ha:: C':cC>:6d out E. .-lerrlll o-oot , an:: we were not too iuoressed by 
t h^ r^; 7ult s. 

^.Iso, I have received a copy of "a Citizens .-Ic^nual for Py.blic Schools" 
writ^ten by I-Iorti:ier c::iith.^ Do. -you have anythi^,-:- on. thl3,?^ir^^>^ 






m 



I anrdt^.vrplj' concerned about the inf lit rutido ; af co:;niiuni 55tic ideas^ ' 
into our (Educational scclety, therefore, mj^ pergonal request f or " 
the above .lnio:raation froTj you, I kaow that"if I receive it direct;; 

.from, the FBI, it has not teen tampered witb by in betv/een's'.;.;'"';.:"" ;.,.-/ 

Tour coopsrution and vruldaace in these i^nportc;.nt naatte rs- will be .-■ ; 
^^rsatly appree^iiiteci ■ an/; I will- look forv^aird 1 9- j^eur- as.^no^viea^s^iertt' 
^f. Feeeipt et thi s ' eerre apendenee . /■. • ",' '' ' -/>--^,,^ 



■ ^ '■/. ■■<'■ 



He 5^pg ct fully regue sted ^> 



Board 'of Public' In.;st.ructiori 

Saraso'ta .County , Florida' '■:■ 



be 

:b7C 



,Note 



X1^J1^£^ 



'■n rr-p.^- r prre spondence "-t o -'-ny • hoi^e 'add re s£'-^whicb-.>l s 
Sara 5^ota ,' Flo fid'a, - . ■; V • ■^■'.:, ■ 
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"» - /(^as-yo. 



1 - Mr, Simpson 



y/ 



Juno 2, 1961 / 
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be 
:b7c 






u^ r 
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Sara^:ota, irxorica 



Boar 



Z^/9 n 3/71O0 f 



Y^ur letter dated I^ay 25, i9Gl, has boon 
recoived, and your interest in writing to ae is appreci- 
ated. 

la vio^ of the contents of your coDxr.unication, 

I eu im^tructing the Special Agont iu Charge of our 

T^rapa Office to have an Agent contact ycu in the near 
future . 

I pja encioGins two iten^s of literature v;hich 
may be of interest to yoa. 

Sincerely yours, ;,- 
J. Edgar Hoover 



MAILED. 31 
COMM-FBi 



y 



To 

Wohr 



Culi(]fKifi 

'v^otirai-i 

DoLnnch 

IJvan:i 

Hai-f.-n 












Enclosures (2) 

2 - Tanpa (enclosures - 2) 

ATTENTION: SAC, TAMP A 

EnclosGd are two copies of correspondent *s 
cor-r.unication»; Bufjll^s contain ho identifiable data 
concerning the correspondent. -a 

NOTE TO TAMPA,' CONTINUED, PAGE TWO ^ ) >vr^^^'4% ' ^^'^ ^Y^ Vi 

SEE NOTE ON YELLOW/ PAGE 'HIEEE , /^^w^AaI^ 






t;.........._^ 

In.n-.iin \\ 
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RDs:pw:;(5) j)^' . i-3 ■ 



^fi (f /K^ 



V-n 



/^^' 



:b6 
hlC 



NOTE TO TAIIPA, CONTINUED 

For your information, Bufiles contain no identifi- 
able data of a subversive nature concerning any of the 
individuals and publications mentioned by the correspondent, 
except Mrs. Walter Ferguson. In 1943 she was reported to 
be considered a friend and sympathizer of the Comiaunist 
Party. She has not been investigated by the Bureau* 

(62—5—4917) 

YOU are instructed to have an Agent promptly 

contact the correspondent and obtain the identity of the 
individual he states is of doubtful loyalty. The confi- 
dential nature of Bufiles should be carefully explained 
to the correspondent and it should be tactfully explained 
to him that it is not possible to furnish him information 
concerning the loyalty of an individual, including those 
individuals he may suspect and report to your office. Due to 
the confidential nature of our files, it is of course not 
possible to furnish him any information concerning the 
individuals and publications he mentioned; however, the 
correspondent should be advised that he should not infer 
that our files do or do not contain information concerning 
them. 

The A^ent may advise the correspondent that 
Hov/ard D. "Dan'^^ Smoot v/as employed as a Special Agent of 
""tSe"'"FBI from March 23, 1942, until his resignation on 
June 15, 1951. Any opinions or conments Smoot may be 
making through his *^Dan Smoot Reports" and his lectures 
and radio programs are strictly his own and do not represent 
the FBI in any manner. (62-102576) 

The results of this contact with the correspondent 
should be promptly furnished the Bureau under appropriate 
caption making reference to this communication. 

The following items of literature were sent to 
the correspondent : 

1. "Vfhat You Can do to Fight Cosmunism and 
Preserve America. '• 

2. Director's Statement dated April 17, 1961, 
Concerning Internal Security. 



-. 2 - 



be 

:b7C 



NOTE ON YELLOW: 

ci' i,„Kn« Correspondent states that as Chairman of the Board 
?J ^^Jic Instruction, his main concern is keeping out of 
tne school system teachers who ©ay bo coiamunistic. He 
has recently received information concerning an employee 
r«;^L«S^®®*'^'^®^*^*'°^ concerning this ejnployee»s loyalty. 
Correspondent aoes not further explain and does not furnish 
the esiployee»s name. Ee inquires as to the procedure to be 
taken to "check out this second person." He refers to 
Dan Smoot and requests information as to his loyalty and 
informatxon concerning his publications. Correspondent 
also ixsts two organizations, two publications and 
oi^hem ^^^^^^"^^ ^°^ requests any information ^^e may have 
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TRUE COPY 



May 26, 1961 



1 



I 






pin 

o 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

I have been receiving the "Dan Smoot Report" , 
which I'm sure you are familiar with. I know nothing abbuf^" 
this man except what I read in his report. 

I would appreciate knowing if he is on your 
list of known Communist or if he has any Commimist leanings. 



Thank you for your cooperation, 
/s/ 



/ 



r?-»6-? (oS'^'^^X 



b 



-i. U i •.) V » 



Address reply to: 



Miami, Florida 

■ n 



REC-95 d^'Mj^ S Iti -- *r fe* 

9 JUN 9 1961 



o 



.b6 
:b7C . 



'^ 



<P 



W 




:^ 



w 



^ 






fsJ^ 



^. 



\ 






a, 



<^ 
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Junes, 1961 



REC 



.^i^^'^o^s-yi^^lp 



\ 


Miami, ilOrtoa 


Deai 





Your letter of May 26, 1961, with enclosure^ 
has been received, and the interest which prompted you to 
write is appreciated. 

' In response to your inquiry, I can inform you 
that lilrC Smoot was employed in the Federal Bureau of 
Inveetigatibn as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942, untU 
June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily resigned for personal 
reasons. In that Mr. Smoot is no longer connected with this 
Bureau and the opinions expressed are his own, I am unable 
to comment regarding Wm- 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 
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JUN6-19B1 

COMM-FBl 



J* Edgar Hoovec 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



..-'vv 



>■ 



:.0 ^' . . 



£.■ 



Tolson — 
Belmont _ 
Mohr _ — 
CoUahan . 
Conrad — 
DeLoach . 
Evans . 



Enclosures (3) 

4-17-61 Statement re internal, securi^^ ^^ 
Communist Illusion & Democratic Reaiitji'H .SI 
Series from Chrsitianity Today 




rtr 



./ 



Mai one _ 
Ro6«n — 
Sullivan 
Tavel — 



NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with^^Cjorrespondent. Enclosure was 
a small sheet containing backgrcxind information on Smootf. 
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Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Ingraro 

Gandy . 1^ . > y- 
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easl hilhide drive • bloomingtorir indiana • edison 2-7251 



June 14, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investif^atlon 
U. S. Departnent of Justice 
Washington, D. C, 



Gentlemen: 

I have been interested in reading; one of "The Dan 
Smoot iieports". The one which I am looking'; at now, 
dated Kay 15, 1961 (Volume 7, No, 20), contains a brief 
resume of Smoot 's background which I assume is accurate. 
This resume asks whether the readers believe Smoot is 
providing effective tools for those who want to think 
and talk and write on the side of freedom. Since I 
feel definitely so inclined, I would like any cormnent 
whiph your office would be willing to make about "The 
Dan_Smopt Reports". I am fully aware of the fact that 
as an Agency of the United States Government you cannot 
endorse any commercial enterprise but my question is 
aimed at asking your Bureau for any official comment 
which it can make with regard to the implication that 
the Smoot Reports, at least from the standpoint of past 
background, would accord with the aims of the F.B.I,, 

Any information which you can give me in this re- 
gard will be sincerely appreciated. . 

:c-m ^'^^<^s <i99- ^/^ 



Sincerely yours. 



be 

:b7C 




\jm /imz 



.,„J J LJt*w i mH.,,^ iiii .jj i WW] ii m i 1 11 II ■ I ■ ■ I i ^ pi wtj 
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June 22, 1961 



Sarkes Tarzian, inc. 
East Hillside Drive 
Bloom ingtoui Indiana 



be 

b7C 



Deal 



Your letter dated June 14, 1961, has been 



o 

0'> 



received* 



In response to your inquiry, Mr. Smoot 
was employed in the Federal Bureau of Investigation as a 
Special Agent from March 23, 1942, until Jvme 15, 1951, 
when he voluntarily resigned for personal reasons. In that 
Mr. Smoot is no longer connected with this Bureau, I am 
unable to comment regarding any opinions expressed on his 
own in publications he prepares. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. La^iar Hoover 



M/\IlEI 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Tolson 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Callahan 

Conrad . 

DeLoGch 

Evans _ 

Mai one . 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter . 

Tele. Room . 

Ingram 

Gandy ^- 



M)TE: Howard D. Smoot, Former SA, resigned following censure, pro- 
bation and t^an^fer due to several unfoimded charges made by him against 
his T3Ad, ^'£nd due to his dereliction in notapprisLng the Bureau of certain 
matters. He was not recommended for reinstatement. (67-263689) 
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MAIL ROOM 



□ 



TELETYPE UNIT 



□ 



i€^ 



Edmond, Oklahoma 
July 22, 1961 



The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D. C» 



Gentlemen: 



/, 




Mr* Danl^moot of P. 0* Box 953^, Lakewood Station, Dallas 
14, Texas writes an information phamplet available by 
subscription^ 

Of his background, Mr# Smoot states he was employed by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation several years and was 
an assistant to J# Edgar Hoover for a period of time. 

Would you please write me verifying these statements of 
Mr. Smooth Thankyyou for your consideration. 



Sincerely, 



be 

b7C 



f 



i-'^ 



V' *J «^ 



atc-132 I'-'-- ,,-:., /-,;.■:, . 
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■0^ 



■} 






^L^'C 




# 



July 28, 1961 



Edmond, Oklahoma 



• b6 



Dear 



Your letter of July 22, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 






In response to your inquiry, I can inform you 
that Mr. Snaoot was employed in the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942, until June 15, 
1951, when he voluntarily resided for personal reasons. In that 
Mr. Smoot is no longer connected with this Bureau and the 
opinions expressed are his own, I am unable to make any additional 
comment regarding him. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest to you. 



TolsDh _ 
Belmoat , 
Mohr 



Callahan — 

Conrad — 

DeLoach — 

Evans 

Malone — 

Rosen ^ 

Sullivan — -- 
Tovel ^ 



Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Ingram ~ — 

Gandy 



maile:;^ 30 



Sincerely yours, 



It. p, 



Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



\ 



/ 



Enclosures (4) 

4-17-61 Internal Security Statement 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
One Nation^ s Response to Communism 
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NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. -F 
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TBI Training Helps 
Dan Smoot's Report 



-BTFA^RFAX NISBET 



ALMOST ANY morning residents of Forest Hills will 
Isee a slender, handsome young man taking a before- 
breakfast constitutional, making a mile in a steady, deter- 
mined trot. ^ 

The track man in question would be Daln Smoot, for- 

rer FBI agent and onetime administrative assistant to 
Edgar Hoover, former teacher, and presenting radio and 
television commentator, author and publisher of The Dan 
Smoot Report, a magazine presenting the conservative 
viewpoint on the leading political issues of the day. 

And this morning walk, which occurs daily when he is 
in town, is just about the only exercise possible for a man 
whose ever^^ waking hour is devoted to his work. And it*s 
particularly appropriate for a man who has never been in- 
terested in spectator sports. In everything he does he must 
participate. 

And possibly this was the reason that lie became an 

tagent of the Federal Bureau of InvestigatioV when at the 

'outbreak of World War II he was tumedldown for all 

branches of the armed services because en broken-down 

archeiland red-green color-blindness. 

TMs plus his background was an excellent training 
ground for his present work. Born on a farm near East 
Pracie, Mo. which is in the southeast corner of the state, 
he was on his own early, as his parents died when he was 
quite young. He says that as a teenager he did just about 
every kind of manual work that a boy or man ever did to 
earn a living — from chopping cotton in Arkansas to shin- 
ing shoes in Denver, from mining coal in southern Illinois 
to riding fence on a great sprawling ranch in western 
Nebraska. 

It was during this time he arrived in Dallas, fell in 
love with the city and its friendly warm fWople and has 
never changed his mind. He got a job at thef Ben E. Keith 
Co. working 15 hours a day, 6 days a week Jbr $40 a week 
because the manager, Tom Ransom, believed in giving jobs, 
not handouts. During the next 9 years Smoot worked for 
Kei* he acquired a wife, a high school diploma, and B.A. 
andif^.A. degrees from SMU in that order. His early bene- 
fftctcV Mr. Ransom died before he finished college which 
was Jlie one sad note. ^, .. > „^ 

Later Smoot received a teaching fellowship at Harvard 
and enrolled for a doctorate but World War H and his serv- 




DAN SMOOT . . . good backgroun\ 



U 



^'The DalladI Morning News" 
Dallas y Texas 

7- '^O (. \ 

Jack B. Krueger, Managing 

Editor 

Submitted by Dallas Office 



'J 



^^* 



(iC e with FBI interrupted this. From 1946 to 1948 Jy^^ wa s ad- 
mimstlative assistant to J. Edgar Hoover. It was during 
those years that he became acutely concerned about the 
powerful, often controlling influence of foreign ideologies 
in American national affairs. 

In 1948 he was trjnsjiftff-r^td to Dallas because of illness 
in his family, serving as an agent of the Dallas office until 
1951 when he resigned. He was with Facts Forum until 1955 
when he started his own independent publishing of The Dan 
Smoot Report, a free enterprise effort. which is not subsi- 
dized, but depends on its circulation sales only. 

In addition Smoot is heard on 68 radio stations and 
seln on 35 TV stations, all sponsored programs. Included Is 
Wll\A-TV, Channel 8, where the program is telecast eaih 
Suilday at 1 p.m. I* 

*^A controversial figure, Smoot has had listeners arfcl 
viewers suggest that he jump off a Dallas skyscraper, 
others praise him to the skies and some lady viewers have 
proposed marriage. 

At first Dan and his wife handled the work of research 
and getting out the Report themselves on their dining room 
table. Now they have a staff of 12 with more to be added. 
Every topic is carefully researched and documented and 
the system of filing and cataloguing used is a simple form 
I of the one used by the FBI. 

.k man who doesn't mince words in expressing his Vievk 
on tile state of the nation in his broadcasts, Report artickfe 
or siVeeches, in person Smoot is always quietly courteoui 
nev^ raises his voice or gets into violent arguments witi 
those who disagree with his political views. And he is all 
the more effective because of this approach. 

In great demand as a speaker, he recently was the 
chief speaker at a Fourth of July celebration put on by 
the local Jaycees in Houston. According to the Houston 
Post, police estimated that a crowd of 60,000 attended. 

Smoot whose broadcasts and telecasts are aired on nu- 
merous California stations, says the greatest compliment he 
ev^ received was given him by a maid in a San Francis- 
co motel. An immigrant from Czechoslovakia, she recog- 
nizeijl him from his telecasts on an Oakland, Calif., statioj 

/I'Mr. Smoot, it is good to meet you, she said. Yci 
talk about America like I pictured it back in Warsaw, th 
one that made me want to come h ere to be part of such 
great country." 



\ 
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tx-FBI Agent 

will Give Two' 

Lectures Here 



Two major addresses \\ill 
be given here Saturday jv 
Dan Smoot, television con:- 
nientator and former FBI 
'agent, at the Symposium on 
Freedom at Hollywood High 
School. 

^ Ruhl M. Samples, sym- 
posium director, said Smoot 
'will speak at 3:30 p.m. in the 
school auditorium on ''The 
ilnvisable. Government." 'The 
(Subject matter will be the 
iCounci! on Foreign Rela* 
lions, which derives its prin* 
cipal support from the 
Rockefeller and Ford Foun* 
dations, Samples said. 

At 8:30 p.m. Smoot wilt 
speak in the school football 
stadium on "The Harsh Re* 
quirements for Freedom,'^ 
outlining what the patriotic 
citizen can do to protect his 
freedoms and liberties. 
I After leaving the FBI» 
Smoot helped start the Fact* 
Forum movement in Dallas, 
SinceM955 he has published 
the Jj)an Smoot Report, 
whicrj also is telecast natio i* 
ally aifid is presented here I it 
6 p.m. Saturdays and 1:40 
p.m. Sundavs on KTTV (11), 
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Mr. 3£hn: 
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;' Mr, T rotter _. 
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^Ir, -Tn^-ram ^. 

MisQ Gandy 
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STATE CAPrTOL 

ZONE 14 



JOHN A. MURDY, JR. 

THIRTY.FIFTH SENATORtAU OtSTRICT 
ORANGE COUNTY 
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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE 




July 19, 1961 

. / 



^ 



Mr. Tolson. 
[ivBelmon' 



T7 



/ 




^ Mij. Conra< 



'Mt/^ Conrad — -/ 



'^ 



Mr. Malone- 



Mi>^oseti y^^ 

Mr. TaveL— — 

Mr. Trotter ■■ 

Tele. Room. 



/ 



Mr* Ingx-a m ., i ■■ 
MisB^andy 



J. Edgar Hoover 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 

If at all possible would younhave a meitiber of your staff answer 
the following questions • 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



jT: 




\. In what capacity did DanSSmoot serve with the FBI? 

2. What is and who is behind the so-called Canadian Intelligence 
Service? 

3, I "know of one socialist group to which Robert Welch of the ^ 
John Birch Society belongs. Are there_othersZ J2aas-.4^ ^ 
a threat to America^ ^'_^i^A8 9 ' ^^'^, fi 

4.1 There are a number of people calling Ihe^^^ellves"' former agent^ 

and spies of the FBI. Is there any w^y to ih^^Btatlifeit^^ackgr^und? 
Do you know of any people claiming to-be former FBI spies in 
Communist activities who in reality are phony? 

I'm sorry to put it this way, but a number of people are asking 
these questions and I've had a few myself. Any information you 
can forward will be deeply appreciated. 
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July 20, 1961 



^ 




the Honorable John A. Murdyj^Jr. 
l^ie Sto^ Senate ** " ^ "^ 
Sacramento 14, California 



be 

:b7C 
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Dear 



^ iii«^i r- ii nTrn — ■"■ in ii ' 



Your letter ol July 19, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest prompting your communication is appreciated. 

Mr. Dan gfmoot was employed in the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942, 
until June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily resigned for personal 
reasons. 



I regret that I am unable to be of assistance to 
you regarding the other matters you mentioned since the FBI, 
as an investigative agency of the Federal Government does ijpt^ 
furnish comments or evaluations concerning the character or 
integrity of any individual, organization or publiqg^sBn. I hope 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or do not 
have data in our files concerning the subjects of your inquiry. 



P 



.% 




If you have any information concerning individuals 
posing as former Special Agents of the FBI, please furnish it 
to our office located at 422 Federal Office Building, Civic Center, 
San Francisco 2, California. 




Sincerely yours, 
3. Edgar Hoover 




'TO 
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^2 m .iCi 



1 - San Francisco - Enclosure 
NOTE ON NEXT PAGE ; ,. - , : 
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MOTTT* Hiifilpc: rnnfain n n information idftntifiable with either 



^ 



_who is subject of 

Bufile 105-15137, and he was investigated by the Bureau in 1951 

in cnnnftol inn with hifi Vasriflt and a.nti-5!!pmit1r wri tings under the 

is regarded as 



bo 

:b7C 

hlD 



caption of 

a sensationalist ana an alarmist. 



The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, by Robert H. Welch, Jr. , of Belmont, 
Massachusetts. It is incorporated under laws of State of Massachusetts; 
is allegedly anticommunist; has chapters throughout the country; 
and has not been investigated by the Bureau. Welch and the Society 
in the past have been extremely critical of former President 
Eisenhower. (62-104401) 
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August 27^ 1961 
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Federal Bureau of laves tigatioa 

WaehixLgto D«C« 

Attention special agents 

Dear Sir:: 

I watoh a program o& television every week called the Dan Smoot 
Report and recieve his writen reports* Would you mind tellii^j me 
if Tihat he says is his history is true (l am iacluding a sujpiajy 
of it) and if you would tell me since he says he was with yeur I 
departmeftt what positiom he ).held? If he was with you, was he 
j»xoiptioaaly. good?. I, am very interested in know this, since some 
of his reports I will use iii school and neei some verification 
of his background other than his say s©» 

Thank you 
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September 5, 1961 



Mesa, Arizona 






^1 



Dear . 






^our letter oi \ugust 27, 1961, has been 2? 
received; however, the item you mentioned that was to be 
included did not arrive with your letter. 

In response to your inquiry, I can advise you 
that Mr. Smoot was employed in the tBl as a Special Agent 
from March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily 
resigned for personal reasons. Since Mr. Smoot is no longer 
connected with this Bureau and the opinions ha egresses are 
his ov/n, I am unable to comment regarding him- 

Sincerely yours, 

IL hjxpz Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
liirector 
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Mohr 

Callahan — 
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DeLoach — 
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Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Ingram 

Gandy 



.■-P-g'. -Rtifiio 77-iQRfi inriip atPfi that we Conducted an investigation concerning 



on( in response to a special inquiry from the 

Office for Emergency Management. This investigation was conc^.cted in 
1942, no derogatory information was developed, and the subject resided in 
Washington, D. C. , and Missouri. The files contain no information which 
would indicate that the correspondent and the subject are identical other than 
the similarity of their names (possibly father). 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bu2?eau of Investigation 
United States Dept, of Justice 
Washington 25,D.C. 



September 6, 1961f ^^"^■- 




Dear Sir: 

Is there or is there not a position titled "administrative 

ri-^ , 

assistant" to J, Edgar Hoover? Mr. Dan Smoot states that he held 
that position and Mr. George Sokolsky states In his coliunn of 
Sept. 5, 1961, Los Angeles Herald & Express that "no such position 



oxistsin the P.B.I." Thank you. 
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September 15, 1961 



San Pedro, Calif orriia"^^ 



Deal 
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In response to your inquiry, I wish to 
advise that there is no such position in the FBI 
entitled "Administrative Assistant to the Director*'; 
however, Mr. Smoot was a Special Asent of the FBI 
from March 23, 1942, to June 15, 1351, when he 
voluntarily submitted his resignation. 
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Sinceraly yours, 

£L Edgar Hoover 

John Sdgar Hoover 
Director 
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CalJahan , 
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Ingram 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no information of a derogatory nature identifiab] 
with Carter, with whom we have had limited cordial correspondence, la 
outgoing 3-31-61. He is a member of the John Birch Society. Howard 
Smoot, former SA, resigned following censure, probation and transfer 
due to several unfounded charges made by him against his SAC, and due 
to his dereliction in not apprising the Bureau of certain matters. He w: 
not recommended for reinstatement. ^ 



iVo {gee3ri^iil6 C^lahan to Mohr dated 9-13-61 captioned "Use of Title 
•Administrative Assistant' for Special Agents," EWWrbak. 
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Box 23 1 

r/Iaryv.IIe, Tennessee 
Sep:en:ber 25, 1961 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Out of your busy days you have twice taken tinie 
to answer my inquiries. The second time was in reply to a 
question concerning a report in the "Interchurch News'' by Louis 
Cassels to the effect that F. B. I. Inspector William C, Sullivan 
was being sent by you to make speeches over this country on the 
fact that Communist infiltration in our churches was negligible 
and that you v^ere much worried about the people in our country 
who said otherwise. 

On August sixteenth you sent me a copy of 
Inspector Sullivan's speech to the Cincinnati Citizens Committee. 
From this speech we learned that Mr. Cassels had quoted a 
sentence from the end of the speech that, while true, when lifted 
out of context gave a completely different meaning than was intended. 

Many of us are completely astounded that the leaders 
of our National Council and World Council of Churches can not see 
the threat of Communism but instead are doing everything to promote 
a One - World gc c \iment which can today be nothing but a Red 
World government. 

Your answer to my letter, plus the enclosed speech, 
may be the information needed to spur our church to study the policies 
of the N. C. C, and take action against it. Unless a church congregation 
does this and actually cuts off funds, we can have no effect on this 
august body. 

Now, at the request of several friends I have been 
asked to submit another question to you. We all take the Dar(^moot 
Report and have felt that we were getting factual information from this 
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Several das/s ago George Sokolsky lamented the 
fact that ex - F. B. I. agents were making a living out of their past 
F. B. I. experience by calling then.selves former Administrative 
Assistants to you. He claims there is no such post in your 
organization. 

Now we do not know whether to believe Dan Smoot 
or not, because he claims to have been another Administrative 
Assistant. If this claim is false can we believe the restd£wh"at3 
he tells us ? 



an ex communist will speak in 

Maryville October 22, 23, & 24. We hope he will wake up some 
of our blind neighbors and friends, but what good will it do when 
the President of the U. S. and his closest associates all seem 
determined to destroy us ? 



Yours truly. 
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September 29> 1961;;, 
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Maryviiie, Tennessee 
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;: ". ■ ■' , '. ■ i have received 3^ourJciti;(*5A- of £#tember 25, ■ . 
•1661 , and I want to tham-:. you for yoar thoughtf ulness' in ; 
furnishing me the besaf it of- your o.'i&ervations and comments. 

. .'. . ■'■' In viviw'of your coacerjij I wish to acMs<^ that ., 
•there is' no positiori in the FBI entiir^c"' ''Administrative Assistant 
.■■tothe Director"; however,. '-'Iv. Smcat was a Special Agent of _ • . 

the FI3I from March 23, 19''2, to June- 15, 1051V, when ;he : ;. :,. ,' . 

voluntarily submitted. his'reaignation. •,'!,• • ■„■",;";■ ■•.:' 



I am enclosing sofee ■material you /may like to 



■read. 







■£incc-;r eiy yours ,■■ 
4.KdS?i Hoover, ■:;■■ 
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Enclosures (2) 
The Deadly Contest 
Jhe.Comniiinist jparty Line 
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y Belmont __ 

I'.Mohr 

I'Cailahan.. 
jy^.ponrod _ 
■fbeLoach 
tevans — -i- 

I'lposen . 



^%uUivQn _^— 

I'ltavel — 

(i;^.Trotter.'_-;i-. 

f^eie.^Room . 

lingram, — — 

I'Gandy . 



NOTE: Bufiles reflect limited cordial correspondence with] 

last outgbing 8-16-61. . Reprint material being sent to her not being duplicated. 
The National/Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its member- 
ship the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various critics of the ^ .■ 
Council, without access to factual data to support their assertions, have 
claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, of ;\, 

JCF:ncr (3) ; / V 
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NOTE: 

course, has not investigated the NCCC, 



[claims to have been a member of the 

Communist Party prior to 1939 and in recent years has been touring o 
the country lecturing on communis m^ The Denver Office has described 
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MABTIN & GBEENWADE COTTON CO. 

p. O. BOX eoa .• PHONE MA 2.47SO 
ROSWEUU NEW MEXICO 

September 21, I96I 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

TJiis is in the nature of a request for information 
regarding an unsolicited copy of "The DanpSmoot Report" 

dated August 26, 196jL.^ T raoelved this T'eTiort""wtth a 

covering letter fromi I of 
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The above report covers topics of such nature that the 
average person seldom has the facilities to substantiate 
them. Therefore, could your organization say whether 
or not Mr. Smoot's information is generally creditable. 
Some publishers seem to me to take certain liberties 
with facts at times. 

Mr. Smoot's report also mentions that he was an employee, 
of the FBI for over nine years. This would seem to infer 
that his information had been obtained after diligent 
investigation and strict evaluation. However, I icnow of 
no way of determining this, without asking your organ- 
ization about it. (ol-^^ 

Vety truly yours. 
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Your fetter of September 21, 1961, has been 
received, and4he4aterest-:« diich pr om pted-yau-to, write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
Is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to 
the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. In response to your Inquiry, I can inform you that 
Mr. Smoot was employed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951, 
when he voluntarily resigned. I am not fully acquainted with 
Mr. Smoot' s activities since he left the FBI; however, I can 
assure you that he has not had access to the files of this Bureau 
subsequent to his employment. 

Enclosed is some material on the general subject 
of communism you may wish to read. 
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Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
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Enclosures (3) 



-4.17-61 Statement re Internal Security 






X omniunist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
-y-^ Communist Party Line 
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Trotter -. 

Tele. Room . 
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Gandy , 



INOTE: Neither the correspondent nor 
Is Identiflabl^e in Buflles. -J 

m-^f^m TELETYPE UNIT □ / (coutlnued on next page) 
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NOTE CONTINUED: 

Howard D. Smoot, Former SA, resigned following censure, 
probation and transfer due to several unfounded charges made 
by him against his SAC, and due to his dereliction in not 
apprising the Bureau of certain matters. He was not recommended 
for reinstatement. (67-263689) From time to time the Bureau 
and field offices receive inquiries concerning a newssheet entitled 
"The Dan Smoot Report," published at Dallas, Texas, on a weekly 
basis by Howard D. (Dan ) Smoot. This newssheet deals with 
various topics such as communism, desegregation, etc. , and 
its articles are frequently controversial. 
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Oatober 1, 1961 



J* Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Dept, Of Justice 
Washington 25, D.G. 

Dear Mr, Hoover: 

I will make this letter short and to the po^t* The problem 
is this. I*ve been a strong supporter of the PaHT^moot Reports 
for several years and when I let someone read the reports I re- 
ceive from Saioot they some times through this question at me. 

All this is very interesting but who is this Dan Scaoot* Kow 
can we beleive what he pats in these reports • I know you can*t come 
out and say you like or dislike the saoot report, but what I 
would like is a reference on Dan Smooth The reason I am asking 
you is as you know Siaoot was with the FBI for nine years, and if 
any one could tell me you could • 

As of yet I have not read your book but an looking foreward 
to doing 80% There is so much to read on the subject of Communism 
and government* 
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With all good wishes, 



Sincerely yours, 
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I have received your letter of October 1. Your 
concern about the problem of communism is w.aj^rstandable, 
and I do appreciate your interest in my book. 



A / 



^ In response to your inqiiiry, I can inform you 



that Mr. Smoot was employed by the FBI as a Special A^oat 
from March 23, 1942, uatilJune 15, it?51, when he voluntarily 
resigned for personal reasons, I ar > not in a position to express 
any opinion regarding Mr. Smoot since it has always been my pol- 
icy as Director of this Bureau to refrvuu from making any appraisals 
or evaluations of individuals, publications or organizations* 

Enclosed is some literature on the subject of 

communism you may like to read. ^^ ^,,^^ 

^ ' R-NOT RECORDED 3 

Sincerely yours, 

IL Edgar Hoover 
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Enclosures (4) r 

CP, USA, September, 1961 
4-17-61 Internal Security Statement 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion <'v 
The Commxmist Party Line ^ . : ; . 

NOTE: Bufiles contain- no information concerning correspondent. 
Howard D. Smoot, former Special Agent, resigned following censure, 
bation and tcansfer due to several unfounded charges made by him 
inst his SAC, and due to dereliction in not apprising the Bureau of 
c^^mJil ROOM a TELETYPE UNIT ^certain matters. He was not recommended fo 
;jfJH:^|)r (3) /^ reinstatement. 
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Smoot TeUs Rally) 
9th CaMp Wronj 



By JOHN DAVENPORT 

I Radio-TV commentator Dan 
j^fmoot assailed the mobilization of 
Texas' 49th Armored Division as 
.fitting in with the Communist plan 
for the United States, in a speech 
before more than 2,500 persons 
here Monday ni^t". 

Smoot spoke to a cheenng 
crowd of the newly organized Na 
tional Indignation Convention at 
Dallas Memorial Auditorium 
forn^d Saturday night to protest 
aining of Yugoslav pilots at 

Air Force Base. 
yot said the Communist plan 
.,ie U.S. is to de-emphasize 
our nuclear deterrent capability 
and concentrate on limited ground 
wars. 

;^ He said the Russians are not 
worried about troops in Europe 
Ibecause they know how to cope 
iwith them there, *'but they are 
afraid of any action we might 
take in the Far East." 

Smoot detailed this country's-aid 
for Yugoslavia 'and asked, "Why^ 
are you getting excited? We'v 
been doing this sort of thing fo 
15 years." 

ie said the United States 

>ught to withdraw from all 

dd organizations, including the 

lited Nations and the World 
Court." 

President Eisenhower won his 
election by promising to go to 
Korea and ''then a year later set- 
tled the Korean War with a truce 
on their (the Communists) 
terms," he added. 

"Does it make sense that we are 
planning to fight Communists in 
Viet Nam and then not fight them 
90 miles away in Cuba?" he 
asked. 

Smoot called for "the return of 
limked constitutional govern- 
ment/' the repeal of the income 
ta^ military intervention in Cuba 
aril withdrawal of Ameri|an 
fospes in West Germany. f 

iknong the otfeer speakers mv^e 
m4- Harry Knickerbocker whose 
com|>laint that X^goslav pilots are 






training at Perrin set off the cttf- 
rent furor, 

"The State Department says the 
planes the Red pilots are flying 
are obsolete, and then the govern- 
ment gives them to us in the Air 
National Guard to fly," he satd. 

"The State Department says We 
program is all right becai^se it's 
been going on for seven years; 
Murder has been going on longer 
than that." 

Convention chairman Frank 
Gehee announced that instead 
going through with original jri; 
to telephone President Kennedy 
and other national leaders from 
the floor of the auditorium, efforts 
would be made to get in touch 
with state congressmen, 

"We have decided that to get 
this thing rolling, we'll have td 
start on a smaller scale so that 
the movement won't be stopped in 
the higher levels of Washington," 
he said. 

A total of $3,500 was rai; 
through donations during 
meeting to pay the costs of r 
ing the auditorium "for as h 
as we can." 
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^The OajLlas Morning News" 
Dallas, Texas 

to - /7-6f 
Jack B. Krueger, Managing 
Editor 
Submitted by Dallas Office 
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We Are Scared tq 
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For Beliefs. Saysl 
Ex-FBI Mari 

1500 'Indignants' Yell 
Ks Dan Smoot Talks-j 
'Era of the Great Grirl' 



By ARLO WAGNER 

Press Staff Writer 



«?> 



A Jormer FBI agent said Wed 
tiesday night Americans have 
be^ afraid to stand up for their 
beliefs since the Korean War. 

Only In the last two years has 
a^minohty of U. S. citizsens be 
come brave enough to demand 
aa accounting from public offi- 
«!ais, said Dan Smoot, pamphlet- 
eer froadn Dallas. 

Mr. Smoot aroused the most 
'reaction thus far \n the Na- 
t^jM Indi'gnation Convention 
wtjidi attracted about 1500 to the 
Music Hall for its third nightly 
sessiim^. ., 

' ©E^usGd by Mr. Smooths re- 
c^^tioiSi, the Houston NIC chalr- 
ipaai Cam Woimack, annouhced 
t^at' the meetings will oontteie 
:^:x8 tonight when Tr?^ 1^\ 
;<p^pee, who originated ^ iSlC 
M J>a31as, will speal?. 

•Ilpu^ times the audien<Je ros|, 
Wg^ feet, yelling ana clapping: 
Jfer Mr. ©moot. The occasions 
l^m^ When he : 




THE HOUSTON PRESS^ 

10-26-61 

Houston, Texas 

RE: DAN SMOOT 

FORMER FBI AGENT 
(HOfile: 67-489-1339) 

HOUSTON DIVISION 
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1, Suggested that public oMi- 
cial& who interpret the const^ u- 
tioiil to suit thdr needs sho! ild 
be Inpeached. 

X.jJAdvocated abrupt and cdm- 
pleft halt to foreign aid. 

3. Said Chief Supreme Court 
Justice Earl Warren should be 
impeached. 

4. Stated, "Get the U. S. out 
of the United Nations and the 
UN out of the U. S." 

Se also said Congress shoult^ 
re^^eal the amendment that im- 
pWies the income tax. 

I Ar. Smoat first condemned 
ihi American citizenry before h< 
lajhbasted public officials. H( 
said: 



"I was ashamed of you when 
Eisenhower si^ed the ftiost 
shameful peace treaty in t^e 
;I;tstory of our country after fh* 
i:orean War. Not a one of icu 
sipoke up. 1 

"Remember? You told me yon 
^ere afraid. 

"I am delighted to see you 
angry enough now not to be 
afraid. 

"And, what kind of spineless* 
treasonable people do we keep 
Up there in Washington? 

I* When Stalin died, nowhere in 
the Western world was there a 
statesman with enough sense and 
panly courage to say, 'Thank 
God the bloodiest butcher in his- 
itory is dead.* They made speeches 
[in the UN about what a great 
man he was." 

Ke called Eisenhower's admin 
dstration "the era of the grcat 
grin." . 

' He said the cultural exchange 
program Mr. Eisenhower estab 
Wished in 1955 **was an effective 
'Spy system tlhat distributed Com' 
munists to every sector of oiDr 
'country," 

j 'Despite TLto'5 repeated praise 
[lor Russiia, America calls him 
"friend" and coii'tinues to give 
him foreign aid. Mr. Smoot said: 

"Tito re -labels our goods and 
gives them to his people under 
his seal or sends it to Re^d China 
through Hong Kong. 
I "Tito was the leader of tie 
ijeutral nations which criticized 
tlie V, S. Sept. 1, 1961, for call- 
ing upon Russia to stop nuclear 
tests.'* 
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riR. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. G. 
Dear nn. Hoover: 
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OF ONE 



I 

Mr. 



am writing 
Dan Smoo^, 



>M00T 



TO YOU TO INqUmp-^OF THE RELIABILITY ^ 
\0RnER F,B,I. A^NT, 

I HAVE IN NY' POSSESSION SOME OfMR.SMOOT S 
WEEKLY LETTE^nS ON NEWS ARTICLES CALLED ThE _DaN'^>1 

Report " My q.vestion to you, Mr. Hoover is this. 

Ts^'Mn'rS^OOT, IN YOUR opinion A RELIABLE PERSON, NOT 
PRONED TO EXAGGERATE OR MISLEAD THE PUBLIC? I HAVE i 

FOUND NO REASON .BY READING THE SUBJECT REPORT TO THINK ^ 

TV A-- Mr Shoot is trying to MisL F .t n tuf f inwPTCAN jigfl i rr .- 
* , REC-147j 

I ALMOST HESITATE TO AS 
SINCE Mr. SmOOT was for nine YEAhS E. 
(according to the ABpVE- NENTI0NS\[L.RE 
INTEREST IS THAT THTS MAN CAN BE RELIED 
ACCURATE INFORMAT-ION T6 THE READERS OF 

Heport. 



\J>URTJ, BUT MY MAIN .1 



UPON TO 

"The Dan 



PRESENTi] 
Smo T iL" 



It IS^ my FEELING THAT THE AMERICAN CITIZENS HAVE Ih 
MANY CASES BEEN DENIED THE RIGHT TO KNOW THE TRUTH ABOUT 
WHAT TAKES PLACE IN OUR UnITED StaTES AND ThE DaN SmOOT 

Report" seems to be very enlightening on various subjects. 
It would require a great deal of time tj) do^ 

RESEARCH WORK SO AS TO DETERMINE 
SUBJECT REPORT AND IN SOME CASES 
AVERAGE CITIZEN. 



THE ACCURACY OF THE Z'; 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE j'!^ 




#■ 



I WILL ACCEPT YOUR APPRAISAL OF Mr . SmOOT WITHOUT 
QUESTION AND BaSE MY EVALUATION OF "ThE DaN SmOOT RePORT 
UPON SAME. 

gc-grnirr-Tirrrr.r.y V^TTRFI. 
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^SRa REG. UNIT 



^^ 



1^ 



i^^/o:k£'f^- fB^ 



November 3, 1961 



\\' 



Chattanoos^a,, Tennessee 



i> 



Dear 



Your letter postmariied November 4 has been 



received. 



In response to your inquiry, I can inform you that 
Smoot was employed by the Federal Bureau of I^f sUgation 



as a Special Agent from ..larcU 23. 1942, until Jane 15 If^l' ff^" 
he volontarUy resigned for personal reasons. I am not m a position 
to comment on his activities subsequent to that time inasmucn as it 
has always been mypolicy to refrain from making any appraises or 
evaluations of individuals, publications, or organizations. n;. ^ 

Enclosed is some literature on the subjeet^to 
commonism which may be of interest to you. 
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NOV 0-1981 

COMM-FBl 



Sincerely yours, 

U, E.dgac Hoovec 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (5) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

4-1-61 LEB Introduction 

10-1-61 LEB Introduction 

4-17-61 IntelfriaigSecjirity^ S^tement 

The Communist Party Line*'' 

NOTE- Bufiles c^Atginrno derogatory information regarding correspondent. 

Our last outioingAesm^iwas.on 11-1-43. Howard D/:^moot, former SA 

resigned loltowing censureT probation and transfer due to several unfounded 

Charges made by him againsih^^ ^AC' ^^^^^^^ "^^ e^^^^tZS for 
apprising the Bureau pf certain matters 
? . . reinstate ^^ 

CJH:sh\jF(3) :\0 



TELETYPE UNIT CH 
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: and due to his dereliction in not 



TRUE COPY 
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GLENELG SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

GLENELG 
MARYLAND 
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Nov. 2, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 

We would like to know some background information 
on Dan Smoot, P.O. Box 9611, Lakewood Station, Dallas 14, Texas. 

We receive in the mail copies of his Dan Smoot 
Report . Some of them seem to have questionable material in them, 
especially vol. 7, no. 5 (Broadcast 287), Jan, 30, 1961, In this 

one his subject, or lead article, is 'ImpeachingEgodJEarreji-^...^ .^.^ - 

Part One. " R" -H7 ^g (^3 (^ Of ' ^3 \ 

We just want to know if he is exercising ^is jr^gbt >4 ^ 

to freedom of speech, or is there more to his p«blJi3aticiiJJ3^^.^ 1 ™^~^-. 

schools should know about before accepting it. 



\j y * y statement. 



We would appreciate some kind of a guij^igg 
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Sincerely yours^ 



(■■n^ ^ 

Vv 
V 
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SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

-- G L E N E L G, 
MARYLAND 



MAX A. SMITH, principal 
THOMAS KAMINSKI, vicE-peincipal 
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November 20, 1961 



Glenelg Jenior High School 
Gienelg, Maryland 



m 



Oeax 



HH o 



Your letter postmarked November 15, 1961 
has been received, and the interest which prompted you to' 
write is appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry, I can inform 
you Mr. bmoot was employed in the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942, un- 
til June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily resigned for personal 
reasons. Since Mr. Smoot is no longer connected with 
this Bureau and the opinions expressed in his writings and 
speeches are his own, I am unable to comment along the 
lines you suggested. 
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Sincerely yours, 



MAILEQ 30 



cor.: 



Tolson _ 
Belmont . 

Mohr 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach- 

Evans 

Malone . 

Rosen 

Sulhvan 
Tovel __ 



Trotter . 
Tele. Room „,^ 
Ingram . 
Gandy _ 



' John Edgar Hoover a1 

Director ' f?t<i 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiies. Howard D. Smoot 
t\T\ ; ""^f ?^ following censure, probation and transfer due to ' 
several unfounded charges made by him against his SAC, and due to his 
dereliction m not apprising the Bureau of certain matters. He was not 
Ifm^^^.^^^l'^U^S'^^^^'^^''^' (67-263689) Data concerning Smoot 's 
fhi nl <?^ "^l^o^^^ ^^^ '^ ^^'"^ S^^^" correspondent since she receives 
me uan Smoot Reports and probably she wrote the Bureau knowing that 
he IS a former Special Agent. 
DCL:lcw(3) , , |//r j^.-./ 
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vniONAl fORM NO. 10 
Sp10^J04«CI 

UNITED STATES 



MemoranMum 




ENT 



TO 




DIRECTOR, FBI (100-436567) 
SAC, DALLAS (105-1264) (P) 



date; 



12/1/61 




subject: 



a 



NATIONAL INDIGNATION CONVENTION 
INFORMATION OONCEBNING 
INTERNAL SECURITY 






Bnclosed to the Bureau are five copies of a letterhead 

SorJ^'SS^j; *f^ *^" *^°P^^^ °' articles appearing in the Dallas aSd 
Fort Worth newspapers concerning captioned organization. 

No+io«oi T ZV *?? information of Washington Field Office, the 
S^+iSf J M ^^l«f ^°? Convention was formed in Dallas, Tex^s, on 
r^l^T^ .tiJ- V-' ** a raiiy-iattemJmi-br 300 individua-ls-aT the 
Dallas Auditorium. The meeting was led by FRANK BShlC GEHEE. a 
sSrTl?y^*''?r ""^""Vi ^"'^ self-admitted member of tH^JOm BIRCH 
«?Sfi-^;^ J^ meeting was mainly in protest against Yugo^iSr~ 
pilots trainxng at Perrin Air Force Base. Following the dis- 

?§nn ? i?^.^''°^^ ** *^® Saturday night meeting of this convention. 
1200 individuals met on Sunday, 10/15/61, and on 10/16/61, an 
estimated crowd o;f 2500 persons was present . Among the shakers 
I^^^/''??'' HARR^ICKERBOCKER, the Air National oSard pf CfwSo 
Slifi ?iiL'^i'*u;^»v/^?SJ^* concerning the Yugoslav airmen, >*> 
o«w nA^^ HARRYyCRUTCHER, head of the Texas Air National ChlSJd; 

Sfh?J^«^V*°™;^ ^ '^^^^*- ^^^« group plans to meet in ' 
washlnirtoni^ D . C. , when Congress reconvenes 1/10/62. 

. ;•.'■•''■. ,. ■ c-- . , " y 
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©- Bureao^S Encl.)(RM) 
2 - Washington Field (1 Encl.lCRM) 
1 - Dallas (105-1264) ^-^—^ 
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Mesa^ Arizoiia 

December 2:3, 1961 



be 

;b7C 



Mr* J« Edgar Hoorer 
United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D^C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover t 

I hate to bother you since you are a very busy man, but I have 
two questions to ask yout 

First, I am sending you a clipping of a report from Mr» Dan' gmoot* 
On this clipping ?4r# Smoot has writen a summary of his life I am interested 
in knowing if thiife summary is true, if it isn't too much trouble* I wish 
you could comment on his reports, but unfortunately I know you can*t. 

Second, I am also sending you a copy of The Insider *s Newsletter • 
I would like to know if this weekly publication is accurate or tirue* 

I wouldn't bother you, but I need a good foundation for soma reports 
I have to do and I have to have good, accurate material for the foxmdation* 



<* 






^^ 
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Thank you. 




Sincerely yours. 






:b6 




:b7c 



f-r-^^ &?^63 (gp^^^j 



^ ^mm u r 




m 



December 29, 1961 




Dear 



I have received your letter of December 23, 1961, 
with eaclosures, and the interest prompting you to communicate 
with me is a{q;}reciated. 

In response to your discussion, Mr. Howard D. 
Smoot was a Special Agent of the FBI from March 23, 1942, to 
June 15, 1951, at which time he voluntarily submitted his resi^ 
nation. Since Mr. SqK»ot is no longer associated with this Bureau, 
his opinions and comments are strictly his own and do not repre- 
sent this Bureau In any manner. ?ou may wicli to know that there 
Is no such position in the FBI as MdministfAtlte Assistant to the 
Director." 



be 

:b7C 




While I would like to be of assistance to you concerning 
your other quesUons, the FBI being an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government neither makes evaluations nor draws conclusions 
as to the character or Integrity of any organization, individual or / 

publication. In view of this, I am sure you will understand why I am 
unable to comment in the manner you si:^gested. 

I am enclosii^ some material on the general subjeit 
of communism yon may lUce to read. 
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Tolson . 

Belmont _ 

Mohr ^ 

Callahan . 
Conrad 



DEC2 9 195) 



DeLoach , 

Evans 

Mai one . -^ 
Rosen- , 

Sullivan^*^ 
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Tavel , 

Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Ingram 

Gandy 
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Enclosures (45 " I 
Listed next pa^-n;; 
' NOTE: NEXT PAGE 



Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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The Deadly Contest 

The Faith To Be Free— Criss Award Speech, 12-7-61 

10-61 LEB Introduction 

The Communist Party Line 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent 
or the publication, "The Insider's Newsletter. " Howard D. Smoot, 
former SA, resigned following censure, probation and transfer due to 
several unfounded chaises made by him against his SAC, and due to 
his dereliction in noJ-apprising the Bureau of certain matters. He was 
not recommended for reinstatement. (67-263689) 
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no IS DAN SMOT! 



, iitiii[i,Mbi*n(ll»'"*'l" 

I, »Bm«"« »'""'*"' ,„ u,- Ik Fact (o» "«""'* 
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NEUTRALISM: THE NEW WAVE 

Neutralism, the psychology of a .nation that wants out of the U, S. -USSR 
conflict since it figures it can neither win nor exert any important influence 
on the outcome, is spreading to countries w^e've long considered as strictly 
on our sidco 

1. QAS in danger --Latin insiders report their area moving toward 
non-alignment as a backwash of Communism's landing in Cubao Organization 
of American States had always been able to handle hemisphere disputes be- 
cause the Latins accepted U. S. protection. But since Cuba, the Latins have 
begun to feel the hemisphere no longer has a solid wall against any outside 
enemy, and so they'd better not ally too closely with Washington. The Latins 
were naturally much impressed that one small Latin country, with Russian 
support, was able to thumb its nose at the Yanquis--and get away with it. 
The Kennedy idea that we'd attack Castro through OAS hasn't worked so far 
because the bigger nations --Mexico, Brazil, Chile, Argentina, in all of which 
anti -Yankee feeling has always been a political factor --are stalling. If this 
continues, tlie insiders agree, OAS will split, perhaps irreparably, and be- 
come ineffective as an area force. 

2. Turkey worries NATO - -The Atlantic Treaty Organization chiefs are 
watching the new Ankara government with grave concern. The Ai*my leaders 
who engineered the Menderes coup and then hanged him w^ere badly shaken 
when his old party won almost as many votes as their own group in the recent 
elections. This weakened the government's position so seriously, insiders 
say, there's now a genuine danger Turkey will slip tow^ard neutralism as far 
as NATO commitments are concerned. 

Footnote: Even Italy is worrying U. S. diplomats, who report the neu- 
tralist sentiment growing in tliat country with the rise of tlie Socialists, who 
insist tliat the Italians must loosen their NATO ties. 



THE DEATH RAY: Naval Research Laboratory is working on a "death 
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g ray. '* NRL doesn't call it that (and military potential is being played doWn 
E officially in favor of such peaceful uses as long-range communications and 
u radar)- -but that's just what it is, scientists are assuring the insiders, Of- 
^ ficial name of the project is MASER or Microwave Amplification by Stimu- 
^ lated Emission of Radiation; it's a device that focuses light waves so intense- 
W) ly they could cause destruction at great distance. MASER is what Air Force 
a* Chief of Staff Lemay was hinting at the other day when he said we shouldn't 
count on any one strategy and weapon-system, since a radically new one 
might come along. What Lemay meant : It's budget time again, and the AF 
wants a bigger share of the military funds, particularly the space develop- 
ment money now concentrated in NASA. P. S. The Pentagon takes it for 
granted the Russians are working on the same sort of ray that NRL is. 

* 
THE BAD UNCOMPROMISE 

U. S. diplomats are whistling in tiie dark with the& celebrations over 
election of UN Secretary General U Thant as a "good compromise candidate." 
The Russians are the ones really pleased, UN insiders report. The Russian 
figuring: (1) Burma, U Thant' s country, is susceptible to Soviet pressure 
should it be needed to keep him in line, (2) The Russians are confident that 
they've already infiltrated the UN mechanism sufficiently to prevent the or- 
ganization from operating as an important, independent world force. The 
UN official in charge of persoimel placement is a Russian, and Russians 
holding UN secretariat jobs have increased by 50 per cent since early in 1960. 
Note well that UN insiders agree the Russians work for UN as agents of their 
goverimnent. Footnote : U Thant' s acceptance of a role as Asian representa- 
tive, as well as Secretary General, certifies the accomplishment of a broad 
Soviet purpose- -to reverse the Hammarskjold development of UN into an or- 
ganization that's strictly international rather than national or regional. 

WHAT NEHRU SAID PRIVATELY: The Indian Prime Minister indicated 
to Washington insiders that he's really much more concerned about the Com- 
munist problem than he can say publicly- -his military and his borders being 
as weak as they are* Nehru iiiormed his hosts that he'd seen some of the 
made -in-Red China maps that have just come across into India. They still 
showed part of India as part of China- -a territory dispute which Mao Tse- 
txmg had assured Nehru would be settled in a way India would like. Also, 
Nehru said, the Chinese maps showed part of Russia as being rightfully Chi- 
nese. 



GALVAO STRIKES AGAIN: Associates of Henrique Galvao, the Por- 
tuguese revolutionary who stole the liner Santa Maria, report him about ready 
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to make another drastic move in hopes of stirring up resistance against S" 

Antomo Salazar Portugal's ruler. Most recently Galvao has been reported <S 

m Scandinavia, but heading back toward Portugal. The insiders report that w 

the next Galvao fracas will be inside Portugal itself, and that will bring 5> 

fireworks." * S 



ANOTHER DOLLAR CRISIS COMING? 

Financial insiders expect that the Federal deficit will go well over the 
officially predicted $7 billion - -perhaps as high as $9 billion- -and Western 
iiuropean economists expect that the reactions will soon be felt in the Ameri- 
can economy. So far, these experts report, about all that's kept us from 
inflation and even caused price softness in many key lines, is the high U S 
unemployment rate. But economists also feel sure that an inflationary trend 
must come, if current conditions continue, especially when word of the out- 
sized deficit beconies public. With the investor -insiders already looking 
for a weakening of the dollar, hot money is beginning to move into Swiss 
investments. Unless the deficit drift is firmly snubbed, these insiders pre- 
dict, the international speculation against the dollar will soon be on big 
scale again. P^. It was precisely to head this off that Kennedy last week 
ordered his agencies to trim their spending, even if some pet projects had 
to be cut to the bone. 



NEW TAX DRIVE: Tax Foundation experts predict pressure for higher taxes 
will be concentrated on state legislatures in the next few years TF reason- 
ing: Local governments have generally reached the limit of their taxing 
powers, but with the cold war intensifying, the Federal government will be 
less inclined to take funds from and then pump them back to the states for 
aid projects. Hence, it'll be up to states to come up with the money The 
Foundation says states with income taxes but no sales taxes will be forced 
to enact the latter, and vice versa. And states with both but still in need 
of funds will have to impose higher rates and/or broaden the base for taxes 



ON THE INSIDE: Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt is suffering a serious chronic 
ailment, though keeping up her busy schedule. . . . South Africa didn't exactly 
give John Luthuli complete freedom out of kindness when the Union govern- 
ment said he could go abroad and get his Nobel Prize. Under foreign ex- 
change law, a big cut of the money will be taken away from him when he re- 
turns home. . . . Stanford marketing experts predict discount ho use sales will 
top $4 billion this year, 40 per cent over 1960. . . . Ihe first Roils Royce 
Silver Ghost, built in 1906, has just been driven from London to Edinburgh 
It s run 4DD7000 miles and is still in perfect shape. . . . Chancellor Adenauer 
had indicated privately he'll deal with the East Germans on ail issues short 
of outri^t recognition. 
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Inside Business 

Facts and views to help you do better in business. 

ON WALL STREET 

British government securities are now attracting speculative money, as 
anticipation of a fiscal 1962 budget surplus, combined with the austerity 
program introduced this past summer, feeds investor confidence. Also, 
American speculators believe that the long-term trend of interest rates on 
British government bonds will be downward. Consequently, bond prices will 
rise and capital gains be realized. Added attraction: Most speculators are 
buying these bonds on margin- -in some cases putting up only 5 per cent of 
the purchase price --and tiiereby are enjoying considerable leverage. 

A number of professional traders are betting heavily that the Presiden- 
tial fact-finding board report on the railroads --expected to be released be- 
fore the end of January --will spark a speculative run on rail stocks. The 
report is expected to recommend a number of labor -cost savings, including 
elimination of firemen on Diesels. 

Wall Street analysts are taking another close look at farm equipment 
companies. Reason: (1) Farmers will have more cash in their pockets than 
for any year in a long time, since income is up considerably and farm prof- 
its are up 10 per cent, (2) The trend toward larger farms, with marginal 
producers being forced out, is continuing despite all the new Administration 
efforts to continue family farming. This means more machine farming. 
(3) Farmers are expected to be included in the faster write-off provisions 
being considered for businessmen, since farm equipment seldom lasts as 
long as its stated useful life. Cautionary note : Casting about for money - 
saving ways, Kennedy and his advisors have lighted on the Federal farm 
programs, which will be cut sharply, with possible --although not inevitable 
--damage to farmers* income. White House political considerations are 
that farmer representation in Congress is dwindling and, too, Kennedy feels 
he owes farmers little, since their bloc backed Nixon so big last year. 

Price tags on good, small companies in growth -sounding fields are so 
high that companies in the market for acquisitions, and Small Business In- 
vestment Companies, are having trouble finding places to put their money. 
What's driving prices up is competition from the stock -buying public. Man- 
agements of the small outfits figure to do better by going public than by sell- 
ing out, or raising equity from an SBIC. Now that the field is being flooded 
with SBICs, small companies in need of capital are trying out their bargain- 
ing power --and making some pretty stiff deals. One SBIC manager claims 
the only companies available as prospective debtors are those with singu- 
larly unattractive prospects and indifferent management, with the better 
risks getting money on more attractive terms from other sources. In fact, 



most SBICs formed recently still have the larger part of their funds unin- 
vested simply because few opportunities have come along. 

INTERNATIONAL NOTES 

Imports are making a shambles of the East Coast price structure in 
some goods. Example: A relatively small shipment of cable into Boston 
from Germany sold 25 per cent below prices quoted by domestic makers. 
The market was disrupted as wholesalers and distributors cut prices in 
order to remain competitive. With the imports now absorbed, prices will 
firm --but this will take time, since prices are slower in recovering than 
they are in falling. This kind of situation plagues many parts of the Atlantic 
seaboard and also the Great Lakes ports, with these sporadic raids doing 
severe damage to the price structure even on small shipments. 

American investors with big holdings in Canadian industry are clucking 
over the recent Provincial takeover of British Columbia Electric Power Co. 
American investors don't expect a move to "nationalize" companies whole- 
sale, but are anxious, since each province in Canada has the power to take 
over electric or gas utilities. Canadian gas-pipeline builders are pressur- 
ing Ottawa to reassure the American moneymen. 

European chemical industry is hopping mad about the dumping of poly- 
ethylene and ethylene glycol surpluses by U.S. companies. France, in an 
tmprecedented move, cited by name Spencer Chemical Co. of Kansas City, 
Mo. , when it slapped a $14.14 tax per 220 pounds of polyethylene. Boim may 
be asked to follow suit. Official U.S. price is 27 1/2 cents per pound, but 
polyethylene can currently be bought in Europe for as little as 10 cents. 

LABOR NOTES 
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Unions, with NLRB more friendly, are readying another major attempt 
to organize the South. Big and largely unsuccessful drives of a decade ago 
were followed by only sporadic attempts, largely because the unions not only 
bucked industry, local politics and, to a certain extent, the race issue, but 
NLRB decisions invariably aided the companies. Now, however, the trend 
of the board's decisions on such issues as picketing and the agency shop is 
reversing. Insiders report NLRB will next give unions a break on interpre- 
tation of laws on measures employers may take to break up union drives . 

Current speedup in processing backlog of representation election and 
unfair practice cases by delegation of decision -making powers from NLRB 
to regional directors will backfire, insiders say. The number is now going 
down, but the board in Washington will soon be saddled with as many as 
ever because of the review procedure. Regional director decisions can be-- 
and already are being- -sent on appeal to the Washington office. Attorneys 
specializing in labor law also say that, as a practical matter, similar cases 
in different areas may get entirely different: consideration by regional direc- 
tors, causing slowdowns and tending to increase the number of appeals. 
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oj OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG EXECUTIVES 

e 

g Biggest current topic among U. S. businessmen is the number of 

^ ^^I^aF ^^^*^ ^^^^ ^^^"^ ^^ ^^P positions in the next decade. For example, 
^ m 1965 alone the 100 largest corporations will have to replace seven 

chairmen, nine presidents, 60 vice presidents due to age limitations. In 
addition, "Dun's Review" says that nearly half of all vice presidents in 
American business are either in or nearing their 60s. Warning going out to 
companies: Those not making plans now to encourage young executives to 
stay with the firm and grooming middle management for top positions, may 
soon fmd it difficult to fill the upper echelons with men of the calibre thev 
want. ^ 



THE PERIODIC EXECUTIVE EMOTIONAL. CHECKUP 

Latest trend among executives: the annual emotional checkup. Psychia- 
trists are telling companies that in order to assure key men will continue to 
function at peak, the executives should have a thorough going-over by a 
psychiatrist as regularly as they do by an M. D. Typical of the cases that 
come to the Silver Hills Foundation, New Canaan, Conn. , where the business- 
man spends six days having his personality evaluated by psychiatrists and 
psychologists, is the rising young executive who had nearly ruined his 
career. "He created increasing resentment and enmity among his fellow 
vice presidents by telling them how to run their departments, "Dr. W. B. 
Terhune, the medical director, comments. "They were ready to pull the 
rug out from under him. But when this was explained to him during his 
checkup he controlled the unfortunate habit and renewed his chances for pro- 
motion. " Key reason given by psychiatrists for having the annual emotional 
checkup: Like physical ills, mental ills are most easily and least expensive- 
ly treated when caught early. 



TIPS FROM THE INSIDE: On medication and driving - -with the season for 
colds here again, AAA warns that if you are taking antihistamines or other 
decongestants, you should talk to your doctor before driving. Many of these 
drugs slow reflexes. , . On bridge after coronaries --If you get excited while 
playing bridge--your heart beats faster and your blood pressure goes up-- 
you should stop playing once you've had a heart attack, warns Dr. Jeremiah 
Stamler in the American Medical Association's "Journal". . . On camping in 
Florida : One way to visit Florida diis winter and save money at the same 
time is with a camping vacation in the state. Florida has enlarged camp 
sites, built recreational halls, improved fishing and swimming facilities 
at its many state parks. Cost of staying at one of the parks is $1.25 a day 
or $7.00 a week with camping permits obtainable from the park superintend- 
ent. For information write AAA and ask for Florida Campground Directory 
• . . On veteran's pensions : Pensioned veterans should report any increase in 



annual income from any source or an change in dependency status imme- p : 

diately, says the VA, since their penions are determined by both factors. a> 

Overpayments must be returned to th government, sometimes back to the --j 

first of the year. g 
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NOTES OF TIE WEEK ■ 

The Good Poor Note: "I think the idvantages of self-dependent poverty 
for the purpose of developing moral fi)re are greatly exaggerated- "--U. S. 
Ambassador to India, J. K. Galbraith 

Art -for -Money Note : With paintigs bringing ever hi^er prices and 
books being written on how to invest v'.sely in art, James Fitton of Britain's 
Royal Academy has come up with the aevitable conclusion: "One would not 
be surprised for paintings to be giveni Stock Exchange quotation and to see 
them as blue chip immortals. " ; 

Innocence Note: To test his idea that people will give to charity without 
knowing anj^thing about the cause, Philadelphia author Seymour Lubin in- 
stalled in a local store a cannister bearing the label "Wellville, U. S. A. " 
That was the name of a novel about a liospital fund-raising drive Lubin was 
writing at the time. The can quickly lilled with money. Lubin gave the cash 
to a real charity and finished the book, which is about a popular entertainer 
who serves as toastmaster for fund -rilsing functions, supposedly because 
he's generous, actually because he's teing paid $50, 000 a year by the hos- 
pital behind the fund drive. 



KHRUSHCHEV'S BUYING SPREE: Agents from Prime Minister Khrushchev 
are out to buy Western technology, and not in small quantities but in complete 
factory size. Having had little success in the U. S. --they got only one textile 
plant --the Russians turned to Western Europe, whose businessmen are look- 
ing for new markets for their growing economies. Here's a rundown of Sovi- 
et purchases: Great Britain- -a tire factory, several complete plastic plants, 
including polyethylene and drip-dry synthetic fibers; France --automatic pro- 
duction line for truck parts, a cement factory and two factories for manufac- 
turing concrete panels used in rapid -method construction; West Germany 
--two chemical plants, a pulp and paper factory, a tubing mill for manufac- 
turing broad-gauge oil pipelines; Italy- -five plants to produce chemicals, pulp, 
pipelines and remote -control equipineiat. Insiders say that by buying whole 
plants, the Soviets can concentrate sc:^ientific and engineering personnel and 
capacities on space, military and defense items. 



WHY YOU SHOULD NOTIFY THE INSllJRANCE COMPANY: A recent case 
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indicates the importance of not overloking accidents on your property be- 
cause they*re minor or concealing thm out of fear your insurance rates 
will go up, but of complying with the.etter of liability insurance policies 
regarding notification to the insuran«^ company. In this case, an accident 
occurred in the insured's hotel but itappeared so minor the hotel man did 
not notify his insurance company. Aiout ten months after the accident, the 
hotel keeper received a letter from Ue guest's attorney which he turned over 
to the insurance people . The compay disclaimed liability and was upheld 
on the ground that the insured did not give notice in time. 



FIRST AID BY TV: France is expermenting with ambulances equipped with 
closed -circuit TV to help doctors gi^e aid to accident victims miles away. 
The idea started on the Riviera, where the zooming rate of automobile 
accidents has made it impossible to iend out doctors with every ambulance. 
Under the plan, each ambulanc e has li- s own TV transmitter and TV camera 
in addition to a two-way radio. At tie accident scene, the camera is focused 
on the patient so a doctor up to 20 mles away can give the ambulance attend- 
ants instructions on what special caie is needed until the patient reaches 
the hospital emergency room. 



THE USEFUL OMBUDSMAN: One felow who could add a good deal to our 
lives and help curb the bureaucrats, some knowledgeable Europeans suggest, 
is an Ombudsman. He's already wcTkingin Sweden and Denmark, will soon 
be at work in Norway, is being officially recommended for New Zealand, and 
is being considered in England. Whtt an Ombudsman- -the Swedish name 
for the chap- -does is receive complaints citizens wish to make against gov- 
ernment officials. He has the power to throw out some cases, and settle 
others in various ways --but no case ever dies right there. For the Ombuds- 
man puts the files of all cases, with the evidence which can make buck-passing 
and errors apparent, right out on the press table. The fear of publicity has 
been found to make government people a lot more responsive to the citizen's 
wishes. 
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Dec. 28, 1961 



Dear Sir: 




Can you give me the following information? 

Did Dan l^inoot leave the F B I with an honorable record? 




River Forest, Illinois 
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January 0, 1962 
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Dear 
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Your letter dated December 28, 1961, with 
enclosure, has been received. 

In response to your inquiry, X can Inform you 
Mr. Smoot was employed in the Federal Bureau of 
InyestigaUon as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942, ontU 
June IS, 19S1, when he voluntarily resigned for personal 
reasons. 
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Sincerely ycnirs, 

4* Edgar HoQvec 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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DTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Correspondent's 
enclosure was a stamped, self-addressed envelope utilized in reply. 
Howard D. Smoot, former SA, resigned following censure, probation 
and transfer due to several unfounded charges made by him against 
his SAC, and due to his dereliction in not apprising the Bureau of 
certain matters. He was not recomqae;i4ed fpi^jpipsj^tement. 
(67-263689) 
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Richmond 29, Virginia 
January 2[[, 1962 



Honorable J.Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau ^of Investigation 
VJashington, D,C* 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am one of several /e/bple who are consider- 
ing trying to get the^Dajr^m^ radio program 
sponsored over a local radio'^'station. 

V/e understand that Mr. Smoot was an admini- 
strative assistant of yours from 19^6 to 19l|8. 
If you could supply us with any information about 
this man and about the work that he is doing it 
would be most helpful in making our decision* We 
would like your opinion as to whether the Dan Smoot 
radio program would be in the public interest. 




Thank you for your help. 



Yours very truly. 



Mr. Jlorcn | 

Mr. ^:u::v::n.^ 
Mr. Tav-t.i ..j|. 
Mr. Trcltcv.„%* 
Tele, Roor.i .„|' 
Mr. :'ir;:*a;.i.....^. 
Miss Gan(iy.„.i^f 
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TRUE COPY 



February 8, 1962 



J, Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 
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Dear Sir, 

I am v/riting you because I am deeply concerned, with 
some things I see and hear. 
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Several of my associates seem to be so-called Super 
Patriots. This concerns me in that I see Communistic traits in 
statements they make. They are constantly criticiMAg the actions of 
the President and the government. They seem to have no respect for 
him or his title. I know it is everone's right to give their opinion, but 
this is to the extreme. 

What I would like you to do, if possible, is inform me 
of the F. B. I. 's opinion of these Super Patriots and people like 
Dan^^moot, who writes a paper in criticism of the United ^Nations and 
other government functions. I know he is a former FBI agent according 
to the information in his paper. 

I personally feel these Super Patroits, who are truly 
concerned Americans, are being urged into th eir actions by Communistic c^ .; J 

S^°^P^- REC-142 l^l-^^jd^?' - ^^S 

Please send me all the information yo^ I^Will.ki;iow 

v/here these people stand in the eyes of the FB|. I knWv ^m^ t)f g^lfcation' s 
true standing and have a great deal of respect foFil"r If there are any 
books I might read I would appreciate a list. 

I would appreciate all information you can send me. 

Sincerely, 
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Miami, Fla. 
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March 29, 1962 
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Dallas 1/ Texas 
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Mr. I. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D,C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



^ 



MooiAHj 0/)l>^ ^Moof 



I was told by a former Assistant United States 
Attorney, for the Northern District of Texas, that Mr, Dan Smoot^ 
left the Bureau under some sort of cloud. He indicated that Mr. 
Smoot was being transfered to some remote section, such as 
Alaska, in order to induce Mr. Smoot to resi gn from the Fede ral 
Bureau of Investigation. I fifT^ O Z'^ L OQ 

Would you be in a position t6 confirm or d'erny 



these insinuations? 



REG/o 



/ . 
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Sincerely, 



be 
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AprU4, 1962 



Dallas 1, Texag 



'iT.vt.A.n'Tttf^iijVVM , 
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Your letter dated March 29, 1962, has been received. 

la response to your Inquiry, Mr. Howard Dan-Smoot 
was employed by the FBI as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942, 
\mtil June 15, 1951, when he voluntarUy resigned. 



o 
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Sincerely yours, 

ff. Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

NOTE: Correspondent not identfiable in Bufiles. 
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Orlando, Florida 
April 26, 1962 
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Mr. J.Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Y\rashington# D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: /]. ^ 

II:) 
¥e recently had Dan Smoot as a speaker here in Orlando* 
was accepted by most of us at face value, and we had no 
doubt as to his published credentials^ His '*Dan Smoot 
Report" says the following in his biography " he 
was on FBI headquarters staff in Washington -as an 
Administrative Assistant to J. Edgar Hoover. '• A local 
TV station in an editorial says that this is not true, 

I would like to know directly from you if this was his 
job, and if not, what was his title? 

I Dan Smoot spoke very highly of you, and I share his 
[respect one hundred percent* ■> 
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Orlando, Jblorlda 
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Dear 



Your letter of April 2o/*lS62, ha s been received. 
In response to your inquiry, I wish to advise that 



there is no position in the FBI entitied "Administrative Assistant 
to the Director"; however, Mr. Smoot was a Special Agent of 
the FBI from March 23, 1942, to June 15, 1851, when he volun- 
tarily submitted his resignation. I trust this information will 
be of assistance to you. 

Sincerely yours, 
ff. Edgar Hoover 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 



M 



JCF:rc 
(3) 



MAILED 20 
COMM-FBl 



R 



MAIL ROOM I I TELETYPE UNIT 

1. 



□ 



m i^ 




M 

■'^^J^^ 



'4'y>o. 



'% 



Co 













/ yt. 



Director, IBI 

ATTSmOR: CBIHE BE00B06 DIVISION 

SAC, TttBpa (80-150-22) 



4/25/62 



f^^MOOT 



DAN' 

FOBMER SPECIAL AGENT 
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A oevs article appearing la the 4/19/62 issue of the 
"Cocoa Tribune," published in Cocoa, Florida, captioned "Dan 
Smoot to Speak in Orlandk>," was furnished to the Bureau 
separately. I thought the Bureau would be interested in 
knowing that SHOOT spoke at the Aioerican Legion Home in 
Orlando on Friday night, 4/20/62. 
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Orlando, Florida, advised one 



of our resident agents in Orlando that he attended the afore- 
said iMeting and that he was in ccmplete accord with SlKXW's 

■f tements. He added that a local radio personality, 

was in the audience and that after SMOOI'sTSls 

bitterly criticised SHOOT on the air, and In addition 
fl>a g<»a 'students froa Bollins College, Winter Park, Florida, 
with him .on the prograat. He said that during SHOOT 's talk 

and soB» of the students fr<m Bollins College turned 



agaxHJBC S HOOT and that their reauurfcs brought forth angry 
coBSBients from the listeni^ audience. 



WKIS. 



has a radio program on Radio Station 
ft qu«Btx6n-and-answer tjrpe thii% where people 



_Ln_the_LLsteaing audience call in and ask questions and 

[and other people on his panel answer the questions. 
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BILLIE SOL ESTES 
"INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
STOLEN PROPERTY; BRIBERY 



date: Jime 7, 1962 



Pf^^/f Evans t^ 



Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter . 

Tele. Room - 

Holmes - 

Gandy 



.iw-K ., I/J^^o®®P®°* *° *^® article appearing in the "New York Herald \ i 
Srth^^ concerning captioned matter, the following is set ijy. i 

\^ 
This article states in part that Dr. Dunn (the source of the * 
original complaint in this matter) and Mr. Propp, his accountant, had fVN ' 
stated that FBI Agents told them that Estes' "political inf luenc4" was ^ = 
a stumbling block. The article further alleged that Agents informed ( 
Dunn and Propp to dig out enough evidence to make an airtight case Ni 
against Estes that "the politicians running Washington couldn't cover .^i^ ; 
up or Ignore • " v^ : 

T. ^"^^i^.^? ^ fabrication. SAC, Crosby, El Paso, was telephoni- 
caiiy contacted last evening and advised that he (Crosby), ASAC 
Spencer and SA John R. Maurer were the only Agents of the El Paso 
Olfice who spoke to Dunn and Propp. Crosby stated that all Agents 
involved flatly deny having made any statement which in any way could 

L?^^®*?"®^ *® *^^* quoted in the "Herald Tribune." (He is obtaining 
affidavits to this effect). RFr i^. '"^■^^^. 
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rT^ article also mentions that the Depiai'ltm^i^l^l/^^ 



a documented report on Estes* activities it recjeived tin iRebruary. .1961. 
In this regard it is noted that the lengthy let'ter_daeH^I?^drirom 
Dang^oot (a former Special Agent, who presently publishes "The Dan 
Smoot Reporter" which deals with communism and with whom we deal most 
circumspectly) addressed to the SAC, El Paso, with copies to SAC, Dallas^' 
!f Hli®*?"^®^" ^^^""^ states that he feels possibly Estes had violated/ / 
3 * ^H°?^ ^^^ ''^*^*'" ^°®^ ^is* numerous ccanpanies and banks whicttW^ 
Estes did business with and cites generally Estes' method of having / 
local farmers execute fictitious chattel mortgages on fertilizer taiilcs 
and alleges that fraudulent notes thus obtained were discounted at banks 
and that bankers were cooperating in transactions. Smoot cited the 
information in his letter as having come from an anonymous source who 
feared reprisal from Estes if no violation of law was proven and further 
characterized it as being an incomplete compilation of facts, figures, 
estimates, guesses and informed opinions. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 



This is the communication which the El Paso Office was 
instructed in Bureau radiogram 3/31/61 to review and discuss with the 
\ U. S. Attorney for his opinion as to whether a violation v/hich should 
be investigated by this Bureau was indicated. The U. S. Attorney was be 
furnished with a copy of Smooths letter and the enclosures thereto 
which contained a 14-page list of chattel mortgages in which Sstes 
allegedly had an interest. (This apparently is the list of approxi- 
mately 200 Estes' mortgages referred to in the "Herald p:;i,bune" article; 
A±±sx—rBV±ew of this material, Assistant U. S. Attorney! 



/ 



[e1 Paso, advised on 5/2/61 that it was his opinion that tixe 
\ all6ga.ti ons contained in Smoot's letter constituted hearsay and were 
I nonspecific in nature. He felt possible violations of the Federal 
' Reserve Act and Mail Fraud Statutes were indicated but dxd not feel 
he would be justified in requesting FBI investigation. 

Because this was an indefinite opinion, the Bureau instructed 
the El Paso Office by airtel 5/6/61 that the complaint be rounded out 
and the matter be rediscussed with the U. S. Attorney for a defmxte 
statement from him as to whether it represented a matter in which he 
would consider prosecutive action. 

Dan Smoot was contacted by our Agents 5/11/61 and would not 
furnish name of his informant but said he would have informant contact 
El Paso at a later date. This contact was not made until 7/3/61 whe^ 

I Icontacted the El Paso Offi ce, identifyine-hiasfili. as 

_ Smoot ^s"f ' 



he 

b7C 




Assistant U. S. Attorney , ^ 

that in the absence of information indicating that an ofj-icer or 
employee of a bank had knowledge of the apparent irregularities in 
the documents submitted, no violation of the Federal Reserve Act would 
exist. A letterhead memorandum dated 7/17/61 containing the facts Ox 
Dr. Dunn's complaint and the results of the various discussions with 
the U. S. Attorney's office was forwarded to the Criminal Division on 
7/24/61. This letterhead memorandum pointed out that! I had made 
available the 14-page list of chattel mortgages in whicq _| allegedxy 

rihad an interest. The list itself was not forwarded to the Department. 

''A copy of this letterhead memorandum was also transmitted to the 
Department of Agriculture on 10/27/61 purusant to a request for a nane 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 



check on Billie Sol Estes. It has since been learned that the 
CSriminal Division of the Department analyzed the facts in this case 
and concurred with the opinion of the U. S. Attorney »s office, El Paso, 
that no investigation was warranted. 



On 3/6/62, [ 



appeared at the El Paso office and 



•p,.-r.r,-iginoH r^^yf Inf orKation of a specific nature regarding 

J(for example, the Pacific Finance Company, Los An geies, 



California, was reportedly holding about $6,000,000 worth off 

•FoTcoTtr marlo nr»-f!o<= -i nrii r».a+.-i ne- a violation of the Interstate "l 



falsely made notes indicating a violation of the Interstate Vraus- 
portation of Stolen Property Statutes). This information was 
discussed with the U. S. Attorney's office at El Paso on 3/8/62 and 
the opinion of that office that such matter would constitute a 
violation of the Interstate Transportation nf Stolen Property Statutes 



be 
hic 



began the investigation whlch—hrought the 



resulting in the arrest of 



jase into prominence 



and three oi nis associates on 



3/29/62 by Bureau Agents fo?~535Spiracy to violate the Interstate 
Transportation of Stolen Property Statutes. The overt acts related 
to fraudulent notes given to the afore-mentioned Pacific Finance 
Company during October, 1961. 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 



Dan Smoot Speaks^ 
Here On June 14th 

Dan Smoot, editor and publish- 
er of The Dan Smoot Report, will 
make a public address at 8 p* m,, 
Thursday,. June 14, in the Olym^ 
pic Room of the Heidelberg Ho- 
tel. 

Mr. Smooths Jackson appear- 
ance is sponsored by National De- 
fense Council, Mississippi Society 
of DAR, and the public is urged 
to attend. 

Dan Smooth, a native of Mis- 
souri, was reared in Texas and 
attended SMU in Dallas. He holds 
both BA and jVIA degrees from 
that university. In 19^ he joined 
the FBI, At the close of the war 
he stayed in the FBI, rather than 
return to Hai-vard as a Teaching 
Fellow in English. 

After nine and a half years, 
Smooft resigned from the FBI t» 
help start the Fact*; Forum move- 
ment Sn Dallas. In 1955 he re- 
signed and started his own inde- 
pendent program. The Dan 
Smooth Report, in order to give 
only one side of controversial is- 
ipues . . . the sidf> that uses fun- 
damental American principles as i 
a yardstick for measuring all im- 
portant issues. 

While an FBI agent, Smoot 
worked for three and a half | 
j'ears exclusively on communist j 
investigations in the industrial i 
Midwest. For two and a half years ' 
folTowing that, Smoot was . on : 
FBI headquarters staff in Wash- ' 
ington, as an Administrative As- 
sistant to J. Edgar Hoover. His 
experjencefj and knowledge of 
various government departments 
hushi n g lip Q?i^ covering for com- : 




DAN SMOOT 

munist and their activities, should 
be known to every patriotic Mis- 
sissippian. 

Tickets are available for $1.00 
each and may be purchased at 
Patterson Drugs, Highland Vil- 
lage; Southwest Drugs, Mid City 
Mart; Brents Drugs, Woodland 
Hills; all Primos Restaurants; 
Service Drugs, Bright Shopping 
Center; Patterson Welch; South- 
west Drugs, Terry and McDowell 
Roads; and The Freedom Book 
Store at WLBT Channel 3, Jack- 
son. If you are MnBhlo. to get 
tickets from the foregoing places 
they may be purchased^ the 
door the night of ^TTmeliT^ 



^ 



•^ 



J Sir. ;\/oiir ^ .. |- 



^fJlril'.rT: 
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Mr, Tavel 
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Tele, Room 

Miss Holmes.-- 
Miss Gandy 
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July 10 9 1962 



„ • I.7r, T'.]--.r '„. 

''' ,^1 Mr. Ev^ns 

(i Mi\ Jloar-n ..^il- 

•: Mr, j^tiHivan 

J :ir. 7- vol 



I ''Tele. Koom .,-~ 



AIR IIAII 



f /V^.:^^ 



[ndianapoiis 3r^ Indiana 



ik^^"^ /^ lz:::;:i: 



Dear 



■DD 

:b7C 



:.3nt: u^a ycjsr letter to birug. dated 
j. June 395 iv6!:i,j, in v^bicb ycu ttenti'cn a fot^r^^:-; ^:M 
y\ man v;hc r^Jvi^cd ycu x:ot to take rae oeriouisly 
■^jbecaus^:) li I::::;" "::: nervous conditioa*'' Jhe irnpl:,^ 

C«*'' ^ ^ -v V - ... ;j 1-- c ■ uCz u t : cl U ,t V/i-l b 1 C; w '^.> u u 0« ^ w 'J f.* ,^ i^ . 



i Other, '^ciSjza t..:£it I vras lircd frd 






I stealii.::^^* All ChG ra3or£:u includiv;:^ tb^ cno .yea 
i hcardj^ are falsG'o After 9 years and tlirv:-:- ■'et::;hi:IiG 
in the -FBI 9 I wao stili an Agent in gcod ztcz^Clrji 
v;hen I rcssigncd voiuiitarily in Jane^ i951««^CiU:b:: 
HG kind of threat or pressure to do so a I ra.?i^:n^3d 
because I tvantod to change vxy cccapatlon end s-i^itle 
rny, family peri:n£.icr:*tiy in Dallas » 

i liai/e HGUcr before, ooen any pa^Gibility of tr^^tn;;; 
any- of these f^ilse riiniors to thoir source « llith 
yciir help^ i nay -lia able to trace w^e cv:e you bacrd. 
' Could you give me tbe'siame and .address of tho 
?M man vtIio nade the remark about vv 
aak him to eKpiaino \ 



Dan ^?i 




cc; Kro K..::::rv, T« Everingbcim 



Jo Ed^'-cir Hoover 
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^IV3;50 (4rf3-62) 



(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 



Smoot Urges VS . 
Withdraw From U.N. 



^i 



By CHARLES M. HTLLS 
Clajfion-Ledger Staff Writer 

» Dan. Smoot former ageivt for 
tfie Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation and author of the famed 
I Smoot Report, declared here 
: that the United States needs to 
i withdraw from the United Na- 
tions. 

Speaking to an assembly of the 
Daughters of the American Rev- 
okTtion at the Hotel Heidelberg, 
he suggested also that this nation 
end foreign aid. repeal the in- 
come tax and take the federal 
government out of competition 
' with free enterprise. 

In a sharp-tontgue atock on the 
New Frontier, he said that ''it 
we made, our own government 
obey its Constitution, we would 
restore the freedoms fchat our 
forefathers fought to preserve." 
ATTACKS WASTE 
Attacking governmental waste, 
Mr. Smoot declared that * 'Presi- 
dent Kennedy has collected and 
spent more tax money than pres- 
idents from Washington fco Frank- 
lin Roosevelt.*' 

Introduced tx) an audience of 
some 250 persons, and an un- 
limited nrnnber of listeners over 
the Patriotic Radio and Televis- 
ion Network, by Walter G. John- 
son, Jr., as a "fearless patriot," 
Mr. Smoot urged education of the 
people as bo the dangers of Com- 
munism and softness within gov- 
ernment. 

"We have a great mass of egg^ 
h^Ofeerals today who think 
tii^ govermrilnt should have tjhe 
right to control air things," he 
said. 



"^\%en you start passing laws 
to force others to do the will of 
government in all bhings, you are 
entering intx> slavery," Smoot 
said. "There is no suggestion in 
our eonstitutioij iihat the state 
must promote Ihe general wel- 
fare. Our bill of rights asks 
nothing of the federal govern- 
ment.'* 

The occasion was the climax 
of Flag Day ceremonies held in 
the city under sponsorship of the 
DAR. 

At an afternoon program at tlie 
Old Capitol, Or. M. Ney Williams, 
prominent local physician and 
patriotic leader, called for a re- 
signing of the decilarations of 
freedom. 

He said fehat the "predatory 
monster of Communism" is 
t(hreatening and this nation and 
its people must awaken or be- 
come an over-ripe plum. 

Dr. Williams warned of ite dan- 
gers of centralizafiwn of power, 
and declared that a fight is at 
hand which knows no middle 
ground. 

Mrs. H. A. Alexander, chair- 
man of the National Defense 
Council of the Mississippi Chap- 
ter of t/he DAR, presided ar both 
the afternoon and evening pro- 
grams. Mrs. Fentress Rhodes, 
state regent, and Mrs. Louise 
Moseley Heaton, vice president 
general of the national society, 
also book an active part in th^ 
DAR observance of Flag Day. 

Flags were di.sola yg ^ Iny ^ not, 

ness houses in tlfiiy dowi]6>wn 
district of Jackson in observance 
of t^e occasion. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 



1/22/62 



SAC, PHOENIX (62.0-6056) 



\ 

I 



:^ 



o 



Scottsdale, Arisona 

RESEARCH (CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS) 



ReBulet 1/17/62 to | ^ copy 

of which was received at the Phoenix Office with a 
request tn ad viae the Bureau what might have been said 
to giv«| |the idea thjat I, as a representative of 



the Bureauri -was giving DASBJ^MOOT a "clean bill of health." 

Please be advised that I can say without 
qualification that any such interpretation put on my 

remarks by^ ^was a misinterpretation. I told him 

exactly what i WftS instructed to tell him concerning the 
fact that DAN SKOOT was not a member of the Communist 
Party at the time he resigned from the FBI. I then under- 
took to point out to him the Jurisdiction and responsibilities 
of the Bureau and told him^ as I stated in my letter to the 
Bureau 12/29/61, that we could not comment regarding SlfOOT*s 
activities or dependability of the same since he has been 
out of the FBI and could not adopt the function of making 
evaluations or comments as to his character or integrity as 
an individual. He, himself, appears to contradict the 
statement he made in reply to me, which was included in my 
letter 12/29/61, when he acknowledged that he realised it 
was not a fair question to ask the FBI whether the FBI could 
tell him whether he could depend on what DAN suonr m>ittM 
about our government. From this conversation] ^has 
gone beyond what I advised him when he makes t he eiAlm tha t 
I stated I would affirm to anyone DAN SHOOT was not a pro- 
Communist. This promise was not made to him. 



I gained from the Bureau airtel 12/21/61 a clear-cut 



be 

:b7C 



impression in my own mind, that is. 
the objects of my oral advice to l 



sub-iecti velyj that one of 
was to see to it 



be 

b7C 



that he could not use the FBI in any way to endorse or to 
evaluate DAN SHOOT <»r his comments or writings and with this 



subjective conviction in mind, 
instructions 



2 - Bureau (AH) 
1 - Phoenix 



ELB:Jkp- 

(3) t 



r>' 



O: 



I carried out the Bureau's 



Sear 




PX 62-0-6056 



=^C0 I have met and am personally acquainted 

withi J although I have not had much contact with him, 

I am sure if the Bureau desires^ I can straighten him out 
on this matter without any further mistaken reverberations. 
I shall make no attempt to contact him^ however, UACB. 



be 

:b7C 
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UNITED STATES GOVErWeNT 

Memorandum 



TO 



FROM 



Mr. Callahan 



0/ 
C. R. Davidson t/^ 



::^j \ 



date: 



August 8, 1962 



(2 



subject: former SA HOWARD DySMOOT 

(Inquiry of Attorney General by 
Congressman James Roosevelt) 



)^' 










I 

o 
\ 

ex 






Reference is made to the attached memorandum of Mr. Evans to 
Mr. Belmont, dated 8-7-62, recommending that the Administrative Division submit 
information concerning former SA Smoot's Bureau service, to be furnished by 
Mr. Evans' Office to the Administrative Assistant to the Attorney General. This is 
in connection with a letter from Congressman James Roosevelt to the Attorney 
General dated 7-23-62. 

Former SA Smoot, who is 'also known as Dan Smoot, entered on duty as 
a Special Agent on 3-23-42, and resigned voluntarily, effective 3-15-51. Burea^ / 

/records reflect that in October, 1943, while stationed in the Cleveland Division, \/ 
he was assigned to the communist squad in that office. He was still assigned to / 
that squad as of 3-31-44, and as of 3-13-45 and 3-31-46, he was reported to be / 
handling National Defense investigations, which include communist matters. Srioot 

■ served in a supervisory capacity at the Bureau's headquarters in Washington from 
11-1-46 to 11-30-48, during which period of time he did not have direct super- 
vision of communist investigations. There is no position in the FBI entitled, ^ 
"Administrative Assistant to the Director. " 



jtafUV^lv./ 



\From 11-30-48 until the time of his resignation, Smoo^again hai.dle<3 
investigative work in the field, including internal security matters. "^ ^ 

There is no indication that the Director has ever made a statement that 
Smoot never worked on Internal Security matters for the Bureau. Smoot's ^ ., 
personnel file indicates to the contrary. ^^^.^ ,;|-| <^..-,... _.,/,, . _.„ / / 



RECOMMIT NDATION 






ig 



-K' 



It is recommended that Mr. Evans furnish the^above infoz'iiiation to the 
Administrative Assistant to the Attorney General, at the same time returning 
Congressman Roosevelt's letter, which is attached. 

1 - Mr. Evans (Sent Direct) '; // '^'' 

1 - Mr. L. D. Hunzeker (Sent Direct) . . / / / ^ '-p -'— t/"— ^ 7 X^ " 

JjCJICinikh (4) ^.y^:^ .-^ l-- - ^ // l^'-V. ^ SENT DIRECT ff'i • "; 

'. EnclpsuBe^ a-i^ O'^^^"'' ' . ; ■ '- '^ i_;f.^-.vj. ■ c^^^:..^ / 

I y^y^rlj^ ■-;.-'• SEP 4:M9c2 
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c^xioHf.i fc>*M NO. la ' ' ' To!;,on _ 

Uo»r:,ont . 



UNITED STATES GOVERl^BSNT ^B ^''''' ' 



Memorandum 



Conro'l 

DeLoach„ 

Evans 

Ma lone . 

H', ■ ' Rosen 

Sul ivan _ 
^_ _ ^ _ _ ^ Ta-.-cI 



/n 

TO : Mr. Belli:) ont _ date: August 7, 1962 



TeJ ;. Room . 
no:;,',es 



N^ 



FROM : C. A. Evans ''' °'"'^'' 

w 

subject: HOWARD D./SMOOT 

FORMER SPECIAL AGENT 

(INQUIRY BY CONGRESSMAN ROOSEVELT) 



Previous memoranda have set forth information indicating the 
Attorney General had received a letter from Congressman James Roosevelt 
requesting information concerning former Special Agent Ban Smoot. The 
Attorney General requested the Bureau prepare a reply over his signature to 



^ Congressman Roosevelt, 



i^t'.p. 



/M 



Memorandum from Section Chief Morrell to Mr. DeLoach dated 
^ Y/27/52 (copy attached) set forth information in answer to Congressman Roosevelt's 
^ inquiry and attached a proposed letter over the signature of the Attorney General 
t\ to Roosevelt. This proposed letter informed Roosevelt that prior to Smoot's 
^ j resignation from the Bureau in 1951 he served for a period of time in a supervisory 

■ 5 capacity. Roosevelt's letter had referred to Smoot asb^ing an "Administrative - 
^ I Assistant to the Director" and the proposed letter to itesevelt pomtgtoitiiiei^ | 
^ i is no such position in the FBI. ^„. , ., hlO/a^ ^YY^-^ J^\ / 

t ^ stuc. "^*::^r*</ -f ' ^«'^ - - ■% \/ 

The Attorney General's Office has advised that the Atfe6rn^ General j' 

has decided that the letter prepared by the Bureau for trans mi ttal, to Roosevelt" / 

should not be sent but that the Attorney General's Office should call Roosevelt / 
concerning this matter. The Attorney General suggested that additional ^ 

information be obtained from the FBI. He particularly asked concerning the 
type of work Smoot supervised v;rhile in the Bureau and how much time Smoot 
spent investigating communism. This material is to be used in the Attorney / 
j General's Office discussion with Congressman Roosevelt. ^^ _, , , . ... / / £p 

1 ACTION- ^^^ ,^;,,j3^^'.. 

' ' It is recommended this be referred to the AdmMstrative Division for 

appropriate material to be furnished to the Attorney General's Office.'' It is 
i; P^ suggested that at the time this material is furnished to the Attorney General's 
I ^^' Office they be advised of the fact that Agents handle varied types of assignments, 
I including communism, as well as criminal-type matters. It is noted in 

I Mr. Morrell's memorandum referred to above Smoot was assigned to the Crime 

I Records Di^^ision from 2/15/47 until 11/20/48. While assigned to the Cleveland 

Office in 1944? he was assigned to the "Communist Squad" of the Cleveland Office. 

Enclosure / '7 — T^ * ^ approved this material will be 

. '^ ' '.77>-i' /, , 1 _Mr Morrell ^0, furnished to Administrative Assistant 

1 -Miv'piiStM •./ 1 ^5; ^'°^f ^'^^--^afn^e^^^^^^ 

1-Mr. r)elLoaMF~- • - ;..CHS:llb -;, ^ 
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UNITED STATES GO VEHWENT ^P t^'^^-' K ^ ^ ^ 

Memorandum .^ 

'^° ■• Mr. Bejmonr^ ^ ^ate: August 13, 1962 ,. ^ --^^ '^^ 



(, -JrO Mai one __ 



z: 



P . ,-/ 



i'ele. Room . 
Hoi; 



FROM : c. A. Evans Lc^^' "rt""^' 



subject: former SA HOWARD D. SMOOT 

(Inquiry of Attorney General by /^//^-ly^r-^ ^ ^ 

Congressman James Roosevelt) S//Cji^' 

Memorandum from C. R. Davidson to Mr. Callahan dated 8/8/62 



,^.— ' , ^^ — 



\ set forth information concerning former SA Howard D. Smoot, also known as 
J Dan Smoot. This memorandum recommended that this information be furnished 
. to Administrative Assistant to the Attorney General Symington. This is to 
i!^ record that the following information set forth in Mr. Davidson's memorandum 
/ was furnished to Mr. Symington on 8/13/62: 

Ct Smoot entered on duty as a Special Agent on 3/23/42 and resigned 

^ voluntarily effective 6/15/51. In October, 1943, while stationed at the Cleveland 
v; Divisiony Smoot was assigned to communist matters in that office. He v/as still 

assigned to such matters in 1944 and March, 1945. In March of 1946 he was 
I handling National Defense investigations which included communist matters. 
(V Smoot served in a supervisory capacity at the Bureau's Headquarters in 
^ 'J Washington from 11/1/46 to 11/30/48, during which period of time he did not \ ; 

^ have direct supervision of communist investigations. There is no position in V 

the FBI entitled "Administrative Assistant to the Director. " / 



1 1 






From U/30/48 until the time of his resignation, Smoot again handled / 
investigative work in the field, including Internal Security matters. 

ACTION: 

This is for record purposes. At the time the above information 
was furnished to Mr. Symington, the letter which had been sent by Congressman 
James Roosevelt to the Attorney General and the proposed letter to Honorable 
James Roosevelt, prepared by the Bureau for the Attorney General, were returned 
to Mr. Symington. m.U 1^]^^^^ ^^?-di37 

1 - Mr. Belmont f : ^i^--...^.^:^^^^^^^^^ '': 

1-Mr. Moxir / .... ^v>J • »..-,■ — ^ -_,-.. ^.— |rt 

1 -Mr. De Loach / /^- -' 

1-Mr. MorreU / ' lcAUG-?^V;~: 

1 - Mr. Evans '^' \r\ .a -^^ _^ 

CHSramr o^p 411952 "i/- / 
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October 30. I962 
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lohr*!!!,, y 
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Mr, Rosen 

Mr* Sullivan^ 
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|ae«#ge Sokolsky said there is no such title in the FBI as 
I Administrative Assistant'. He laay "be right. X have been 

out of the E3I since June, 195I and, of course, have no 

inside eources of information in the FBI* 

When I was an FBI Agent, however. Special Agents assigned 
to the "Bureau" "that is, to EKE Bsadquarters Staff in 
Washington, D* C.--were called tte Director's fAdmlnie 

trative Assistants ^ Shey wevisslso called .0tve9Xi 
I supervisors". ,\ 

( I vras transferred to FBI Headqiisrters Staff in Washington, 
Id. C. as an "Administi^tive Assistant" in 1946. I served 
Hn that capacity until Novemtoer, 1948, when (at my own 
request^ for reasons of health) I mu» transferred haw^ to 
tthe field service. ^v 

Cordially, 



DS:ps 

co: J, Edgar Hoover, Director -, 

y FBI .vclvVi* 



./ Washington, D. C..,, 




Q^;tt0V--2™4962 



QA 



^dS 



Dan aaooi^i^-i 



^V 



>^' 
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l^>. 
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THE DAN SMOOT REPORT 

C 
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Y 



Tucumcarij New Mexico 
Dear 




When 1 was transferred to FBI headquarters staff 
'at Washington, D. C, in 1946, 1— and all other 
special Agents thus assigned in Washington as 
Supervisors— were called Administrative Assistants 
■M the Director. Whether that was a formal 
designation listed in personnel records and on the 
^I's appropriation I requests, 1 do not know, and 
1 do not know whether the designation is now used 
at all. But during the three-year period, 1946- ; 
1948, when I was an FBI Supervisor at the Seat of 
Government, every ^filj nSu»ery^|l<w3was called an 
Administrative AssistdiSt.' I recall that in those 
years 1 occasionally made a public speech, a^ an 
official representative bf thej^l. The group 
inviting me was alw^jfartold that I was an Adminis- 
trative Assistant to J. Edgar Hoover » ami I was 
always so introduced. 



Cordially J 



Dan' Smoot 



67-^fc3fc^t-a3? 



DS:bjc 

CCS Mr* J* Edgar Hoover 

DcpartToent of Justice 
Washington.^ D. C. 



■p: 



K^l'^ 'i^* 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

/ ^ Memorandum 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 



Mr. DeLoach 



D. C. Morrell^^ 



date: 11-8-62 



o 



PURPOSE: 



FORMER SA HOWARD D. SMOOT 

USE OF TITLE "ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIBTANUS/I^ 




To report results of a review of the personnel file of captioned individual 
md references iri Bureau files to determine if former SA Howard D. Smoot, better known 
IS Dan Smooli was ever referred to in Bureau correspondence or biographical sketches 
is an Administrative Assistant to the Director. 



DAN SMOOT: 



C<^ 



m 



Formfer SA Howard D. Smoot entered on duty with the Bureau on March 23, 
1942, and rj^i£a£d^jn.,,6^^ while assigned to the Dallas Office. He had worked in the 
Portland, San Francisco, Dallas and Cleveland Offices prior to being transferred to the 
Bureau in October, 1946. After serving a short time in the Investigative Division, he was 
transferred on 2-15-47 to the Crime Records Section where he remained until transferred 
to Dallas for health reasons in November, 1948. On Mav 15, 1951^ Smoot was censured^ 
placed o_nj>robafibn affd transferred to the Savannah Office becnusf? of his f ailu re to inform 
the Bureau earlier of information in his possession concerning misconduct of others in the 
Dallas Office and for making unfounded charg es against his SAC. Thereafter he resigned. 

In June, 1951, Smoot began working for '^Facts Forum, '* a group financed 
and backed by the millionaire oil man H. L. Hunt, owner and operator of the Hunt Oil 
Company. Smgot resigned from 'Tacts Forum" in July, 1955, and thereafter operated 
privately A^ a commentator and publisher of a newssheet entitled "The Dan Smoot Report. " 
This report was the subject of SAC Letter 59-17 (F) dated 3-24-59 which identified Smoot 
as a former Agent and instructed that inquiries concerning him and his paper be handled 
in a most circumspect manner. 

A thoroup-h rpvif^w p f thp thr ee-volume Personnel fil e of Smoot (67-263689) 
[ails to reflect any reference to him as an "Administrative Assistant" or an "Administrative 
Assistan ttothej pirector. " This title did not appeajTin any letter of appointment^ transfer 7 
: ensure or probation . No communication concerh mg spee ches given by Smoot or any other 
)fficial matt er co n^rningliim contained either of thesetitles . After Smoot left the Bureau, 
i Vwas publicl yld escribed in newspaper articles as an Administrative Assistant to the Direc - 
:or. Files indicate he has continued to use this designation. LX-^'f/^.J^ S ) ^ '^ J ^*'i""^ 



Enclosurex2-jii^^^....,o^ 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. ]\J. A. Jones 
GE]VI:lc^(5) 



//-f^-<^-Z. 
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NORTrt/^TERN STATE COLLEGE OF LOUISIANA 



Vi, 



NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA 



February 16, 1963 



Department of 
SOCIAL SCIENCES 

ANTHROPOLOer 

Economics 
geography 
government 

HISTORY 

Philosophy 
sociokoev 



t 



John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D.G, 

Dear Sir: 

^Every Satiirday night a television program called The 
.Dan^moot Report is beamed out of Shreveport. They regular- 
llly^g^ve 'a"rist 6f 1^, Snoot *s credentials- to vouch for his^ 
I competence. Included is the statement that he is^ a^ former 
\ Harvard La\i School professror and FBI agent* 



After hearing his pro 
o^ctreme to me that he had 
law. Accordingly, I ^/rote 
the Harvard Law School tc^ 
My letter was-'ans x^ered b3_ 
I ~] He said, 

never had a'prol'essor here 
student here by that name, 
under colors that are not 
who could so freely mangle 
when he allows himself to 



gram, it seemed doubtful in the 
any kind of close training in 
■ to the Dean of the Faculty at 

•f*n rtr^ nn-h T■^hn'^ h1 y ff=^nn'rA- harl hf^firt / 



"According to our records- we tiave 
named Smoot; nor have v;e had a^ 

*' Clearly, Mr, Smoot is- flying 

his*. It occurred to me that one " 
facts^might also be inaccurate . . 

be described as a former FBI agent* 



-bo 
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Is it consistent v/ith the policy of the Bureau to give 
information of this kind? I would like to laiow if Kr*. Dan 
Smoot was indeed an agent with your branch of the Justice 

Department* 

I teach political theory* So does Mr* Sinoot, using the 
big scare, the innuendo and the half-truth to indict our present 
administration* His" interpretations- over the air-waves^ are his 
business-; Accurate laiowledge of his credentials^ is -public busi- 
ness* That is why I make inquiry of you on this; matter* 
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February 13, 196 3 
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Phone GR 7-6726 



be 

hlC 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Wa sh ington> 33, C, 



Dear 



(3. 



ac ^r, =J?-n? that[Daa_gmoot; T.V. commentator, is referred to 
-L"^^! J agent, ^tkraard-you give us some information conoerning 
one circumstances connected with his disassociatlon with the FBI. 

^n,r,T. c JJ^s^"»ention of his former association with the Bureau 
implies that he speaks with authority and knowledge available 
only to one related to some official government agency. 

We appreciate your help in this matter. 

Sincerely. 
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be 

b7C 
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209 Berkshire House 
Univ. of Mass. 
Amherst Mass. 
October 19, 1963 



Gentlemen: 

I have just read a copy of The Dan Smoot Report. 
Mr. Smoot was Assistant (Administrative) to J. Edgar Hoover. 

In this Report, he states that our Assistant Secretary 
of Defense, Mr . Adam^ar mollnsky's par ents are communist 
fronters, and Yarmollnsky is a Marxist & a member of several Red 
fronts. Is this true? 

Mr. Smoot cites as his proof: Military Cold War 
Education & Speech Review Policies; Hearings before the Special 
Preparedness Subcommittee of the Senate Armed Services Committee 
1962 Part, IV pp 1491 - 2 

If possible I would like a copy of the hearings & any 
other information you have on Mr. Yarmolinsky. TChankyou., 



-bo 
:b7C 



Ymirft trnlv 



lo 



^^%- 



<^ 



%^ 



^dZtSJjr^^ t, « ■ *^ -.'?r?1 I -t * 



/• 



K^ 



■b 



^ } 









L' 



.•/' #"^ 



;' '■'">, A' 



4 OCT 29 19S3 



■ '•' "-^ 5 v=>-3 P3KS. K"C. TT^OT 






# 



^ 






<''>■ 






October 23, 1963 



be 
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Tolson 

Belmont _ 

Mohr 

Casper 

Callahan , 

Conrad 

DeLoGch , 

Evans 

Gale 



l^ Rosen 



Sullivan 

Tdvel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gondy 



University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, I>Tassachusetts 

Dear Mr. Lucas: 

Your letter of October lOth has been received. 
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7/ith respact to your inquiry concerning 
the FBI, boin^ an invastigativo as^ncy of the Federal 
Government, neither makes evaluations nor dra^vs conclusions as 
to the character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. In addition, information contained in the files of this 
Bureau niust be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations 
01 the Deiiarti-jGent of Justice and is available for official use only. 
Ai30, thi;;. Bureau does not have copies of the hearings by the Special 
Preparedness Eubcoir.mittee of tlie Senate Armed Services Committee 
for dis so ruination. 

Cf possible interest to you is the fact that Mr. Dan Smoot 
was eiTiployed by the ?BI as a Special Agent during the period March 23, 
1942, until June 15, 1951. We have never had the position of Administra- 
tive Assistant to tlie Director. The personal ventures of Mr, Smoot and 
his opinions and comments are strictly his o;vn, and the FBI is not in a 
position to comment on these in any v;ay v/hatsoever. 



OCT 2 4 1953 
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Sincerely yours, 

^ ^^gar Hoover 



John Ed^ar Hoover 



W-' 



Director 
IKOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Evans :. 



November 7> 1963 



university or iiassacnusetts 
Amherst^ Massachusetts 



Dear 



When I was transferred to FBI headquarters staff 
at Washington, D* C, in 19^. I--and all other 
Special Agents thus assigned in Washington as 
Supervisors — were called Administrative Assistants 
of the Director. Whether that was a foi^i^l desig- 
nation listed in personnel records and on the 
FBI's appropriation requests, I do not know; and 
I do not know whether the designation is now used 
at 3allo Bat during the three -year period, 194&^. 
1948, when I was an FBI Supervisor at the Seat %£ 
Goverrment, every such Supervisor was called an;:; 
Adiainistrative Assistant. I recall that in th^se . 
years 1 occasionally made a public speech, as &n 
official representative of the PBI» The group'^'^- 
inviting me was always told that I was an Adni:^is-_ 
trative Assistant to J. Edgar Hoover, and I 
always so introduced. 









iii^'y^r^^ 



Cordially, 
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-';y:x^s 
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cc: PIr, J. ^ fib g^r Hoover - 
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November 21, 1963 



r. OasUsmc 



Mr. OasUsmoot 
Poet omce Box 9538 
Dallas 14, Texas 

D€»r Mr. Smoot: 



I have reft<»ivAd the cony of your letter of 
No^mber 7, 1963, to | | University of 

MafflAclmsetts, Amii^st, Massachusetts. 

la ccHinectlcai with ii»|uirie8 from individuals 
witfeftpa^iect to your fcnrmer employment with &e FBI, you 
ma^'M interested in knowing the FBI has informed these 
coiJTC^poadmts that this Bur^u has wtrfer had tl» position 
of Administrative Assistant to the Director. " Also, it was 
pointed oat that your <^EElcial title vhUe with the FBI was 
'^gpScial Agent "" 

Sincerely yours, 



be 
:b7c 



MAILED i:i! <^ 

CO,MM-FC! 




1 Edgar HoosAer 

J<^m Edgar Hoover 
Director 



1 - Mr. DeLoach (sent with cover memo) 
1 - Mr. Morrell (sent with cover memo) 



O'^ 



Y 



^•j.S'^- 



NOTE: See M. A. Jones to Mr. DeLoach memo dated 11-20-63 
captioned "Former Agent Howard D. Smoot. AKA Dan Smoot. " 



Rplmnnf • . 


JMM:bsp 

(6) V4 


c^- 


Casper 




\i 


rallnhnn 




CorrnH 




DeLoarh , , 






Gcile 






Rosen 

Sullivan 


'\^; 




Trotter 


" 




T«lft. Room 






Holmes .'. 
Candy 


MAII ROOmI I TFI.FTYPF UNlfP i^ 




( 



he 

hlC 



Metaine, LoUiSil 



November 13 > 



Mr. BeJmfmj^ 
Mr. Mafirr^ 
Mr. Casper.! 
Mr. CallaM 
Mr. Conrji 
Mr. DeLofcfti* 
Mr. Evai! 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr, SulJivan^ 

Mr, Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

196| MJm HMme«™. 
Miss Gandy 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I. 
7vashinf:ton, D.C. 

Dear Ihv . Hoover: 

Recently two men who were formerly F. B. I* agents 
have directly or indirectly become Icnovm to me. The one 
is a Mr. Stuart E.^heer, a candidate for Sheriff of 
.vijefferson Parish in Louisiana, and the other a L5r. Dan 
^^moot ^^'no is editor of a small bulletin-type newspaper. 
^These seem like honest, sincere men; I v/ould like* to 
believe what they say and write but my problem is that 
I really know nothing about them other thah what they 
suy about themselves. I would appreciate any comments 
which you would care to make regarding their character, _ 
the general type of work they did Ti^ith tiie F. B. I., cina 
their reason for leaving such a fine organization. 

I nave read with great interest your book, MASTSdS 
OF DECEIT, and' only regret that there are not more men 
in cur government who have grasped this understanding of 
Communism which you. so vividly expressed in your bock. 




Thank you. 
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,.«co»t>so-t» 
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Sincerely yours. 
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NOV 27 1363 . . . T\ V . 'J 
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be 

:b7C 



November 20» 1963 



!■: 



Metairie, Lcuisiana 




lii-S 



It. 



Deaj 



I have received your letter of November 13th 

r-:icl i li'ant to tlianl: you lor your kind remarks about my 
bcD!:, "luastcrs of Deceit. " It is hoped that our future 
cr.clsavors will continue to merit your support and approval. 
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Although I would like to be of service, the 

■BI belr^cc rji investigative agency of the Federal Government 
nsfther iii?„;cs evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the 
character or intesrity of any organization, publication or ^^jj 
incivic^ual. In response to your inquiries,'^ Mr. Smoot was 
employed hj tiie FBI as a Special Agent from March, 1942, 
until Juno, 1051, v?hen he voluntarily resigned. Mr, Scheer 
was c..i:3loyed as a Special Agent from December, 1951, until 
January, 1232, v/hen he voluntarily resigned. Their personal 
ventures and their opinions and comments are strictly their 
ov/n and the FBI is not in a position to comment on these in 
any way whatsoever. U^ ' J 

Sincerely yours, / 
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/t^^^ 
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d. Edgar Hoover 



^ 



-iPTT^ 




NOI'E:r\Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 



Former SA Stuart 
Eugar ^heer entered on dufy 12-10-51 and voluntarily resigned 1-3-62. 
Euf iles relect his candidacy for the position of Sheriff of Jefferson 
Parish. , xZ-. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
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• • 



Toison - 
Belmont 
Mohr 



Casper 

/Callahc 

I Conrad 

Ji DeLoachi 



per ^ 

.ahan _ .. ^ .^ 
rad -~y^ - 



DATE 11.20-63 




ooes* 



r 



SUBJECT: FORMER AGENT HOWARD D. WoOT 
AKA DAN SMOOT 

BACKGROUND: 




Former Agent Dan Smoot has sent the Director a copy of his letter of 
November ^7 J 1963, to an individual at the University of Massachusetts. In his letter, 
Smoot is apparently justifying his use of the title ''Administrative Assistant" and claims 
that he and all other Agents assigned to the Seat of Government as Supervisors in 1946 
used this title. However, he pointed out that he did not know whether or not a formal 
designation appeared in personnel records to document this designation. He claims that 
when he was a Supervisor at the Seat of Government, 1946-1948, every Supervisor was 
referred to as an ''Administrative Assistant, " and that when he handled speech requests 
he was identified as an official representative of the FBI who was an "Administrative 
Assistant" to J. Edgar Hoover. 

INFORMATION IN BUFILES: 



^Former SA Howard D. Smoot entered on duty with the Bureau on March 23, 
1942, and re^^^ed on 6-15-51 while assigned to the Dallas Office. He had worked in the 
Portland^ SalT Francisco, Dallas and Cleveland Offices prior to being transferred to the 
Bureau in Ocj^ber, 1946. After serving a short time in the Investigative Division, he was 
transferi'ed ohi2-15-47 to the Crime Records Section where he remained until transferred 
to Dallas for l^alth reasons in November, 1948. On May 15, 1951, Smoot was censured, 
placed on probation and transferred to the Savannah Office because of his failure to inform 
the Bureau ea^^^ier of information in his possession concerning misconduct of others in the 
Dallas Office and for making unfounded charges against his SAC. Thereafter he resigned. 

In June, 1951, Smoot began working for "Facts Forum," a group financed 
and backed by the millionaire oil man H. L. Hunt, owner and operator of the Hunt Oil 
Company. Smoot resigned from "Facts Forum" in July, 1955, and thereafter operated 
privately as a commentator and publisher of a newssheet entitled "The Dan Smoot Report. " 
This report was the subject of SAC Letter 59-17 (F) dated 3-24-59^ivhich identified Smoot 
as a former Agent and instructed that inquiries concerning him and his paper be handled 
in a most circumspect manner. -;. j fifl^|7"^/ 

iA thorough review of the'^tT^ele-^voltime persdnne^^ 
fails to reflect any^]|^|erence±Q him as an "AdminiitifatB^^ ^siji^^t^' or an "Admii^^rsiive 
Assistant to the Director. ^^ Tra^ tide did n&^^^^g^^pSii.^^ 



Enclosure ^'^^-^MS^/z^St/^-^S 

1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Morrell - Enclosure 
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TO] 



A. Jones to Mr. DeLoach memo 
E: FORMER AGENT HOWARD D. SMOOT - AKA DAN SMOOT 



censure or probation. No commxmication concerning speeches given by Smoot or any other 
official matter concerning him contained either of these titles. After Smoot left the 
Bureau, he was publicly described in newspaper articles as an Administrative Assistant 
to the Director. Files indicate he has continued to use this designation. 

Administrative Division files clearly reveal the Bureau never had an official 
position classification for Special Agents of either "Administrative Assistant" or "Admin- 
istrative Assistant to the Director. " However, there were times in the late 1930's when 
Agent Supervisors were referred to as "Administrative Assistants" in outgoing correspond- 
ence in connection with speeches. An SAC Letter dated 7-9-47 advised that there was no 
such title for Agents as "Administrative Assistant to the Director" or "Administrative 
Assistant. " A subsequent SAC Letter 56-27 (A), dated 5-15-56, indicated that the title 
"Administrative Assistant to the Director" had not been used since the outset of World 
War n, but that former Agents who have served on the Headquarters Staff as Supervisors, 
of which there are several hundred, have on occasions and properly, used this title. 

All references in Bureau files prior to September, 1951, (Smoot resigned 
6-15-51) were reviewed. No communication using either of the above titles regarding 
Smoot was located. Speech Room records only go back as far as 1952. The biographical 
sketch of Smoot sent out in connection with his speeches has been destroyed along with 
other records more than 10 years old. It also was not possible to locate any outgoing com- 
munications relative to speech matters handled by Smoot, which would not have gone into 
his personnel file, without knowing the name of the organization before which he appeared. 
Where possible, abstracts were also reviewed with negative results. 

In the past when receiving inquiries about Smooths former position with the 
FBI, it has been pointed out that Smoot served as a Special Agent and he voluntarily 
resigned for personal reasons. The correspondents, when appropriate, are also informed 
that the FBI never had the position of "Administrative Assistant to the Director. " 

OBSERVATIONS: 

Smoot obviously recognizes the fact he never had the title of 'Administrative 
Assistant" or "Administrative Assistant to the Director" and has couched the terminology 
of his correspondence to individuals questioning his use of this title in such a way as not to 
contradict actual Bureau usage of this designation. While he does not so state in his cur- 
rent communication or in previous ones on the same subject, copies of which he has also 
sent the Director, it is possible he might have retained personal copies of correspondence 
and biographical sketches on speech matters when he was assigned to the Seat of Govern- 
ment. It is possible some of these items might have referred to him as an administrative 
assistant. However, it is felt Smoot should be informed once and for all that his title 
while assigned to the Seat of Government from 10-31-46 to 11-30-48 was as a Special 
Agent and we never had the official position classification for Special Agents of either 
"Administrative Assistant" or "Administrative Assistant to the Director. " Also, when 
handling future inquiries from individuals relative to Smoot's former position we can state 
that Smoot has been advised by the Director that he never had the title of Administrative 
Assistant. 
RECOMMEND ATION: 

The attached l§it^ to former Agent Smoot be appro>^d and sent. 
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DANgiMOOT 

FOEMER SPECIAL AGENT 



Ifr. HUGH H. CLEGG, former Assistant Director , FBI^ Oxford, 
I Mississippi, telephonically advised lI-*27-63 that he had received^ 
a telephonic inquiry from the above former Agent and desired to pass 
the information on to the Bureau. 

According to Mr. CLEGG, former SA SMOOT had been using 
certain brochures which identify him as a former Special Agent of 
the Bureau and as an Administrative Assistant to the Director. 
Persons inquiring of the Bureau as to SMOOTHS connection with the 
FBI had apparffttly received letters from the Director indicating 
that there wa^3no such position in the Bureau as Administrative 
^Assistant^o tMp Director. Mr. SMOOT desired to get some sort of 
confirmation from Mr. CLEGG to the effect that such a designation 
had at one§ t inMI^ been made with regard to persons in a supervisory 
position dii Wagjiington* According to Mr. SMOOT^ former Assistant 
to the Director: LOU NICHOLS had at one time advised SMOOT that 
Supervisoi^ A^iiits could be referred to as Administrative Assistants 
to the Dlrecto^^ Mr. SMOOT advised he would probably contact Mr» 
NICHOLS regarding this since this matter had been of some embarrass- 
ment to him. ^v* 

Mr. CLEGG stated he made no comment with regard toirthe 
but thought that the Bureau should know of the effqi^s beifcTg 
SMOOT to obtain some type of statement on the matter jftrom;^. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS 

R£: D^ SM^ 

FpJ^MER: SPECIAL AGENT 

4|p. HUGH H. CLEGG, former Assistant Director, FBI, Oxford, 
Mississippi, telephonically advised 11-27-63 that he had received 
a telephcaric 4UE4uiry from the above former Agent and desired to pass 
the infoihuaticn on to the Bureau. 

According to Mr. CLKK5, former SA SMOOT had been using 
certain brochures which identify him as a former Special Agent of 
the Bureau and as an Administrative Assistant to the Director. 
Persons ing^iring of the Bureau as to SMOOT's conioiection with the 
FBI had apptrently received letters from the Director indicating 
that there was no such position in the Bureau as Administrative 
Assistant to the Director, Mr. SMOOT desired to get some sort of 
confirmation from Mr. CLEGG to the effect that such a designation 
had at one time been Biade with regard to persons in a supervisory 
position in Washington. According to Mr. SMOOT, former Assistant 
to the Dir*^ctor LOU NICHOLS had at one time advised SMOOT that 
Superv is orjt Agents could be referred to as Administrative Assistants| 
to the Diri&ctor. Mr. SMOOT advised he would probably contact Mr 
NICHOLS regarding this since this matter had been of some embarrass-j 
ment to him. 

Mr. CLEGG stated he made no ccmment with regard to the / 

matter but thought that the &ireau should know of the efforts bein^ 

iB^de by SMOOT to obtain some typo of statement on the matter trc^jr 
former Bureau officials. ' 
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DATE. i2_4-63 



A 



SUBJECT: FORMER AGENT HOWARD D.CsMOOT 
AKA DAN SMOOT 

BACKGROUND: 




-7n 



By letter of November 27th former Agent Dan Smoot has acknowledged 
the Director*s letter to Smoot of November 21st. He has enclosed a copy of a clipping 
from "The Louisville Times" of 10-19-62 which relates to former FHSE Agents in the 
Louisville area who defended the FBI and the Dirprtnr ao-ainQt tho maiin^^no .»hor.o-^q of 

former Agen t| |and these former Agents, 

I [ were referred to in the clipping as former "admmistrative assistants to 

Mr. Hoover. " Smoot states it never occurred to him to wonder whether "administrative 
assistant" was an official title or merely an informal expression by Bureau personnel. 
He claims he did not know that "administrative assistant" never did exist as a title until 
he received the Director's letter of November 21, 1963. Henceforth, he states he will 
omit "administrative assistant" from his biographical sketches. He_alaQ_aiaied he hoped 



and 



th-jt fhn Bu reau would take these facts (other former Agents such as 

| who are referred to as "administrative assistants" and his not Knowing that 
our "administrative assistant" was not an official title) would be taken into account by 
the Bureau in answering inquiries about him regarding his previous employment with the 
FBI. 



INFORMATION IN BUFILES: 



be 

:b7C 



^ 



By memorandum of 11-20-63^ captioned as above, a resume of information 
in Bufiles regarding Smooths use of the title "administrative assistant" and the fact that 
this was never an official title in the Bureau was set forth. It was recommended and 
approved that Smoot be informed, as it was done in the Director's letter to him of 
ll-21-63,that we have been answering inquiries from individuals regarding Smooths 
employment with the FBI to the effect that the Bureau never had the position of "adminis- 
trative assistant to the Directorl' It was also pointed out to Smoot in this communication 
that his official title while with the FBI was "Special Agent. " 

RECOMMENDATION : 



For information and no acknowledgment be given to Smoot*s letter of 
11-27-63. 5->- Afe3G5??-;py3' 



1 - Mr. DeLoach 

1 - Mr. Morrell ! 't^*'"'^ 
JMM:bsp (5) /.^^ ^ 
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May 15, 1964 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I just finished reading your article "God or Chaos, " which 
is very revealing. 

■ (D 

Recently a paper entitled "The Don Smoot Report" came to 
my attention. My daughters who are college graduates' thihk"he~is a 
"radical. " Please let me know your opinion of his reports. They are 
published weekly and I see he used to work for the FBI. 

Thank you. Enclosed is a stamped envelope for your 
convenience in replying. 

Sincerely, 



Freeport, 111. 
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Your letter cktaci May iSth-and-enclosure have 
D3erx received, and i want to thaak you for your coianient 
regaraiiig "God or Chaos?' Enclosed are other publications 
on the general subject of comiumUsm I hope you lind of interest. 

In response to your inquiry, Mr. Smoot was 
employed in Uie FBI as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942, '- 
until June 15, 1G51, when he voluntarily resigned for personal 
reasons. Since Ms writings at tlie present tiriie are oersonal 
ventures of his o^vn, I as unable to cocaix^ent regarding them. 

rni^LS'Sr^l sincerely yours, 

I MAY 2 19641 ^ 

i...5'l^'^sj • J^ragar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
Enclosures (6) 

Stamped" envelope forwarded by correspondent (too small to utilize) 

"Keys to Freedom" 

Deadly Duel / 

LSB Intro 4-1-61 ^' 

Communism:'' The Bitter Enemy of Eieligion ^ 

The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals 
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Bear 






*Gur iO^lcii. O^ <i'dUc3 ^iiCt, VVAtU CAiWl-J:-iaj^o, i:.iu--j> i^w^^ii -^^j^j ,_, 

Wim rsGpect to your inquiry, Dan;,L5moot was 2 

ad as a Cpoclal Agent of the Federal Bureau of Inves- - 

vclantarily reoigned. Hia personal ventures and his opinioiiS 
and coinmeiHS are strictly his ot92i and this Bureau is unable 
to comracnt on those in any way v^hatsoover. 

Snciosed is some literature I trust ^411 be of interest. 
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Let's Fight Commuuism Sanely! 
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*r-i 1-02 ini:ernax ci^ecurity statement 

Faith in Freedom 

Faith in God--Our Answer. to Communism 
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?H^_£^?^i"^^s for Constitutional Government 

l>/QrB6x^83l3rgtatiton A 

Greenville, South Carolina 29604 
-June 10, 1964 



/c9 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 



to Green.aJtr^^i:"'' "^'^ ^°" are unabl. to speakC^^ ^ 

I am asking another favor of you. Will it be nossihlP for 
in^^^^ hVs^^:rortX^"-'^*^°\ Dan^LtrrrVi^nization 

he had this information on best authority. After showL hTm^e LSos 
information, hesaid he was mistaken. But harm halbeenTon^! 

Dap 9^,^, ^."^^ could have a letter of recommendation from you concerning 
Dan Smoot, it would help us to get Dan Smoot on TV & also reinforce ^ 

^l^nJ^ li -f ^^,^' t^ot necessarily a recommendation of Dan Smoot 
Report h It as :not dfethicall'idr you to give us this letter we will 
understand. We need it & it will be used very carefully ' 



be 

:b7C 



SdSviCj 



i . t^^ tsending this letter to you by 

1 1 c ^^^SlbgiiJif ourlorga^^^ who will be in ' Washington 18th & 19th 

11 Senator Thurmond has arranged some appointments for her! ^^ 

Kindest regards to you. 
Sincerely. 
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Sebastopol, Galif. 
June 17, 1964 



\ Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Sirs: 



f£ 



w 



How come the F.B. L lets Dan^mooth shoot ol his 



face every week, with ideas I consider revolutionary? 



In 1942 I sent a telegram to the President asking that 
be stopped f rom writing a column for the duration > the 
I I have not seen a column of his to tlhis day. 



duration of 



Seems to me what ever measure was applied to 
could be used on Dan Smoot, 
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"Grower of Fine uiads'.' 
* Sebastopol, California 
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September ]4, 19% 
Seattle, Wn, 



\ 



/; 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. 0« "* 

Gentlemen: 

What is the truth regarding Dan Smoot's 
resignation from the Y. B# I»? We have heard that he 
was fired; then we read that he resigned} then we hear. 
Oh, he probably resigned under duress. 

The facts, please. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
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September 22, 1964 



aaim« v, Washington 



Dear 



^wm^V^s^ 



'iS 



# 



/W 



C33 



Your letter of S^ember 14th has been received. ^^ 

In response to your imiiiiry, Mr. Smoot ^pas 
eniplof ed by the Federal Bureau of IhTesttgatioa as a &>ecial 

i^iS*'!?**'**. ^** ^^^' "^^ ^"^^ ", 1951, at w£Z ttme 
he voluntarily resigned for personal reasons. 
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?i^; ^f^^°,^o''"^tion furnished, correspondent is not 

fi^?"?? f »"^"®^- ^'*'^** ^ ^°*°°* ^O^ 3-23-42 and resigned 
b-15-5J, foUowing censu]^ probation and transfer due to several 
unfounded charges made by him against his SAC, and due to dereUction 
for"^e-*^^'"^ T ^"^^'' °^ ""^"^^ matters. He was not recommended 
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WHEELING AVENUE At NEELY 

Telephone AT 84257 



September 21, 1964 



/ 



Evans 



Mr. Rosen 

Mx\ Sullivan 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

M 33 Holm'JS 

Misa Gandy, 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C» 

Gentlemen: 

Dan -Sttioot of Dallas, Texas, distributes much material 
by mail and radio which raises questions in ray mind 
about him« This is particularly true about his ref- 
erences to the National Council of Churches. 

Mr. Smoot states that he worked for the FBI from 1942 
"1951. If the information is available, I should like 
to ,know what he did and the circumstances of his separ- 
atfopi from the FBI. 

I reSiize that some information of the Bureau is not 
available. What I have seen from lllr* Smoot seems to 
me to be the result of very shoddy investigation. 
Ihis does not seem to be in keeping with the Bureau. 
-H am wondering frankly if Mr. Smoot worked as an 
Investigator and if his separation resulted from 
something other than a desire on his part to do some- 
thing he considered more important or more lucrative. 

Thank you for your information. 
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Yours truly. 
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September 25, 1964 



Riverside Church Evangelical 

United Brethren 
Wheeling Avenue at Neely 
Muncie, Indiana 



Dear 



Your letter of September 21st has been received. 

In response to your inquiry, MrVj Skoot/ was employed 
in the Federal Bureau of Investigation as a Special Agent from 
March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily resigned 
for personal reasons. His personal ventures as well as his opinions 
and comments since he left this Bureau are strictly his own, and I 
am sure you will understand why it is not possible for me to com-* 
ment on these in any way whatsoever. 
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, Sincerely yours. 
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NOTE: Dan Smoot is well known to the Bureau and^Bufiles contain) 
no information identifiable with the correspondent f' 
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Kokomo, moianti '4 690 1 
September 29, 1964 



1 



J, Edgar Hoover 
Director, F.B.I. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir, 

Would it be possible for you or someone in the FBI to 
vouch for the integrity of character of Dan Smoot ? 

I have rekd that for seven years he w0 in the employ ' 
of the FBI, As you know he is, the author of the Da^/Smoot Report and 
by many of liberal leanings he is declared a radical of the right. One 
scarcely knows what to belive these days. I feel that if I could 
establish on good authority that he either is, or is not, a reliable, 
conscientious person this would help me in sorting out the truth. 
So many good people are snieared these days for politicai advantage 
that the truth is difficult to determine. 

Tm hoping you will be able to give me a character 
reference. Is he a person on whose writing I could depend? 

Thanking you in advance for any help you can be I am 

Sincerely ypurslfl -^li'Qy^ 
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October 6, 1964 



Kokomo, fodiaaa 4^01 
Dear 
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Your letter of September 29th has been received, 

la response to your toqitttry, Mr. Dant'Smoot was 
a Special Agent of the FBI from March 23, 1942, to June 15, 1951, 
when he volimtarily submitted his reslgnaUon. His acticms since 
that time are personal ventures, and I am not in a poslticm to 
comment on them in any way whatsoever. 
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July 26, 1965 



% 








Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Woiild you or one of your staff be kind enoi 
give me some general information about a man named Dan Smooti 

There has been considerable disagreement between 
members of my family about him* Vm the one who disagrees but 
I would like very much to know if I*m correct in taking the position 
I have in the argument. 

I understand he was at one tine employed by the 
Bureau. To read about him, one would think him "perfect^' and 
IVe never been impressed with an impressor. 

I would tyould like to know however, if I'm correct 
in my thinking about him and that is, "is he really just a plain old 
case of "sour grapes?" 



Thank you, 



El Sadrante, (Jai. 
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August 2» 1965 
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EI Sabrante^ California 
Dear 



be 

:b7C 



I have received your letter of July 26th. 

In response t«5 your Inquiry, I would like to 
point out that Rlr^ Howard D|>^mopt was employed with the 
FBI as a Special i^ent f rom l4arch 23» 1942, until June 15, 
1951. His personal ventures as well as his opinions and 
comments since he left this Bureau are strictly his own, and 
I am sure you will understand why it Is not possible for me 
to comment on these in any way whatsoever. 



1. 
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XEROX 



AUG 16 1965 



Sincerely yours, 
J, Edgar Hoover 



NOTE: There is no record of correspondent in Bufiles. 
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P'ormer FBI Man Gives Talk At Gallon 

Speaker Says Red Agents Roam U,S. 



GALION —If we want to pre- 
serve our liberty, the United 
States must be strong and must 
be heard, it was asserted by 
Oarence F. Purdy, well-known 
attorhey and forme;' 
I agent, whin he spoke f| 
alion Wedjescijy night, H 
lyeet was "(Jommunism i\ 
le United Stati 

The speaker Jsaid that Rus- 
sian agents are roaming the 
ynited States as they please. He 
fluoted a report by Dan Smoot, 
former FBI agent, that showed 
jfMe there are fewer than 25,- 
■^ Communists in this country, 
toey are getting help from mil- 
^ons of non-Communists and 
fellow travelers through "front" 
jiQi^anizations wMch are groups 
fithat look respectable and h^:e 
respectable name. The Ccaa- 
lunists penetrate these orgfoi- 
itions, he pointed out. Thistis 
case in our schools, our 
looks, and our teachers, he 
ated. 
COMMUNISTS in the United 
ttes and other countries and 
_ieir activities are dominated 
;% the Moscow leaders, the 
speaker said. The Communists 
4re dedicated people and give 
jEommunism their full time. 
When they have controversy, 
they go back to Moscow for or- 
ders, and an agent is sent back 
|j see that these orders are ful- 
Purdy added. 
Regarding the Supreme Court, 
ffie attorney said that 49 proven 
i^mmunists were released by 
this highest court in the land. 
.•^0 show that Russia carifiot 
Dp expected to respect Iny 
fefeaty, the speaker noted lhat 
cut of 53 agreements the cim- 
tfiunists have broken 50. , 



REFERRING to Americans 
for Democratic Action, the 
speaker said this organization 
took a strong stand for tlie 
abolition of congressional Inves- 
ligations of Conmiunism. le 
charged the ADA is an extremp- 
left organization. 




?5 



Purdy also called attention to 
the fact that Lee Oswald sur- 
rendered his United States Citi- 
zenship to Russia, and when he 
was refused citizenship by that 
country, the State Department 
paid his expenses to return to 
the United States when he couldl 
have been a spy. 
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jam BOND AT STAKE IN LIBEL ACTION . 

Smoot "^Qwis to Dro 



Wbifien Voters Suit 




-Shg U.. .S.<Court of Ap- 
peals in Cincinnati has 
iHpen asked to answer a 
unique question: Can a 
plaintiff in a libel suit be 
l^emitted to withdraw his 
Suit before it goes t^^ trial? 

rThc plaintiff, Dan'Smoot, 
a pamphleteer and TV 
commentator from Dallas, 

aays yes.~ 

U. S. District Judge Noel 
T:Tox off Grand Rapids, 
Micb., says no. 

■ONE FACTOR \vhich 
.Hltkes the case more than 
djpdinarily interesting is 
tfot Smoot, who filed the 
sftii had to put up a 
^li(K)0 bond which he 
WiJuld forfeit if he loses his 
i^OB for certain specific 
reasons. 

-Smoot filed in March a 
Kl million libel suit against 
tHe * League of Women 
Vinters of Traverse City, 
l^h. The basis of his suit 
i« a report published by 
ftif League about the regu- 
l«^|iewing over a Traverse 
^^ TV station of Smoot's 
Jti^program. 

^SH^ioOT ALSO bases his 
^s^ on a letter to the edi- 
l&r of the Traverse City 
ipaper. The letter, writ- 
^ by a League member, 
irncd against extremists 
^television and in the 
iiW«papers. The letter did 
jk^AMns^Mion Smoot's name. 
^- J|ffi#^flow is asking for 
diJ^Psal of V his case be- 
^fiighe did not 'liave a 
iiiifeftiWc Opportunity to 
n «^J&US6 Wbi^ counsel and 
"^^e tftfe lease for trial.'* 

^« f j l i%fjt ^a ttorney. _ 
^^^IltewwoT Detroit, | 




/' 



i« anniiCAfl hy ^]^gA VoX Of 

"delinquently" and aimless- 
ly presenting Smoot's case." 
Fox says he gave plenty 
of notice to both sides that 
wanted to try the case be- 
fbye the presidential elec- 
tion because the libel suit 
'*«irouId inhibit the League 
<rf Women Voters from 
cfoing that for which they 
were organized." 

ONE KEASON the case 
&ji;5 been moving slowly 
,?lfi?y be a defense tactic 
itjiicl)t is rarely used. The 
fieiaguc's attorney, Harold 
S;; Sawyer, filed a motion 
afc^aig that Smoot post a 
b0ttd to pay for the costs 
!pff .th^ defense. 
"The judge agreed that a 
bond should be posted and 
sigr it at $15,000. The 
jnoney is to be turned over 
to tUe League if at the end 
of the trial it appears that 
Sihbbt's law suit was in- 
atttuted maliciously and is 
mQiout probable cause. 
* w.Anj6xample of the slow- 
^^ss& of the case is the fail- 
ure of Davidow to present 
air itemized list of special 
-eTanuifes that Smoot claims. 
JKat^^ori May 18, ordered 
SavMiJow to give hin\ the list 
but feyet riW » .]l»»t. jias been 
jpwresented to the court. y 
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ffcANJB^fiOEy to have 
t&e i^Kie heard before the 
llec^on, Judge Fox set the 
tibial date for Oct. 14. But 
^.Sfept. 25 Davidow pro- 
"fe^tetf that he was going 
^'tJike his first vacation in 
OT years and that he was 
iMHling for Europe Oct. 14. 
^l^ividbw promised that if 
mc::pidgc,set the trial date 
^M^-the first of aJnuary. 

•w* "shaai be ready without 
^ tfc^ay of any kind/' 
^dge Fox refused to delay 
ale case any longer, 

^"^0 weeks later the 
Jttda? heard that Davidow 
-^^as'heen in bad health for 
III ertended period" and 
that his doctor had ordered 
etfmplBtc rest for him. 

. "SMOOTHS NEW attorney, 
^^nF. Langs asked on 
0^ § for the dismissal of 
fhi case because he did 
nw have enough time to 
Wjpare for the trial. Judge 
F<^ replied that in all the 
times Davidow was before 
the court, ''at no time did 
Be evidence any observable 
?RJ1tnptoins of ill health." 
V . Afain the judge ordered 
th?t,the case be heard and 
thit the trial start Oct. 14. 
Mit! Langs has since ap- 
l^ealed to the U, S. Court 
l^J Appeals here to order 
3Mgt Fox to dismiss the 
else. V 

giy HIS A NSWER to the 

U. ^' JhiQii£Lm^^ Appeals 
this week Judge Fox said 
the case should go to trial 

;hecause ''it is as much a 

S3[uestion ^ of clearing the 
names and reputations of 

^the defendants as it is of 
clearing the name and 
reputation of the plaintiff." 

'^ The jud ge savs t he aim- 
ler m \^ii 




less manner 



'lich the 



iGase has been handled, the 
timing of^^DtVIthHv's vaca- 
tion without proper notice 
and the recent change of 
.attorneys are ''indications 
of Si definite plan of har- 
rassment and punishment 
in an effort to effectively 
silence the voice of criti- 
cism/* 
The C dfcii?ef A ppeals is 



Lounce its 
month. 



IF THE CASE does come 
to trial it has every indica- 
tion of being a cause 
celebre. Already the de- 
fense has prepared a list 
I of prominent persons who 
.will testify in behalf of the 
League. ^. ^ ^^ ,. 
-' ^^An^Those" who have 



agreed t§ite^ify for the 
defense are jfontr*!]. McCloy, 
a member of the Warren 
Commission; Martin P. Dur- 
kin, U. S. Secretary of 
Labor in the Eisenhower 
Administration; Roy Wii- 
kins, executive secretary of 
the NAACP, and James J. 
Wadsworth, former U. S. 
ambassa dor Jo th e UN. 
Sawyer says ihs defense 



will be .^pT-fin , ' i ng that somp 
of the positive documented 
issues of fact that Mr. 
femoot has made in his tele- 
vision and radio broadcasts 
are based on half-truths 
and innuendoes and are 
sometimes worse, and we 
are prepared to do this." 

SAWYER HAS indicated 
that part of his defense will 
be based on the landmark 
^ew York Times case 
which was decided by the 
U. S. Supreme Court last 
March . 

^ Jji that case involving 
Montgomery, Ala, officials ■ 
the SuprergeX^jj^ said the 
f'irst Amendment js **a 



profonnd national romrnif- 
ment to TTT^'^pMcipLe that 
debate on public' issues 
should be uninhibited, ro- 
bust and wide-open, and 
that it may well include 
vehement, caustic and 
somet i m e s unpleasantly 
sharp attacks on govern- 
ment and public officials '* 

The court said that for 
anyone to be guilty of libel, 
it must be proved that the 
criticism was deliberately 
or maliciously false. 

Sawyer is expected to 
argue that the Times de- 
cision be expanded to in- 
clude not only criticism 
aimed^at !1\"lt|ir^ntf^"inl" but 
also public commentators. 



|SmootlEx"nll Men 

Dan Smoot is a former 

I FBI agent who has joined 
that right wing group 

j which warns of Communist 
subversion in the U. S, 

Smoot has baehelor^s and 
master's degrees in English 
from Southern Methodist 
University. He taught Eng- 
lish at Harvard University 
for a year. When war broke 

I out he joined the FBI and 
spent nine years as a agent I 

me left th e^FJgriiv 1951. J 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (63-4296-12) 
FROM: Vp'^AJZ, DALLAS (94-188) 
SUBJECT: f CRIMDEL 

Re Dallas alrtel to Bureau dated 4/27/66. 

.^ • - 

Item 1. DAN SMOOT WILLED $1 MILLION 

This was the caption of an article in the Dallas 
Times Herald, Tuesday, 5/3/66, as follows: 



s^^ 



*'Da lias-based television commentator Dan Smoot has 
/heen bequeathed $1 miljrioji by millionatre ElaJLlaa..BMJ^Ctt:4 



ijgsj^of ^Losjng^i^. ?±M f),^n ^M/ry-K 7?^4^ 




"Mr. Lewis, 62, president of a d@g and cat food 
manufacturing company, died April 25 and his $5,5-raillion will 
was filed for probate Monday, 

"He also left $1 million to the John Birch Society 
and another $1 million to Pepperdine College in Los Angeles, 
provided that it honor Mr, Smoot with an honorary doctor *s 
degree, Associated Press reported. 



"An additional $1.5 million 
to found an organization to be calle 




as earmarked in the will 
^fenders of Liberty. * 



/ , 
"'This organization shall be the counterpart of the 

American Civil Liberties Union, except that it shall be 

exclusively devoted to the defense of American citizens who 

^ believe and stand for the Constitution of our United States 



.^ -in its enitrety, as it stood up to and including ibeya^i^^Y-j ^ 
.^^1950,' Mr. Levels explained in his jill. ' ^^.^^^J k&.L^cW^ 



b)- Bureau 

'% - Dallas 
■^D: jah 

m - 




flEC-1-45 



,e p/^,;^ '^:f^l^f 



ri 









Approved 



■1^ 



o.*/a^^*' 



\ I. 



Special Agent in Charge 




DL 94-138 



»^Most of the remainder of the estate was left to 
Mr, Lewis* family. 

'•Mr. Smoot is a former FBI agent and Harvard professor 
and founder of the old Facts Forum. 



*^He joined the FBI in 1942. '• 



b6 
:b7C 



Item 2. 




7 



I , an attorney in the Republic 

Bank Builaxng, uaiias, Texas, lurnished the following information 
on 5/4/66: 



] related that 



Iti^-milli ona ire 
did not 



_ who is a mi 

oilman in Dallas, Texas, contacted a person whom[ 

identify about four weeks ago and told this person tnat ne would 
1 ikp .to become more active in the National Democratic Party. 

wanted to know what he nould do to bnr.Q ine more acceptable be 

I M iii 



To 



Hl^Qggfaf 



[ 



j: 



to the White House. According t 

relayed to V/hite House Assistant^ 

2d. this information along to tiie Fres 
[the President replied that (1) the nrf ^sent 



information was:b7c 
and in turn 
ident. According 



administration did not need [_ 



help, (2) 



^;aB too much 



of a controversial figure and (3) the White House v;ould prefer 
not t o estab lish any relationship with him. As the Bureau is 



aware 



has in the past sponsored Facts Foruiu, radio program. 



as well as the radio program known as Life Line. 



0-20 (Rev. 1-26-66) 



i 



t 




Jolson 



Loach >^2_ 







Casper 

allahan 
Conrad 
Felt _ 
Gale. 







UPI-49 . 

(BIRCH) 

«Ar^SL^^SI^^s.*::I"5,?P°w OF dallas Bedford lewis, who owned dr. ross 

TtiA5^S:ir^2ki?limH^S CLAIMED IN A SUPER COURT SUIT FILED FRIDAY 
CONDI TION^ffiOUI|INC if TO CONFER An'hONOHARY DEGREE ON I MO Ot! 



t 






.»' •' 



..:ii jtr^ 



RtC-B? \bc*^"^^ 



f^Sli^^- 



^^(^ 




WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 



TRUE COPY 



To whom it may concern; 
Sirs, 



I was listening to a program on my F. M. radio 
yesterday and heard something that first made me angry, and 
then because I am inquisitive and suspicious (like all Americans) 
I started wondering if this was a nut talking or an American. In 
order to put my mind at ease I decided to write and ask you. 

The man's name is/Dan^Snoot and he was talking 
about a flyer in the service that 'bur count y^ was going to try to 
railroad into a court-martial" and many years (25 to 30 years) 
in jail. " You were suppose to ask for #612 with 25^ and receive 
complete information so that you can distribute it among your 
friends. 



Could you please tell me why this man left the 
F. B.I. and is he buttering us up for Comunisum. Truthfully 
my older children and I (I have six sons at home) are getting 
pretty damn sick and tired of these juvenile and adult delinquients 
raking our country over the coals and at the same time, still stay 
and live off the fat of the land. 












i 




he 

hlC 



HurSIngton Beach, Calif. 92646 
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t 



^K\ 






^._/^/<d:_ .Zkj£;!^_.d!^;^<2>2i?^._-.^2x«^_^ 



-/ 



^^ifru 




i^_v^^^^<?i^.^2^ 



/ni>i^y 



i-OlL 






_ .yd^i:!^i^hij^-~^t^a^rri=^=i—^c^-^^ 







^^j/thf9^- 



jd^&A.r4>^<<^ 













.M^\ 



y 



/ 



Junes, 1967 



Huntington Beach, Caliiornla 92646 



Dear 



I have received your letter of June 3rd. 

fo response to your inquiry, Mr. Howard Dr.Smoot 
was employed by the FBI from March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951, 
when he voluntarily resigned. His personal ventures as well as his 
opinicms and comments since he left this Bureau are strictly his 
own, and I am sure you will understand why It is not possible for 
me to comment on these in any way whatsoever. 

Sincerely yours, 



be 

:b7C 



be 

b7C 



MAILED & 

JUN8 1967 

CQMW4^t 



B. Fdgar HowreB 



1f> 




NOTE:; .Bufiles contain no record of correspondent, nor does telephone 
directory. Correspondent is being address«5iOiiJi^r" since the given 
s used by both men ajad womel 

LB I ^f^I 

inn 




inn I! e 03 !,H p\ 



t^ 



I) t 




!- N - 

t^* •^ ,..#, 

i 1 miL 

MAIL ROOM I I TELETYPE UNIT 1 I 







s/ 



^ 













1^0- fO^/^f 




EX-li 



h i 


Atwood, Kansas 67730 


Dear 







Aprils, 1968 if^-jC^'' "^ c^^'' ' 



received. 






Your letter of- April Ist, with enclosure, iias been 



L. 



In response to your inquiry, Mr. Howard D. (Sinoot 
was exi^ployed by the FBI as a. Special Agent from March 23, 1942, 
until June 15, 1G5L His personal ventures as v^ell as his opinions 
and comments since he left tliis Bureau are strictly his own, and 
it is not possible for me to comiuent on these in any way v/hatsoever. 



bo 
:b7C 



With respect to the subject on v;hich he wrote, infor- 
raation in our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
v;ith regulations of the Department of Justice. I hope you will not 
infer either that v/e do or do not have material in our files relating 
to the National Council of Churches. 



A?R5 1388 

C0MV;-:-SJ 



^liJnclc^ure 



I am herewith returning the item you made available. 

Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoovef 



Mohr 

BjGilOp — 
Cc.per __ 
Call nil an . 
Conrcd 



Roncn _ 
.■^ul]) van 

Troll or . 



IsOTE: Buiiles contain no record of correspondent. Enclosure is January 1st 
i33ue of ''The Dan Smoot Report" which charges the National Council of 
C.varches as being atheistic, socialistic, and in violation of Federal income 
tax laws. No reference v/as made to the Director or the FBI* except for brief 
biographical note concerning his past employment with the Bureau. 
v7MG:mer (3) ^ , ....-^ ,... 



v 



I A C) p <i fr^' . ^ -^"^ 



ELETYPE UNIT 



□ 



1 ^'■ 






XERC 



r 



>-L ^-^V-P 



• 



TRUE COPY 



Freedom Club 

First Congregational Church 
540 So. Commonwealth 
Los Angeles 5, California 



Date: 7-10-69 

To: J Edgar Hoover 
FBI- Justice Dept 
Washington, D, C. 

We wish to order the following: 200 copies of your Message from the Director 
in the June 69 issue of FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin if they are available. 



Please submit your bill in duplicate, if possible, (^^^y ©-^ j^o'<w^ - 



Thank you. 
Sincerely, 



Oc>Kfi^e"re.^ 



^e.j\ousl^ 



') 



be 

hlC 



1* reeaom uiuo Associates 



V 



MJn\\\<\ \rnii qhh fn xrr>iiT» Tv>Q<i^'r>(T Ko4- tnin. ■fu^ TTPT T j^^ Enforcement Bulletin 



.L. A. 90039. He is retired 

L. A. County Coronor or was chief toxicologist (don»t remember) & was 
mentioned in regard to one of your articles in a recent bulletin. He's been 
reading our copies & I know would like his own. Thank you. ^ 



•jS?'' 




JUL 22 F^9 



^ 



V 




ggffiS 




July 17, 196S 



U-r 



XI 






'■-4t 



Tolson — 
DeLoach . 

Mohr 

Bishop — 
Casper- — 
Cailahon . 
Conrad , 
Pelt . 
Gcle . 
Rosen 



ireeaorajuiuD Associates 
"First Cohgregational Church 
"540 Sosith Commonwealth 

Los Angeles. California 90005 





be 

:b7C 



ipru 




In reply to yotir letter of Joly 10th» with 
enclosure^ I am forwarding to you, under separate cover, 
200 coj^es of my message which appeared in the Jtme» l&6d, 
FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin. 

Althou^ X would like to comply v/i& your other 
request, the Bulletin Is published primarily for those actively 
engaged in law enforcement and is distributed free of charge. 
While we wish we could make the Bulletin availsMe to all who 
express an interest in it, the current demand for this rnbljga- 
J don and our budgetary limitations preclu de sending this 
nagazinetol " 



LS, 



Sincerely yours^ 
i. Edgar Hoover 



Room 4724 (Sent Direct) 






^£^n\^.^\^'^ 



'^"^ 



use Material: 200 co|des of 6/69 Law Enforcement Bulletin Introd 



j9 



NOTE: We have had much cordial correspordence with 

past as well as with other members of T^f^^^f^r,^ /^i"^^ A^og^^^^^ates. 



L«SC 

_pai 



be 
"~~|nthe b7c 

"We have 



furnished this group reprints in volume. | |ias been previously 

advised that there is no charge for an y of our material. The above reply 
with regard to furnishing the Bulletin t[ Ip^a <« nn* 



I 



identifiable in Buf iles, is believed appropriate since : 




oozl 



be 

:b7C 



NOTE CONTINUED: who was the pastor of tho First Congregational Church 
and closely associated JsdthJ;Ma_erQiiD, is on the Special Correspondents 
List. Last outgoing t o| | yas dated 9/5/68 In reply to her request 

for excerjAs from the Director's appropriations testimony, (62-100838). 
Correspondent's enclosure is a Church Bulletin announcing that Dan Smoot, 
a former Special Agent of the FBI, was to be the speaker at a Freedom Club 
meeting. This bulletin had previonsly been received by the Bureau, 






^. 



Etrew University 

Madison, I^fev Jersey 07940 

March 23, 1971 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Personnel Division 
Pennsylvania Avenue 19 NW 
Washington, D, G* 

Dear Sir: 

As means of introduction, I ajn a Drew -University student doing a re- 
search paper on fluoridation of community water supplies. y:y research 
has required cooperation from several Congressmen, the'"Al^';A, tne"'ADA, 
the U.S« Public Health Service, and many other organizations. I em now 
asking the FBI for its cooperation. 



3aa-±rrH 



o 



I read-±Tri?h(r/ Dar^ Report (volume 10, nuiaber 49, December 7, I964, 

Dallas, Texas; TlEiatT^niel Smoot v/as in the employ of the FBI. Accord- 
ing to this report, he v/as an agent from 1942 tc 1951, serving 3^^ years 
on communist investigations, 2 years on FBI headquarters staff, and 4 
years on general FBI cases in various places, I-Ie resigned from the FBI 
in 1951. 



6^ cbnf irmang;rt^ii s data ' B^acf .-informing ''"" 



I would appreciate very miuch y 

me as to his status with the FBI while employed Jnd ^p^se^ljj^7| 

___,'J — .._ '^-'-<* 

If all of the above stated proves to be valiaT^'^tKen I believe tliaTTlt^*' 
is very unfortunate that the U.S. Govermient hires such narrow •^rdnded 
people who oppose so strongly the fluoridation of public water supplies. 
I have done extensive research and have so far concluded that fluori- 
dation is probably one of this century's greatest public health achiev- 
ments. 

Thank you for your attention to this request „ 



Very sincerely yours, 




niJ' 



OM 



he 

hlC 




March 26, 1971 



.%>* 



be 
:b7c 



to 



Pol son 

luUivan 

\o\vt 

iishop 

^rennan, CD 

Callahan 

Jasper 

3onrad 

.)albey 

H'elt 1 

}ale 

losen — 

Pavel 

Valters _ 

Soyare 

Tele. Room 

Jolmes 

jandy 



^^^mm^-^ 



fadison, NewJersgr 07940 
D^r Mr^ Menczer: 

In reply to your letter of March 23rd9 the only 
information I can furnish you is that Mr. Howard O. Smoot was 
employed with the FBI as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942, 
until June 15, 1951. His personal ventures as weU as his opinions 
and comments since he left this Bureau are strictly his own, and 
it is not possible for me to comment on these in ai^r way whatsoever. 

Sincerely yours. 



. MAILED 21 

MAR 2 6 1971 

FBI • 



NOTE: Bufiles cfoJ^tain no record identifiable ^wj^^icorrespp^jlent. 
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■nt 









r 



i^ 
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MAIL ROOMLm TELETYPE UNIT! j 



Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Kelt 

Rosen . 

Mohr _ 



^ 



Haverhill, Mass 01830 
Dec. 20, 1971 



Mr 

Mr 

Mr. liishop 

Mr. Miller, eIS 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Cnsper b6 „ 

Mr. Conrad ^'^^ . 

Mr, Dalbey — 

Mr. Cleveland 

Mr, Ponder . — 

Mr- Bates - 

Mr. Tavcl - 

Mr. Walters . 

Mr. Soyars ™_- — 

Tele* Room 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 



as a very Concerned American, believing in a 
Constitutional republic that is being attacked on all 
sides by the Communist menace I write personally to you 
for some facts. Could you send me some information on 
the following subjects? 

1). Under what Conditions did Mr. Dan Smoot, Author 
of ''The Invisible Government',* resign from your 
bureau? 
I 2.) Do you have any information that would lead you 
I to believe that the Council of Foreign Relations 
is Communist dominated? 
3.) Is it true that Walter Whitman Rostow was refused 
a security Clearonce during the Kennedy - Johnson 
adminstration and the executive branch waered (7) 
this Clearance and gave him the specific job of 
heading the Team that prepared the Pentagon Papers? 
4.) Do you have any information to indicate that 

Mr. Nord Davis Jr, publisher of the Bulletin "Pardon 

Me, But." has ever been involved in any subversive 

Activities? 

Has the John Birch Socie^-y ever been investigated by 

your bureau and, if so, what were the results? 

What possible reason was given to you for not 

allowing your bureau to investigate president 



^ /li^ Kennedy's assassination? Even an uninformed individ- 
. , J^pft . ^*^ l**^® myself Can see their is something very 
\^iA^l^ wrong with the Wnrren Commission report- 



& 



J.i 



; copy: eg 




k«^ 



-%^^ 



TTTrr 



Sir, I am truly and deeply Concerned about the road 
my Country is being driven down and I fear for what may 
happen if you are forced to retire. 

any information will be appreciated. 

Yours Truly 



b6 
hlC 



f\ 



ToUon . 

Ft'tl 

Rortott « 
Mohr __ 






'^^^-^--^I' j ^, 



January 3, 1972 



Jan 




no 



r^f 



^^.averh^ll.^ ^M^^^^ 01830 



be 

:b7C 



Dear 



In reply to your letter received on December 23rd, 
the only information I can furnish you regarding fir. Howard D. 
Smoot is that he was employed with the FBI as a Special Agent 
from March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily 
resigned* 

For your infoinnation, at the request of President John- 
son, the FBI conducted investigation regarding the assassination 
of President Kennedy and furnished the results of our inquiries 
to the President's Commission on the Assassination of Presi- 
dent Kennedy. The Commission published its findings and included 
FBI data in its reports Perhaps a copy of this will be available 
in your local library. 

With respect to your other inquiries, this Bureau is 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Goverhrnent andp 
as such, neither makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to 
the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. 



b6 
b7C 



MAILED? 

JAN 3 -1972 

FBI 



Sincerely yours, 
y. EcJgar Jffoovac 






NOTE: No record 



Hiftlinp 

Miller, E.S. . 

CalUhan 

C«Kper 

Conrad 

Dalbny 

Cleveland — . 
Ponder 
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Bufiles. 



W«lter« 

Soytrs 

T«l«. Room . 

Hotn«» 

GftiHly 









Ci- 



lilX<^^ 



COHJ 



--„».i^ 



t— 
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.J^ 



y 



wi 



he 
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ATTUlitSl'-l AT IaAW : 



January 21, 197^ 



Tile National Headquarters of the 
. Feder^i -Bureau, of Investigation 
The.' Capital 
■Washington »;D.-G. • 



Gentlemen : 

I have iust finished treading a book furnished to me by a John Bircher friend 
of mine entitled "The\\Business End of Government" by Dan Smoot. The book is 
,cppy:writed.in;'l973~'bxlwes^^ of Belmont, Mass. 0217». 

^e.ohlY biography of the author I can find is on the back cover of the book 
'in. Which he :states he is a former FBI agent and a member of the FBI headquarters 
in' Washington. 

Ifthis book,. Mr-. Smoot seems to be an authority on nearly every subject. There 
are- chapters ctevoted to railroading the public, trustbusting, unions and labor, 
farming- and framing the taxpayers, federal form pollution and something called 
is-the goose in- the oven? The author writes as an authority on all subjects 
and. seems, to :be- free from any requirement to document statements which he makes. 
Xw6uid.be. most, interested in the educational background of this author, and, il 
ih'.fa'ct;" he.wab^ever in the FBI. 

-May'.i; impose ;upon you to jot down on the bottom of this page if in fact this man 
-"has ..ever' served, in the FBI. 

C 
i; Vbuld like, to: impose upon you further that if you are familiar with_any-public 
.referehcetq this man's qualifications, I would be most obligated to you if yQU^_^ 
"cotdLd; 'furhish ffl;e a reference to such a publication. '~'"*~*^~>„ 



tting down the answers to the qu itions on the 
ish to conserve time and energy. 



rjis-c3 









i4 Jni>: ;:0 1974 



'^m':^'- :M-'^<^ 






;cc/- 



^>-" 



be 

;b7C 










G12 . 070.1754 






2-/fc>?^16'^3jL^ '^^^ 



ary 28, 1974 



^v-i 



„v.^ 



Assoc. Dir. . . 

Asst. Dir,; 

Admin. 

Comp. Syif. „ 
Ext. Affairi ^ 
Filet & Com. 

Gen. inv, 

Ident. 

Inspection _^_ 
Intoll. 



Laboratory 

Plan. & £vol. 

Spec. Inv, 

1 raining „ 

Legal Coun. __ 
Tolephono Rm,. 
Director Sec*/ . 



Mora / Mimi-GSQta SSQ Sl" 



/■ 



X / 



]?i.th respect to the request in your letter of 
Ja-nuhiry .21st, the only inforraation I can furnish you is 
tll'at.Mr.- 'ITdvzarcI D. Gniont wnn r^niployed v;ith the FBI as a 
.Spe<:iai:?:gent frora March^ 1942, until June 15, 1051. 

tiii? pcirsonn-l ventures as v/ell as his opinions and coin- 
rue.nta- since: he left this Bureau are strictly his own, 
and' It -is. hot nossible for rae to coninent on these in any 
way. what ^oGvcr . 

Sincerely yours, 
Qm M. Kelley 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 



dicate no record of correspondents 
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MAILED 23 


JAM 2 8 1974 


' ' 'FBI 



:X 
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^'% 



i 



cs 
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^..^^iA --^- ^i^ v&^; 






-d4^ A .m.c^ %4 ^^7^ ^^tJi 



Jlnh ^l ^At^t^ x>ir^ /i^_^ ^^^^ w 



7 






? 



jtm.^ ? f 



v'Q--^^-">v x-=i^ 






^ t fti\ /i A T, f/ 



., \^h UtNMAKK, WIS. 

V \ 54208 



■^w 



be 

:b7C 



m 



i . . t 



Fjuh^x^^ BmJu^»~^ % ci^uWttL^U^vi 






CviU'^Jy'^^dKyi ^ D 'C 



lo5 3S 



fere. Hec. Unit 



it 



■ C- 



February 17, 1976 



Ay 



EX-IP 



Q^ ,^ /C) P ^'9<^ £ 




"DeniT.ark, Wisconsin 54208 



TyooJfi<l.di 




" _ /b6 



A 



Dear 



.? / ' 



y 



1 ^ 

I < 



In reply to your letter of February 3rd, I an* unable 
to furnish any information relative to your inquiry since it 
is contrary to ny policy to coiriiaent on any laaterial not pre- 
pared by personnel of this Bureau* Further, as an investigative 
agency of " the Federal Governxaent, the FBI does not evaluate or 
-xteavj conclusions about any publication or individual. 



J 






UJ 



For your information, Howard D, Sinoot xvas employed 
wxth the FBI as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942, to 
Jilne 15, 1951, v;hen he resigned. xMr. Smoot's personal ven- 
«ti|res, as well as opinions and comments since belief ;t^ this 
feu^^^^' '^^® strictly his own and it is not possible for rae 
to corsment further* !; lie 






sincerely yours. 



5~t 

CD 









{..M 



^ 



Assoc. Dir. ^„ 
Oap. AD A dm 
Dep. AP Inv. 

Assr. Dir.: 

Admin. 

Comp* Syst, _ 
Ext. Affairs - 
Files & Com. 

Gen, tnv. 

Went 

Inspection 

Intel I. 



' ' Clarence H. Kelley :-. 

^ ^Director ":' 

c u X ^^^^,.^ 
NOTE: Correspondent i&' 'hot' identxf^i able in Bufiles. Bufiles 
"reflect prior correspondence concerning the book, "None Dare :J; 
■Call It Conspiracy," bi^^.^, Garyxiti'ldnKd^^ former Special :'Agent 
rloward D. Sraoot V ,^ This" reply" is based on past responses 



concerning^ the book^ and Sinoot. 
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Loboratory 

Legol Coun. 
Pian.a Eval. 

Spec. Inv. 

Troining 

Telephone Rm. 

Director Sec'y 
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GrO : l?7& O - 591-120 
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Routing Slip 

FD-4 (Rev. 3-1-73) 

To:^ 1^ Director 
An.: 



Date 11 /1S/7fi 



] Director /^ ^^^-^t r\ I' 

PERSONNEL sECTK yJLE /j j^>.iV^ir^ Cst-um^j^^nr j 



T77~T 



□ SAC 



Title 



§h 



DAN /SMOgIT 




PASTVEMPLOYEE 



RE: 



□ Steno 

□ Clerk 



I I Acknowledge 

□ Assign Reassign 

□ Bring file 

□ Call me 
I I Correct 

I I Deadline 



□ Rotor #: - 

ACTION DESIR 



I I Deadline passed 
I I Delinquent 
I I Discontinue 

□ Expedite 

□ File 

I I For information 

□ Handle 

□ Initial & return 

I I Leods need attention 



E D 
I I Open Case 
I I Prepare lead cards 

□ Prepare tickler 
I I Return assignment c 
I I Return file 
I 1 Search and return 
I ] See me 

□ Serial # 




□ Post □ Recharge 

[ 1 Send to 



I I Return 



I I Submit new charge out 

I I Submit report by 

□ Type 



I — I Return with explanation or notation as to action taken. 

Attached is a letter received at the Chicago Office 
requesting same be forwarded to DAN SMOOT. Chicago 
indices reflects DAN SMOpT was an FBI Agent 
3/23/42 - 6/15/51 and r/signed voluntarily 
whereabouts '" --'^^^^ -— ^ 



from 
The 



of SMOOT 

© - Bureau ^^-^^ .^ 
1 - Chicago r^^:\t 

_^ See reverse sideMr 

(2) 



unknown to Chicago . 
IWILT.TAM F. BEANE- 




GPO : 1973 526-720 




my SO 1976 




^ 



f 






be 

:b7C 



V 



La Orange, iiiinoxs ^"50525 



November 13, 



1976 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
219 South Dearborn 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Sir: //" ] ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Would you please forward this letter to Daif Smobt who was an agent of yours as I 
only know of his address in Dallas, Texas from years ago. Then , which was in 

in 1962 or 1963 it was: 

The Bail Smoot Report, Inc. 

P»0. Box 9^38 \ 

Dallas, Texas 7$21k 

I was told to send this enclosed letter to you and it would reach higi. { 

Thank youl - 

Sincerely, 



be 

b7C 




4 WOV 30 US 

P.S. I am just beginning to tjrpe, again and need alot of praq^^.^/jPlgpejCw^ye 
my esTDors. Hurt w hands and arms from heaSUsy lifting and eiserci sing but this xs 
better then my haadwriting today. 




• 



3. r 



n^ 



Mbvoafcer 29, 1976 



La Grange, Illinois 60525 



be 

bVC 



Dear 





1 




fSk 


^O 


O) 


Q 




H 




1 


, 


o 








"•'fiW'' 







Receipt is acknovledlged of ^rour letter 
directed to our Chicago Office aad received io this 
Bureau Uoveaber 17, 1976, regarding Wc^Jism ^ot, 
who was ioiamrly eapl&yed in the F<sderal Biireau of 
Iiivestigatioii« 

This is to adirise you tlM*t our records do 
not indicate a current address for Ifr. Staoot. 

the letter to him wtilch tou enclosed is 
beix^ returned to van* I regret tnat I am unable 
to assist y&vt in tnis loatter. 

Sixi^erely yours, 
C. M. Kelley 

Clarence H. ^Iley 

Director 'v^ 



Sctclosure 



% 



%j 



Assoc. Dir. 

Oep. AD Adm. 
Dep. AD Inv,_ 

Asst. Dir.: 

Adm. Serv. 

Ext. Affairs _ 
Fin. &. Pers. _ 

Gen. Inv, 

Ident 

Inspection 

Intell „ 



Laboratory 

Legal Coun, 

Pion. & EvaU 

Rec. Mgnt 

Spec. Inv. 

Training 



Telephone'-Rni- 
Director Sec'y , 



1 - SAC, Chicago (PERSONAL ATTENTION) 
For your itiforraation* 

Howard D. Smoot was employed as a Special A^ent from 
3-23-42 to 6-15-51, when he voluntarily resigned for 
personal reasons after being censured, placed on pro- 
bation and transferred due to several unfounded charged 
made by him against his SAC, and due to derelictions in 
not appraising the Bureau of certain matters. He has 
attempted to use his prior service ip the Bureau tjo enhance 
his endeavors since he resigned. There are several file 
references pn the correspondent; none of which are relevant 
to this matter. 

AGTrgab (4), 67-263689 
>:^-^: ^ ^ ./ 



'0^ ^^ 

* ^^Iv^AIL ROOM 



'^"^ 



'EpBT 



'YPE umx I 1 



vr^ 



GFO : tqTS O - 207-526 



"^ f 
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